
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Emira
NOW ON DISPLAY

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)
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Dr. Erika Hamer, DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, Practice Owner/Founder

Family Chiropractic 
Care for Nearly 20 Years

New Patient Special Offer 
Year of Wellness Special Offers - 

now through Dec 29!
CALL OUR OFFICE AT 273-2691 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.
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PONTE VEDRA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment

‘CSI: Vegas’
Prime suspect

Paula Newsome and Ariana Guerra 
star in season 3 of in “CSI: Vegas”

THE

By Shaun Ryan

The housing market in the six 
counties of Northeast Florida is 
improving for prospective buyers, 
according to statistics from January 
released this week by the Northeast 
Florida Association of Realtors.

But single-family home prices 
remain high, especially in St. Johns 
County, where the median price was 
$519,000 — still, a reduction of 
6.8% from December.

Indicators show promise. The 
region’s median price actually 
decreased by 2.2% to $375,000 
and the median number of days on 

Furyk wins on  
shot within three  

feet of hole

By Anthony Richards

THE PLAYERS continued its tradition 
in the weeks leading up to the tournament 
by hosting its charity shootout on Feb. 
12. 

Five celebrities from former athletes 
to actors took part in seeing how close to 
the pin they could hit shots at the famed 
No. 17 Island Green at TPC Sawgrass.

The charities represented included The 
Furyk Foundation, Guardian Catholic 
Schools, The Foster Closet, Tesori Family 
Foundation and Operation New Hope, 
with each receiving $5,000.

Hitting it closest to the pin was profes-
sional golfer Jim Furyk, who due to 
his prowess as a golfer was required to 

Home 
sales down 
from 
December

Celebrities take aim at famed 
‘Island Green’ for charities

Photo by Anthony Richards
THE PLAYERS held its annual charity shootout on Feb. 12, as five celebrities took shots as the 
famed Island Green at TPC Sawgrass to raise money for various charities.

ISLAND GREEN continues on Page 5
SALES  continues on Page 3
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BRIEFS
Explore the beach at GTM Research Reserve

Join volunteers at the Guana Tolomato Matan-
zas National Estuarine Research Reserve (GTM) 
for a beach exploration 9-11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17. Collect seashells, search for shark teeth and 
learn about coastal wildlife. Meet at GTM Re-
search Reserve Visitor Center, 505 Guana River 
Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Wear comfortable closed-toe shoes. Hat, insect 
repellent, water and sunscreen are recommended. 
The event is free but online registration is re-
quired. To register, go to gtmnerr.org/visit/events.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Valley 
Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The market 
offers fresh produce, baked goods, local honey, 
tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants and more.

Public meetings for county plans begin Feb. 20
As St. Johns County embarks on an aggressive 

public engagement effort for community participa-
tion in an update of its Comprehensive Plan and 
a new Strategic Plan, meeting dates have been 
announced, as well as other opportunities to par-
ticipate. Community meetings will be held from 
Feb. 20-22, with additional meetings in different 
parts of the county to be scheduled in March.

Upcoming meetings will be:
• Feb. 20, 6-7:30 p.m. at Pacetti Bay Middle 

School Auditorium, 245 Meadowlark Lane
• Feb. 21, 6-7:30 p.m. at Southeast Branch 

Library, 6670 U.S. 1 South
• Feb. 22, 6-7:30 p.m. at Ponte Vedra Concert 

Hall, 1050 A1A North
The dates and locations for March meetings 

will be announced later.
The Comprehensive Plan is a document re-

quired by the state to be evaluated for updates at 
least every seven years and is designed to guide 
the future actions of a jurisdiction. For St. Johns 
County it will present a long-range vision for a 
community’s future with long-range goals, objec-
tives and policies.

The Strategic Plan is the county’s attempt to en-
gage the public to develop strategic priorities and 
guide the allocation of resources in the future.

In addition to the in-person meetings, the 
county has announced the availability of public 
kiosks throughout the community with printed 
copies of the Comprehensive Plan survey. Those 
locations are:

• Anastasia Island Branch Library, 124 Sea 
Grove Main St.

• Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 Davis Pond 
Blvd.

• Hastings Branch Library, 6195 S. Main St.
• Main Branch Library, 1960 N. Ponce De Leon 

Blvd.
• Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library, 101 

Library Blvd.
• Southeast Branch Library, 6670 U.S. 1 South
• St. Johns County Utility Department, 1205 

S.R. 16
• St. Johns County Permit Center, 4040 Lewis 

Speedway
• St. Johns County Auditorium, 500 San Sebas-

tian View
The public can also access the Comprehensive 

Plan at SJCPlanUpdate.com to provide feedback 
through an online survey and interactive idea wall, 
as well as download and electronically share the 
printed version of the survey.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to the editor. 
Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of photos you want us 
to feature, feel free to bring them to our office — we’ll scan them and hand 
them right back. E-mail submissions to news@pontevedrarecorder.com or 
bring them by our office at 1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

ZOOLIGHTS
LANTERN EXPERIENCE

Presented by In partnership with

Select nights
November 19–February 18

SPRING 
CAMPS
BREAK 

MARCH 11-15,  2024

REGISTER AT
APP.THELINK.ZONE

CLICK 
“SPRING BREAK CAMP”

425 TOWN PLAZA AVE. PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081
At the link

Creative Culinary 
LEGO Robotics & Drones
Olympic Style Fencing
Let’s Get Creative (Ages 5-8)
Let’s Get Creative (Ages 9-12)

These interactive camps
ensure your child continues to

learn, create, and cultivate
lifelong skills, all while having

a ton of fun!
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from cottages to castles

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

F ROM  C OT TAG E S  TO  C AST L E S
beacheshomes.com

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway  
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network RealtyBerkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

This charming 1970s ranch-style pool home in Old Ponte 
Vedra with eastern exposure, lagoon views and just a single 
block from the beach offers an incredible opportunity to  
create your own beachside oasis or as an amazing investment. 
4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2430 square feet. $2,850,000.

541 Rutile Drive  
Waterfront in Old Ponte Vedra

from cottages to castles

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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V
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7Rescue, care, and kindness. We 
can’t save them all alone, but with 

your support, we can make a huge 
difference. Join us in ensuring no animal 
is turned away due to lack of resources.

ROOTERVILLE
ANIMAL SANCTUARY

www.rooterville.org ♥ (352) 262-7313
ALL proceeds help us care for the  

animals here at Rooterville Animal 
Sanctuary and they love to eat!  

Rescue, care, 
and kindness. 

the market increased by 24.4% to 56. 
Other data supports this trend. The ac-
tive inventory rose by 22.1% to 5,638 
homes, which represents a 5.2-month 
supply. Also, new listings were up by 
53.6% to 2,853 homes.

Typically, January is a sluggish 
month for real estate, so this data is not 
surprising.

Association President Rory Dubin 
noted that there were 1,081 closed 
sales, a decrease of 30.6%, and there 
were 1,284 pending sales, a 7.3% 

decrease.
Figures for this month, if they follow 

tradition, will see a change.
“February is customarily a strong 

month for Northeast Florida and results 
this month will indicate if we are see-
ing normal seasonality or a greater 
overall shift in the marketplace,” 
Dubin stated.

In St. Johns County, the median days 
on the market increased 25.6% to 76, 
with closed sales decreasing by 37.5% 
to 277 and pending sales decreasing by 
4.7% to 344. Meanwhile, new listings 
shot up 78.6% to 784.

At the same time, the active invento-
ry of single-family homes rose by 20% 

to 1,640, which is a 5.9-month supply.
Duval County followed the same 

general trend. The median price for 
a single-family home in January was 
$324,945, a decrease from December 
of 2.5%. The median days on the mar-
ket rose to 50, a 35.1% increase.

Closed sales decreased by 21.4% to 
574, and pending sales fell 11.9% to 
632. At the same time, the active in-
ventory rose by 24.1% to 2,627 homes, 
which is a 4.6-month supply.

For buyers, the best indicator may be 
the Home Affordability Index, which 
measures whether a typical family 
earns enough to qualify for a mortgage 
on a typical home — based on current 

interest rates, the median income and 
median house prices — assuming the 
buyers make a 20% downpayment.

A score of 100 indicates that this 
family would have precisely the 
income needed to qualify. A higher 
number indicates that the family has 
more than enough. A score lower than 
100 means that the family would not 
qualify.

Across Northeast Florida, the index 
is 70, an increase of 3.7%. In Duval, 
the index is 81, and increase of 4.5%. 
In St. Johns, the index is just 51, 
though still an increase of 10.9%.

Sales
Continued from 1
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© Baptist Health 2023

Physicians providing care at our hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals.

Where you  
deliver matters. 
Choose Beaches OBGYN to have 
your baby at Baptist Beaches. 

Baptist Medical Center Beaches 
1350 13th Avenue South
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

There’s no day more special than when you have your baby. Where you have your baby 
should be special too. 

Baptist Beaches has beautifully renovated maternity suites with advanced medical care and 
all the comforts moms and babies deserve. 

To deliver at Baptist Beaches, you’ll need an OB who has privileges at our hospital. 
Beaches OBGYN is the only practice that delivers here.

For a full list of OBs  
and to learn more, visit  

baptistjax.com/beachbabydoc.

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be 
so pleasant.” — Anne Bradstreet

By Kathy Esfahani
Many of us are frustrated with the 

appearance of our beautiful flowers 
and trees.

Winter’s cooler temperatures can 
be challenging for our favorite heat-
loving plants. But do not despair 
— many of the flowers and trees 
that look so sad at the moment are 
not dead! Do not pull them up or 

cut off the brown leaves. These brown areas can help 
protect the plants against future cold temperatures. It is 
best to wait until frost season is completely over before 
pruning.

Bush daisies are a perfect example of plants that may 
be currently brown and cold but will return beautifully 
in the spring. You can help your bush daisies stay warm 
by piling 3 inches of new mulch on the plant’s root 
zone. (Begin at the main stem of the plant and cover the 
ground outward under the canopy of the leaves) When 
warmer temperatures are here to stay, cut down the 
brown stems and leaves to make room for new growth.

This will also be a good time to apply an all-purpose 
fertilizer to help the plant begin to grow.

Once spring and summer arrive, bush daisies will 
thrive and produce yellow flowers all season long. 
These plants are native to Africa but quite happy here in 

our North Florida climate. They are recommended as a 
Florida-friendly landscaping plant because they are low 
maintenance and can withstand our cooler temperatures. 
Bush daisies prefer areas of full sun and are moderately 
drought-tolerant once established. They need well-
drained but moist soil; be sure to water newly installed 
plants regularly and then as needed long term.

Bush daisies feature dark green, lacy leaves and 
bright yellow blooms. They are beautiful when planted 
in large groups but also bold enough to stand alone. 
Bush daisies are sometimes considered a ground cover 
as they can grow 2-3 feet wide and may self-propagate 
from seeds that drop around the primary plant. Use 
them to add color to rock gardens, highlight the border 
of a garden bed or foundation, or fill in containers 
with other flowers. Bush daisies brighten any spot you 
choose and may attract butterflies to your landscape!

Be patient — spring is coming soon.

Flower of the Week: Bush daisy

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any 
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The 
phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, shares her tips for growing 
gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Bush daisies: Brown but not dead!
Flower of the Week

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
 Bush daisy
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Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections

Next Day Appointments

Same Day Reports

(904)338-9847
Info@termitedepot.com

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches

termiteDEPOT.com

Just Listed: Ponte Vedra Beach Oasis
Step into this centrally-located Sum-
merfield home and you’ll instantly feel 
at ease; light fills the high spaces, and 
the views are serene. The primary bed-
room features a walk-in closet, reno-
vated bathroom and a private study/
exercise room with walls of storage. 
Two more bedrooms have interesting 
architectural features and built-ins, 
and the office has excellent storage. This is a find, 
close to beach access, shops and schools. $985,000.

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Resourceful. Responsible. Respected.
Jacksonville Business Journal 2020

#3 realtor in ne Fl
Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2023

Clare Berry

hit at a different hole location that was 
more difficult being just beyond the front 
bunker.

However, he proved why he is a major 
champion with a shot that dropped two 
feet and eight inches from the hole.

Each participant was given a couple of 
shots each during two rounds.

Dee Brown, who played at Jackson-
ville University and was the 1991 NBA 
slam dunk champion had the lead after 
the first round of shots with a mark of 
three feet and five inches from the hole, 
followed by former Jacksonville Jaguars 
kicker Josh Scobee who hit a shot that 
settled five feet and 11 inches from the 
pin.

Furyk represented The Furyk Foun-
dation, while Brown was swinging for 
Operation New Hope and Scobee for 
Guardian Catholic Schools.

“I’ve been running their (Guardian 
Catholic Schools) charity golf tourna-
ment for the past 10 years, and we do 
it at either Deerwood Country Club or 
Timucuan Country Club,” Scobee said.

According to Scobee, he has been a 
regular at the event and enjoys coming 
out every year to give No. 17 his best 
shot, however, even though he’s been 
doing it for years, the nerves are always 

there when he steps up to the tee box.
“The nerves are there regardless,” 

Scobee said, “Sometimes you just forget 
every swing tip you’ve ever had, and you 
just get up there saying, ‘Please just let 

me hit the ball.’ Next year I just suggest 
we have some music going to try to help 
drown out the sound of our heartbeats 
(when they are about to hit).”

An intimate crowd of family and 
friends were on hand to watch with 
many people from the various charities 
involved there to root on their associated 
celebrities, such as actor Andy Buckley, 
who represented The Tesori Foundation.

“I’ve become great friends with Paul 
and Michelle Tesori over the last half a 
dozen years, and they were kind enough 
to say, ‘Come on down, Buckley,’” he 
said. “They’re a great bunch of folks and 
it’s such an easy thing to say yes to.”

Buckley is best known for his role as 
David Wallace on the television sitcom 
“The Office,” and even wore a Dunder 
Mifflin shirt to the event, which was the 
fictional paper company he worked for in 
the series.

The sun was out and it made for 
beautiful weather for the event and for 
the players as it was also not that windy, 
which makes No. 17 even more challeng-
ing.

“It’s gorgeous out here, and with all the 
stands set up, you really feel like you’re a 
bit of a stick,” Buckley chuckled.

Island Green
Continued from 1

Photo by Anthony Richards
Actor Andy Buckley gives some words of encouragement to former NBA slam dunk champion 
Dee Brown.
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Lesley Brawn

Lesley Brawn is a licensed Florida Realtor with 25 years of experience working in corporate business operations. From her office at 
the link, she serves both sellers and buyers, mostly in St. Johns and Duval counties. She places a very high value on family, collabora-
tion, integrity and faith. She also leads a group for businesswomen.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about Lesley Brawn Real Estate.
My individual branding is Lesley Brawn Real Estate, 

but Game Changer Realty is the umbrella. I represent 
residential. That would be condominium, single-family, 
town homes and also short-term rentals.

Do you have any specialties?
My specialties are first-time homebuyers, women in 

business and anyone who really values a collaborative 
working relationship.

What do you like best about what you do?
What I love is new constructions. I will put on a hard 

hat. I will put on a vest. I will put on work boots. I will 
get in the dirt.

I love to see a project start from just a bunch of weeds 
and sand to becoming a dream for buyers.

I also just love being a part of the emotional process 
and knowing that there’s a lot of excitement, there’s an-
ticipation, there’s anxiety … but just being there to say, 
“Listen, we’ve got this.”

But I’m a realist. I’m not in this business to just tell 
people what they want to hear just to either get the busi-
ness or close the deal.

My integrity means more to me than earning a com-
mission, because I not only represent my own personal 
brand, I represent the brokerage, and I want people to 
know that however the transaction goes, at the end of the 
day, it was honest and it was just filled with integrity and 
honesty.

Do you represent buyers or sellers or both?
I represent both. Not always in the same transaction.
People ask me: What’s your marketing strategy? And 

I will tell them that my marketing strategy is one word: 
price.

If the home is not priced correctly, nobody’s going to 
come look at it. 

When people go on the Zillows or the realtor.coms or 
the Redfins, they’re looking at not only the aesthetic ap-
pearance of the home, they’re looking at the price.

For buyers, I always try to temper their expectations. 
I want them to be excited. But one of the first things I 
always talk about to buyers is, again, price. What can you 
afford? 

I always try to let them know: Here are some other 
things that you may need to consider when purchasing a 
home. With a single family, it may be taxes. Landscaping, 
upkeep. CDD. HOA. I always make sure that all of those 
things fall in line with what they can afford.

And, with sellers, I always check to see if they’re 
purchasing something new. What do we need to list this 
house at in order for them to make that transition?

How can people contact you and learn more?
Folks can contact me via email, phone, text message. 

Also I am on social media. I’m on Instagram. I post about 
what’s going on in the daily life of real estate.

I am a new member of the St. Johns Chamber of 
Commerce. And I am involved in quite a few network-
ing groups. I also lead a women-in-business networking 
group twice per month, Xperience Connections. 

How long have you been in this business?
I have been in business for almost two years. but I have 

been a Realtor in my mind since I was 12 years old.
Back in the days when the Sunday paper was delivered 

and you had the comics, you know? My sister would take 
the comics, and I would take the real estate section. I 
would scan the listings in different areas, and I would look 
to see: What types of properties at what price points are in 
one area versus another? I was really just trying to figure 
out: What does the market look like if my mom ever 
wanted to purchase a home?

And I was always obsessed with floor plans. I took 
architectural design and drafting courses in high school. I 
was able to put together a full set of buildable blueprints 
when I was 15. I modeled them after a Florida-style 
home, so I don’t know if that was a premonition.

I went to a Boston University. Worked at a very presti-
gious private equity firm. For years, climbed the corporate 
ladder. But, the love of real estate was always with me.

I have been in a part of global companies for the 
longest time, most recently as an executive assistant to 
CEOs. That’s kind of my niche. CEOs, CFOs, CHROs 
and boards of directors. Traveling globally. I think that 

level of patience, attention to detail and diligence has 
done nothing but serve me well as I navigate this market.

How long have you lived here?
Moved down in January of 2018.

What do you like best about living here?
I love that there are different pieces, pockets of diver-

sity that are coming into this area.
People are discovering it, and people are really crafting 

it to be not just a showpiece of the PARC Group, but a 
showpiece of humanity.

I’ve always lived near the coast. I have never lived 
more than 10 miles from the ocean. So, I love being near 
the water.

But really the evolution of what’s happening, not only 
here in Nocatee, Ponte Vedra, but how it’s happening 
along Northeast Florida is the biggest piece of excitement 
for me. And I’m so excited to put my stamp on it.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is an abridged version of the 
interview. To read the entire article, go to ponteve-
drarecorder.com.

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Realtor Lesley Brawn operates her business out of the link in Nocatee.
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Matt & Naomi Wilkinson 
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Southern Latitude Group 

The Paull Team 
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Ron                
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Wahten 

Jaya                
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Terry     
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The Warner 
Group 

James 
Valenti 

Susie           
Mullinax 

Chris Rich & 
Rick Lofgren 

Malia             
Finger 

Jennifer 
Zeiller 

PPLLAATTIINNUUMM  CCLLUUBB  

Dan Gregory Lara Hoffman 

Cheryl  
Gillespie 

Meredith 
Schwarz 
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By Anthony Richards
The creation of a no-parking ordinance 

along San Juan Drive just took a step closer 
to becoming a reality following a unani-
mous vote in favor of it by the Ponte Vedra 
Municipal Service District during its Febru-
ary meeting.

The vote allows for the next step in pro-
cess to take place, which will include trustee 
Brad Wester and MSD attorney Wayne 
Flowers working on putting together an 
interlocal agreement that will then be passed 
along to representation with St. Johns 

County to be vetted through their proper 
channels.

If passed by the county, the no-parking 
ordinance would go into effect for the length 
of San Juan Drive from Solana Road to 
Ponte Vedra Boulevard.

According to Wester, the next step also 
includes the trustees meeting individually 
with the county commissioners and working 
to get the issue on the docket at a future 
county commission meeting.

The no-parking ordinance is expected to 
be similar to that of the one in place along 

Ponte Vedra Boulevard.
“San Juan has a lot more curves along its 

route compared to the boulevard,” Wester 
said. “For safety and circulation purposes, it 
shouldn’t be used as a parking lot, which is 
what it is right now.”

Many residents were on hand during the 
meeting to comment on the parking situa-
tion during the public comments section of 
the meeting prior to the vote taking place.

Some residents who live along the road-
way had questions about how an ordinance 
would impact them having a party at their 
residence.

Any no-parking ordinance will not 
completely limit the use of the roadway for 
parking by residents who are having a party 
or a certain occasion that will require an 
excess of people.

However, they will be required to apply 
for a permit with the county in order to get 
that approval.

“That’s done quite a bit on the boulevard 
and Deputy (John) Tedder can attest to 
that,” Wester said.

The push for a no-parking ordinance 
would not be directly linked to the sidewalk 
project along the route that has also been 
approved by the MSD and they are in the 

process of working out details with the 
county.

“They are separate projects, but they both 
have safety in mind,” Wester said.

Wester and Flowers have been in talks 
with the county about drafting an agree-
ment, that would have the MSD paying 
$200,000 in total, with $150,000 going 
toward a larger phase of the project and 
$50,000 for the smaller phase.

In other news from the meeting, the 
county is working on revising a new com-
prehensive plan and town hall meetings and 
input from the residents will be taken highly 
into consideration.

According to MSD chairman Al Hollon, 
major revisions to the current comprehen-
sive plan have not been made since the 
mid-1990s.

An online survey is available for residents 
to complete, and more info is available by 
going to sjcplanupdate.com.

Also, trustee Kitty Switkes informed her 
fellow trustees that the lot at Sunset Park 
that was in question and required cleaning 
has been completed.

“It looks great now,” Switkes said.
Now that it is cleaned up, landscape 

crews will continue to maintain it.

Connect with us!
3139 Philips Hwy. 
Jacksonville, FL
904.396.2233

North Florida‘s
Largest Selection of Fine Furniture & Accessories 

View our showroom. Only Buy Tickets at JaxSymphony.org  904.354.5547

   FEBRUARY 
16/17 Rachmaninoff’s  
 Second Symphony
23/24 Music of the Knights: 
 Paul McCartney,  
 Elton John &  
 Andrew Lloyd Webber
29 The Four Seasons
 
   MARCH  
8/9  Saint-Saëns’  
 Organ Symphony
15/16  Harry Potter and the 
 Half-Blood PrinceTM 
 in Concert
22/23  Rodgers & Hammerstein 
 Celebration!

  APRIL  
12/14  Opera: Carmen
19/20  Let’s Misbehave: Tony 
 DeSare Sings Cole Porter
26/27  The Pines & Fountains 
 of Rome
 
  MAY 
4 Organ Chamber Music
5 Terence Blanchard: 
 Absence

10/11 Dancin’ in the Streets: 
 The Sounds of Motown 
 Featuring Spectrum
12 ArtSongs
17/18 Adelya Plays 
 The Lark Ascending

Music For All!

MSD pushes for no-parking ordinance, 
next stop is county 
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We care for

with all of ours.

At UF Health, we care for your 
heart with all of ours. From 

developing lifesaving procedures 
to providing routine services, 

there is no heart condition too 
simple or too complex for the 
teams of caring professionals 
working together to provide 

personalized treatment plans, 
delivered close to home.

StJohns.UFHealth.org/heart

FREE
LUNCH & 
LEARN
at COA Center at Flagler 
Health+ Village

Tuesday, March 5th 
at 11:30am
Alaine Keebaugh, PhD will discuss
the advanced treatment options 

for managing tremor. Family 

& Friends are welcome 

to attend.

351 Town Plaza Avenue, Suite 205, Ponte Vedra, 32081  

Hosted by 
Alaine Keebaugh, Ph.D

RSVP by phone: 770-356-6410

Register Online to Attend Event: 
https://LearnDBS.com/1566

Is Essential Tremor or 
Parkinson's Disease Disrupting 

Your Quality of Life?

The Hangar ready for another ‘party’ in year two
The highly anticipated return of 

what has been dubbed “the party of the 
weekend” is just a few weeks away, and 
tickets are on sale for the 2024 iteration 
of The Hangar Amelia Island.

With an incredible line-up of auto-
mobiles and aircraft promised, guests 
will have plenty to view as they sip their 
cocktails and stroll the tarmac.

The sunset aperitivo will take place on 
the eve of the 29th Annual The Amelia, 
the famed Concours d’ Elegance on 
March 2 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
spectacular Bent Wing Flight Services, 
Fernandina Beach.

Eventgoers can anticipate a show stop-
ping displays of horsepower with cars set 
to be featured, including a 1966 Ferrari 
206 S Dino, 1955 Mercedes 300 SL 

Gullwing, 1966 Porsche 906 and a 1987 
Porsche 962,as well as a large stable of 
super and hypercars.

Highlights from this year’s curated 
exhibition also include historic aircraft 
such as a 1938 Lockheed 12A,300S and 
an Albatross N51ZD.

New partners joining this year include 
VistaJet, who will display two aircraft 
from their impressive business jet fleet, a 
Challenger 350 and a Gulfstream G450. 
Roger Dubuis will bring a collection 
of rare contemporary haute horlogerie 
for guests to view, including their just-
released Excalibur Spider Pirelli, fueled 
by adrenaline and crafted with winning 
motorsport tire rubber. 

For a fun twist, guests are invited 
to compete at their “pit stop” and race 
against the clock to swap out the time-
piece colorway—meanwhile, automotive 
partners joining include Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars and McLaren, who will dis-
play the 750S and their next-generation 
hybrid supercar-the Artura.

This year, The Hangar is pleased to in-
corporate an exciting new alignment with 
Hagerty and The Amelia, enhancing the 
weekend’s offerings to those traveling to 
Amelia Island for the annual festivities.

“We are thrilled to bring the second 
edition of The Hanger Amelia to what 
is the largest and most important week-

end gathering of car collectors and 
enthusiasts on the East Coast, and we 
are pleased to have this year aligned 

with Hagerty and The Amelia to ensure 
attendees of the weekend will find it to 

HANGAR  continues on Page 12

Contributed photo
This year will mark the second annual The 
Hangar on March 2.
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Family pier 
pass OK’d

The St. Johns County Board of 
County Commissioners unani-
mously approved the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s move 
to establish an annual family 
sightseeing pass for the St. Johns 
County Ocean and Fishing Pier, 
350 A1A Beach Blvd., St. Augus-
tine Beach, at the regular Feb. 6 
meeting.

The annual pass will give 
families the opportunity to visit 
the pier an unlimited number of 
times for the price of $50. The 
pass will be valid for two adults 
in the same household plus their 
children.

“This is going to make it more 
affordable for families, especially 
large families, to visit our pier,” 
Recreation Pier Coordinator 
Tracy Leahy said. “Now they can 
come to the pier and have the 
pass paid off in just a few visits, 
so when people have some spare 
time on their hands they can come 
take in a sunset with the family 
and enjoy this great sightseeing 
destination right in our back-
yard.”

Jax Beach set to continue 
sandcastle contest tradition

By Anthony Richards

One of the common things associated with 
going to the beach is building sandcastles, 
and Jacksonville Beach has been taking this 
to the next level with a contest for the several 
decades now.

The 45th Annual Jax Beach Sandcastle 
Contest will be held on April 27, but al-
though it may not be beach season quite yet, 
the registration process has already begun for 
those wanting to take part.

The contest will take place at 2:30 p.m. 
on the beach just north of the Jacksonville 
Beach Pier.

Registration ends March 1, so there are 
only a couple of more weeks to get involved 
in this local beach tradition.

Anyone interested can go to Jacksonvil-
lebeach.org and type “sandcastle contest” in 
the search box to find the registration, which 
they will have to print and fill out and drop 
off at the Jacksonville Beach Parks & Rec-
reation Office located at 2508 South Beach 
Parkway. The office is open weekdays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There will be several categories, based on 
both age and the number of people com-
peting. They include eight years old and 

younger, ages 9-12 and ages 13-16. In each 
of those categories there can be up to three 
children on a team.

There will also be a family entry and a 
group category, which can each have up to 
five builders of any age.

The registration fee to compete is $200 per 
group and all fees must be paid by the end 
of the registration period on March 31. Fees 
must be paid by cash or check and submitted 
to the parks & recreation office, just like the 
registration form itself.

All participants will be contacted via email 
once the registration period comes to an end.

Judges will be on hand to observe and rate 
the sandcastles during the competition with 

their ratings deciding the winners of each 
category.

The criteria the judges will be looking for 
is a sandcastle’s design difficulty, craftsman-
ship and overall appearance. Together they 
will make up the final score.

What makes the contest unique is that 
the construction does not have to be limited 
to types of sandcastles but can be sculpted 
to anything that a group’s imagination can 
come up with, as long as they are using sand 
as the sculpting material.

Any equipment may be used to help in 
the creation process, including sand buckets, 
shovels, and tools such as packers, cutters, 
tamps or points.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · February 15, 2024 COMMUNITY NEWS   11

200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

160 MUIRFIELD DR. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL     
$2,950,000 | LISTED BY STEVE MARTINEZ

157 WOODLANDS CREEK DR. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 
$949,500 | LISTED BY MARY ANN GABOR

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty. Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

5  BEDROOMS  |  5 BATHS  |  4,878 SQ. FT.

FEATURED PROPERTIES

4  BEDROOMS  |  3 BATHS  |  2,398 SQ. FT.

WATER TO GOLF VIEW SCREENED POOL & LANAI

First graders create light and shadow experience
In the science and technology labs at Jacksonville 

Country Day School, first graders embarked on a jour-
ney of creativity and exploration during their Maker-
space Deep Dive. Students integrated their classroom 
studies of animal biomes with their scientific unit on 
the study of light and shadows to create a breathtak-
ing museum-like immersive experience that left both 
parents and fellow students in awe. 

Here's how they did it:
Each group carefully selected an animal they 

learned about from their class-assigned biome. Using 
black paper, the students took to drawing their chosen 
animals with incredible attention to detail and ac-
curacy and cut out the end result. Using flashlights to 
create shadows of their animals, the students traced 
their creations on a larger scale. A massive white sheet 
of paper served as the canvas for the biome, where 
each group thoughtfully placed their animal, recreating 
a harmonious ecosystem.

The grand finale took place in the school’s audito-
rium, where special light effects were employed to 
bring the animal shadows to life. The room was bathed 
in different colored lights, each strategically chosen to 
highlight the unique characteristics of each biome.

What set this Makerspace Deep Dive apart was the 
captivating light and shadow experience that these 
young learners crafted, unlike any other. The maker-
space curriculum at JCDS seamlessly integrates global 
studies, project-based learning, and service learning 
into the science units of study, providing students with 
an enriched educational experience that goes beyond 
traditional classroom learning much like this one.

Contributed photos
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By Anthony Richards

For Kelly Ingram-Mitchell, experienc-
ing the ribbon cutting of Effect Medspa & 
Lifestyle Practice in St. Johns was a thrill-
ing moment, because she knows the hard 
work that went into making the business a 
reality.

“We actually purchased the building 
a year and half ago, and we pretty much 
gutted the place and just left the four walls 
standing,” Ingram-Mitchell said.

One of her approaches with the business 
is to make it a personal one for her clients, 
because it has been a personal journey for 
her to this point.

“I live in St. Johns and am only about 
three miles from the location, so this is 
where I call home, which makes it special 
for me,” she said.

Making sure to make people comfortable 
by instilling that homey feel also went into 
the design of the building, which includes 
a back porch area that was built on as part 
of the building, with the goal of offering a 
relaxing place and one where her patrons 
can get away to think if they need to.

“I’m an entrepreneur by trade, so I’m 
also really big on supporting the local busi-
nesses out there,” Ingram-Mitchell said. “I 
understand that it’s the little things and the 

relationships you build that make all the 
difference.”

As the name of the business implies, 
they are more than just a spa, and it is the 
promotion of a healthier lifestyle that is at 
the forefront of Ingram-Mitchell and her 
staff’s goals.

“Our primary focus is to help you 
preserve true health and beauty both inside 
and out,” Ingram-Mitchell said.

Some of the tools they use to help 

achieve their approach to a better and 
healthier beauty include treatments, such 
as Botox cosmetics and Dermal Fillers to 
customized facials and laser treatments.

Being a med spa means that the majority 
of treatments they perform and offer are 
medical grade, which is one of the ways 
they hope to stand out from other forms of 
spas.

“We’re not a resort spa, and we want to 
make sure people understand that when 

they come in,” Ingram-Mitchell said.
That message was surely received 

by much of the community, as a couple 
hundred people came out to visit Effect 
during their ribbon cutting day, according 
to Ingram-Mitchell.

“We had people just stopping in and 
saying hi, just because they were curious 
or had driven by and seen us building and 
wanted to see for themselves and know 
what went in here,” Ingram-Mitchell. “It 
was so great to see and experience the sup-
port that is out there.”

Ingram-Mitchell has a background in 
physical therapy, and she used that previ-
ous experience when forming her staff, 
which consists of three nurse practitioners, 
two aestheticians, a spa manager.

“I want our experience to be different, 
because I want people to know that we’re 
taking your skin and your skin health,” 
Ingram-Mitchell said. “If you don’t take 
care of your skin properly, it doesn’t matter 
what procedures you do. Education and 
making sure people know what to do is 
important to us.”

Effect Medspa & Lifestyle Practice is 
located at 651 State Road 12 in St. Johns, 
and they are open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday.

Love Trasca & Co. as
much as we do?

Scan the QR code to join our
rewards program to get

updates like this sent right
to your phone!

Tap into your OG ways and
clip this coupon to enjoy
during your next visit to

Trasca & Co.

$5 off a
Pizza Plus

Panino

pizza plus paninopizza plus paninothe originalthe original

This year is the Year of the Panino.
Our iconic dish is turning 50 years old.

Get a taste of how it started.

Valid for in-store purchase at
Trasca & Co. or PV Taproom

only. Expires March 31st, 2024.

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Effect Medspa brings lifestyle approach with ribbon cutting 

Photo by Susan Griffin
Effect Medspa & Lifestyle Practice held a ribbon cutting ceremony at its location at 651 State 
Road 13 in St. Johns.

Hangar
Continued from 9

be the best year of Amelia to date, with 
so much to see, do, and enjoy,”said co-
founder Shamin Abas.

Co-founder Jeffrey Einhorn added, 
“once again, we’re throwing the party 
of the weekend at Amelia and upping 
the ante with an incredible exhibition of 
exotic and rare cars which will wow even 
the most seasoned collector, as well as an 
array of spectacular aircraft, both vintage 
and new.

“We look forward to welcoming our 
guests to take it all in, drink in hand, and 
be ready to party—with great food and 
live music,” Einhorn said. 

Advance Pole Position tickets are 
available for a limited time at $295.

From Feb. 19, tickets will be offered at 
$350, with a portion of sales benefitting 
Friends of Fernandina Aviation. 

Contributed photo
The Hangar offers vintage and new cars and 
airplanes featured.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · February 15, 2024 COMMUNITY NEWS   13

CARING 
FOR KIDS

 Contributed photo

Samantha Minton, managing director for the First Coast Chapter of Blessings in a 
Backpack, accepts a donation from Palm Valley Rotary Club members Janeene Hart, 
Waine Banyas and Dave Gleason. The club's recent Caring for Kids raffle raised 
these funds to support local charities.

MOSH plans 
sensory night

The Museum of Science & History 
(MOSH) invites families and individu-
als to enjoy exclusive access to explore 
the museum for its monthly Family 
Sensory Night, 6-8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16. 
As part of the organization’s MOSHH-
HH… initiative, Family Sensory Nights 
allow guests to experience the museum 
in a sensory-friendly environment with 
modified sound and lighting.

Admission is $5 per guest, free for 
children age 2 and younger. Advanced 
tickets are available at themosh.org/
event/family-sensory-night. Walk-up 
admission will be available as space 
permits.

Visitors can interact with featured 
vendors and service providers, meet 
critters from the Florida Naturalist’s 
Center and experience an array of sen-
sory activities. This month’s theme will 
feature vendors and organizations that 
offer sensory-inclusive summer camp 
options for families. The Jacksonville 
Public Library will also be on site with 
storytime activities.

A sensory space will be set upon the 
first floor, equipped and staffed by We 
Rock the Spectrum. Sensory support 
kits with activities, fidgets, headphones 
and more are available at the front desk 
for temporary loan to guests during the 
evening thanks to the Center for Autism 
and Related Disabilities; the University 
of Florida’s Early Steps program also 
serves as a sponsor, providing ongoing 
support of this monthly event. 

MOSH is located at 1025 Museum 
Circle, Jacksonville.

For more informa�on call
(904) 285-8831 to speak
 with a Sales Rep. today!

Thinking of 
Advertising in 
the Recorder?
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Contributed photos
Pictured at the event: Board Member Kellie Roby, Ponte Vedra Church Lead Pastor Jacquie 
Leveron, Board Member Brittany Kleffner and Director/Duval County Jordan Whitmarsh.

Church raises funds 
to help teen moms

Ponte Vedra Church, located at 76 S. 
Roscoe Blvd., held a fundraiser on Sat-
urday, Feb. 10, to raise money for Young 
Lives, a nonprofit organization with an 
office in Jacksonville Beach. It helps teen 
moms who choose to keep and raise their 
babies. Young Lives develops teams of 
caring adults to build relationships with 
teen moms and their children.

More than $1,700 were raised during 
this fundraiser.

Gatherings for the girls, their babies 
and children provide fun, practical help, 
life-skills training and a safe place to hear 

about hope and God’s unfailing love. 
Young Lives fosters emotional, social and 
spiritual needs of young mothers as they 
raise the next generation.

More information and a way to make 
donations to this mission can be found at 
jaxmetroyounglives.younglife.org or call 
904 402-2686.

Ponte Vedra Church is a Bible-based, 
mission-driven congregation with an 
emphasis on supporting local communi-
ties. Worship services are held at 11 a.m. 
Sundays. Small Bible study groups meet 
throughout the week. 

Ponte Vedra Church members gather for brunch.
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

SEDATION DENTISTRY
Imagine going to the dentist and having complex treatments done without any pain, 

discomfort, or anxiety! Sedation Dentistry, also known as sleep dentistry, is the practice 
of creating a calm and relaxing state to allow for safe and comfortable dental care. There 

are numerous benefits to sedation dentistry, including the following:

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

• Minimal recollection of the dental procedure
• No pain or discomfort
• No sense of sound, smell, or time
• No fear, stress, or anxiety during treatment
• Treatment is easier for both the patient and dentist
• More dental work completed in fewer appointments

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

County OKs agreement for pedestrian lights on A1A
The St. Johns County Board of County 

Commissioners has approved an agree-
ment between St. Johns County and the 
Florida Power & Light Co. to execute 
and deliver LED lighting and installation 
of “H.A.W.K.” beacons at four pedes-
trian crosswalks located on State Road 
A1A at Treasure Beach Road, Green 
Street, Matanzas Inlet and Nease Beach-
front Park to improve public safety. 

The device, called a H.A.W.K. (High-
Intensity Activated CrossWalK) beacon, 
is a type of traffic signal designed to 
improve pedestrian safety at mid-block 
crossings. These signals operate in a 
yellow-red flashing-red sequence to alert 
motorists that pedestrians need to cross 
the road.

This sequence helps to regulate traffic 
flow and ensure that motorists are aware 
of pedestrians crossing the road. Unlike 
traditional traffic signals that operate on 
a fixed schedule, H.A.W.K. signals only 
activate when a pedestrian pushes the 
crossing button. This on-demand activa-
tion ensures that the signal is only used 
when pedestrians need to cross, reducing 
unnecessary stops for motorists when no 
pedestrians are present.

“The H.A.W.K. systems will be a 
great addition to these four intersections 
in the county to help ensure pedestrian 
safety,” said Public Works Director Greg 

Caldwell. “This is a top priority when 
improving infrastructure, and we’re 
excited to partner with FDOT and FPL 
to do it.” 

The Florida Department of Transpor-
tation and St. Johns County have partici-
pated in an agreement for state highway 

lighting maintenance and compensation 
for several years and the cost and reim-
bursement is included within the Public 
Works annual budget.

FDOT has informed the county of its 
intent to place street lights at four ad-
ditional locations. As per the agreement, 

the county will assume the maintenance 
responsibility related to these new street 
lights, which will be located adjacent 
to new H.A.W.K. crosswalks located 
at State Road A1A at Matanzas Inlet, 
Nease Beachfront Park, Treasure Beach 
Road and Green Road. 

Contributed photo
Pictured is a H.A.W.K. system in use on State Road 207.
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Walkers Ridge in Sawgrass Country Club
Step inside 52 South Nine Drive and experience a unique 

custom designed home that is perfect for entertaining 
family and friends. The cozy entrance to the foyer  

welcomes you to an open concept dining room, and light 
filled living room, and sunroom, that reveals one of  
Sawgrass Country Clubs waterfront views with a  

Northeastern exposure. This completely updated home with 
the master on the first floor is simply gorgeous! With 2294 

square feet of design this 3-bedroom 2 1/2 bath coastal 
traditional is light, and spacious, with a unique floor plan 

that connects the new Chefs kitchen, and  
breakfast room, to the dining room, office and spacious  

2 story living room, with a wood burning fireplace.  
Minutes to the beach and golf course. Enjoy country club 

living that is simply the best! Offered for $949,000.

904.789.VETS    PVBVET.COM

Dr. Louis Mack, DVM
Dr. Aaron Thivierge

3783 Palm Valley Rd.,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 

Located in The Shoppes at Palm Valley 
at the Roundabout

SERVICES WE OFFER:
VETERINARY MEDICINE & SURGERY

PREVENTATIVE CARE • ADVANCED CARE
DERMATOLOGY • DENTISTRY

HYPERBARIC THERAPY • PHARMACY
URGENT CARE/WALK-INS

TRUE LUXURY BOARDING & DAYCARE
OUTSIDE PET PARK

GROOMING AND THERAPEUTIC BATHING

Thank you for voting us 
BEST Veterinarian & 
 BEST New Business!

Chamber creates foundation to serve community
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce has an-

nounced the creation of the St. Johns County Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organi-
zation with the mission to serve the entire community 
through leadership opportunities, workforce education 
and economic development programs.

The Chamber established the foundation to expand 
its programming and culture of philanthropy beyond 
the business community. The foundation’s primary 
focus areas will include:

• Leadership St. Johns: The premier professional 
leadership development program in St. Johns County, 
Leadership St. Johns has fostered the growth of hun-
dreds of business and government employees for more 
than 20 years. The foundation seeks to create a perma-
nent scholarship fund to support Leadership St. Johns.

• Disaster relief: The foundation will create an emer-
gency relief fund for businesses to support recovery 
from natural disasters or economic downturns.

• Workforce development: Through partnerships with 
local educational institutions, the foundation will sup-
port the development of a highly skilled workforce and 
the creation of an employment pipeline of local work-

ers for St. Johns County businesses.
“The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Foun-

dation is a natural extension of the chamber’s work to 
promote a vibrant, diverse business environment in St. 
Johns County,” said Isabelle Renault, chamber presi-
dent and CEO. “The foundation opens new avenues for 
programs and philanthropic work to make a difference 
in the community at large as we work to strengthen our 
business community.”

The foundation will be led by a board of direc-
tors comprised of business leaders in the county. The 
founding members include Board Chair Cecil Gibson 
(Ameris Bank), Vice Chair Orville Dothage (Northrop 
Grumman), Secretary/Treasurer Erika Alba (Woolsey/
Morcom), Nancy Dering Mock (Nancy Dering Mock 
Consulting) and Chamber President and CEO Isabelle 
Renault.

“The community will benefit tremendously from the 
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Foundation,” 
Gibson said. “By offering education and leadership de-
velopment, along with the relief fund, the foundation’s 
work will create opportunities for both individuals and 
businesses to thrive in St. Johns County.”

The chamber invites its members and the community 
to celebrate the newly established foundation at a fund-
raiser kickoff event at 5:30 p.m. April 25 at bestbet St. 
Augustine, 800 Marketplace Drive, St. Augustine. The 
event will feature a poker tournament and reception; 
sponsorships and tickets are available by contacting the 
St. Johns County Chamber.

More information about the foundation is available at 
sjcchamber.com/foundation. 

Cecil Gibson Isabelle Renault

Spanish Food and Wine Festival returns Feb. 29 
Celebrate St. Augustine’s rich Span-

ish heritage through food, wine, music 
and culture at the Spanish Food and 
Wine Festival. Foodies, history buffs and 
oenophiles will be on cloud nine with the 
offerings and historic atmosphere. Tickets 
are now on sale.

When Pedro Menendez landed on 
the shores of Florida’s eastern coast, he 
brought with him the 4,000-year-old 
Spanish tradition of winemaking. Spanish 
wine has long been revered worldwide; 
the Romans admired it so much they had 
vintages exported across their empire. 
Spain has more hectares of grape vines 
than any other country in the world and, 
with its high altitude, produces some of 

the freshest, most balanced wines. They 
pair perfectly with the rustic tapas found 
in the bodegas and tapería of Spain.

Beginning Feb. 29 and continuing 
through March 2, the St. Augustine 
Spanish Food and Wine Festival offers a 
delicious look at the influence of Spain 
on food and wine at various locations at 
Flagler College and the Lightner Museum. 

The event features wine, spirits, tapas tast-
ings and luxurious dining prepared by the 
city’s finest culinary experts and served in 
the most beautiful, historic venues.

Every year, the St. Augustine Span-
ish Food and Wine Festival donates to 
local charities. Since the festival began, 
more than $380,000 has been donated. 
This year’s St. Augustine Spanish Food 
and Wine Festival supports the Flagler 
College Hospitality and Tourism Manage-
ment program. The funds provide valu-
able academic scholarships, study-abroad 
experiences and professional development 
opportunities. 

Tickets for the 2024 St. Augustine 
Spanish Food and Wine Festival are: 

• Tapas Wine & Spirits event on Feb. 
29: $150

• Grand Tasting General Admission on 
March 2: $100

Or, purchase tickets to both for $225. 
VIP Weekender tickets, which include 

admission to the Feb. 29 Tapas, Wine and 
Spirits event, the March 1 Cava Recep-
tion & Wine Pairing Dinner and the Grand 
Tasting VIP Experience on March 2 are 
$700.

Partners of the event include Bank of 
America, Radzinski Family, Michael’s, 
The Treasury on the Plaza and Pesca 
Vilano.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, go to Spanishwinefestival.com.
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405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Call Today! 904.686.3700

Be a  
Healthier You!

Nutrition
•Fresh! Never frozen!
•Healthy menu selections!
•We grow our own herbs!

Exercise
•On-Site Physical Therapy
•Daily Exercise Classes
•Fitness Center
•Water Therapy, Aqua Fit Classes

Emotional Wellness
•Caring, Attentive Staff
•One-on-One Activities
•Monthly Support Meetings
•Personalized Care Plans

Peace of Heart 
donation

 Contributed photo

Palm Valley Rotary Club members Waine Banyas and Janeene Hart present a 
donation to Peace of Heart Co-Founder Howard Groshell and spokesperson Josh 
Murphy. The club’s recent Caring for Kids raffle raised these funds to support local 
charities, such as Peace of Heart, whose vision is to create an environment where 
those with autism can realize a meaningful life. Peace of Heart offers an atmosphere 
of love, happiness and belonging where all life is valued, voices are heard and talents 
are developed to make a difference in the world.

Dillard’s spring fashions 
luncheon highlight

Coastal Friends is planning “A 
Tasteful Tee Off to Spring” fash-
ion show from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
March 6 at Marsh Landing Country 
Club, 25655 Marsh Landing Parkway, 
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Dillard’s is the sponsor this year. 
The models for the fashions and 
accessories will be Coastal Friends 
members showcasing such brands 
as Lilly Pulitzer, J. McLaughlin, 
IBKUL, Eileen Fisher and Antonio 
Melani — Dillard’s exclusive private 
label brand.  

Dillard’s Assistant Store Manager 
Kimberly Pond will be the emcee and 
Lisette Colebrooke, visual manager, 
will be busy behind the scenes help-
ing to make sure all goes smoothly, 
along with their resident makeup art-
ist, Rebecca Miller, from Chanel.

Additionally, Dillard’s will donate 
two high-end gift baskets as raffle 
tickets: one filled with ladies’ fra-
grances and the other with luxury 
skin-care products. Coastal Friends 
will make a donation to “Make-A-
Wish Foundation of Central & North-

ern Florida” on behalf of Dillard’s.  
The luncheon is open to the com-

munity, members and guests of 
Coastal Friends. The cost to attend 
is $25. As seating is limited for this 
very popular event, reservations 
must be made in advance; contact 
the luncheon chairman (bartshar@
comcast.net) as soon as possible. The 
luncheon menu will consist of caesar 
salad, chicken marsala, roasted red 
potatoes, asparagus and chef’s choice 
for dessert.  

Coastal Friends, formed in 1998, is 
a social group of women who live in 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee, Jack-
sonville, Jacksonville Beach, Neptune 
Beach, Atlantic Beach, St. Augustine 
and the surrounding area.  Some of 
the activities offered are: adventures 
and outings, book club, bunco, ca-
nasta and canasta lessons, happy hour, 
lunch in, lunch out, mah jongg and 
wine socials. Luncheons are held on 
the first Wednesday of every month, 
except for July and August. New 
members are welcome throughout the 
year.  
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www.sayskids.org | 904-829-1770

EMPOWERING MINDS,
TRANSFORMING LIVES

We are driven by
a belief that with
proper tools and

support every
youth can thrive, 
regardless of their

circumstances.

SAYS provides Residential services to
boys ages 6 to 17 with behavioral,
emotional and mental illness. This
program helps youth to process and heal
from trauma, develop social behaviors,
and build self-esteem.

The Community Action Team (CAT)
program offers parents and caregivers of
youth ages 11-21 with significant mental
health issues a safe and effective
alternative to out-of-home placement.

The Coaches Program is dedicated to
assisting youth who face unique
challenges, such as a lack of support
network, behavioral health issues, and
difficulty accessing essential mental
health services. 

Mobile Response Team (MRT)
provides assessments for youth
in crisis, significantly reducing
involuntary youth
hospitalizations (Baker Acts) 
in St. Johns County. 

MRT is available 24/7 
in St. Johns County, 
by calling 9-1-1 or 9-8-8.

Merger addresses a critical need for those who are struggling
Feeding Northeast Florida (FNEFL) 

announced on Monday, Feb. 12, its merger 
with longtime partner Renewing Dignity, 
an organization whose mission is to elimi-
nate “period poverty” through menstrual 
product distribution, education and advoca-
cy. The organization will now be known as 
Renewing Dignity: A Program of Feeding 
Northeast Florida. The merger is effective 

as of Jan. 1 of this year.
More than 260,000 people suffer from 

some level of food insecurity across the 12 
counties the nonprofit food bank serves. 
Often, food insecurity serves as an indica-
tor of other needs that are difficult to meet 
for families and individuals. In Florida, 
more than 785,000 struggle to access 
menstrual products. Nationally, two in 

five people struggle to purchase necessary 
period products –– across the First Coast, 
that’s where Renewing Dignity steps in. 

The partnership between the two or-
ganizations began in 2019 in response to 
a shared concern among local nonprofit 
agencies about the lack of menstrual prod-
ucts for those facing homelessness or in-
come insecurity. Feeding Northeast Florida 
played a crucial role as a distribution 
partner, using the organization’s expertise, 
bulk purchasing power and distribution 
channels to provide essential products to 
individuals and families in need.

The organizations have worked together 
to raise funds and awareness, as well as 
purchase, transport and warehouse period 
products to be distributed through the 
nonprofit’s extensive network of agency 
partners and dedicated distributions.

Moving forward, period products will be 
widely distributed across the 12 counties 
the organization serves.

“The need in our community is high 
–– and not just for food assistance,” said 
Susan King, president and CEO of Feed-
ing Northeast Florida. “So many of our 
neighbors struggle to make ends meet, and 
often that means a choice between buy-
ing necessary medicines, paying rent and 
buying food. What we often forget is that 
these cuts can filter into other areas of need 
as well, and that includes period products. 
We are grateful for the partnership we have 

had with Renewing Dignity, and we are 
looking forward to the increased difference 
we can make by bringing them under the 
FNEFL banner, making period products a 
staple of our distribution events. We could 
not do the important work we do without 
partners like Renewing Dignity –– and 
this new chapter will take us even further 
to meeting the needs of our friends and 
neighbors in the counties we serve.” 

Much of the program's daily operations 
will remain unchanged through the merger. 
Feeding Northeast Florida, already serving 
as the sourcing, warehousing and distribu-
tion partner, will take on the administrative 
and advocacy responsibilities formerly 
overseen by Renewing Dignity, including 
maintaining restrictions on funds raised for 
the program. An advisory committee, con-
sisting of former Renewing Dignity board 
members, will remain actively involved in 
advancing the mission.

“I am honored to continue to help 
guide Renewing Dignity as we make the 
transition under the umbrella of Feeding 
Northeast Florida,” said Jan Healy, founder 
of Renewing Dignity. “Our longstanding 
partnership with the leading food bank in 
our area instills great confidence in this 
next phase of the organization.”

For more information on the merger and 
how Feeding Northeast Florida helps those 
in need in the 12-counties it serves, go to 
feedingnefl.org. 

Please join us by making a donation
that will help provide rent and
utility assistance, hunger relief, and
a path to economic stability for
local families. 

Your contribution will make a
significant impact on those who
need it most.

Many of our neighbors are facing challenging financial times. 
At BEAM, we are more committed than ever to offering them the support they need.

850 6th Ave. S., Ste 400  |  904-241-2326  |  www.jaxbeam.org

SCAN TO DONATE
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Please Donate Today.

danielkids.org 
904.296.1055

YOUR DONATION CAN
• supply counseling for 

abused children
• connect neglected children 

with foster families
• provide homeless teens 

with shelter and support
• strengthen and reunify  

high-risk families

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional 
issues, many children can’t even imagine 
a positive future. Daniel’s experienced 
team can help them heal and build better 
tomorrows, but we need your help.

PAVE THE WAY TO A 
BRIGHTER FUTURE
for Local Kids in Crisis

Transporting seniors who still have life
and want to LIVE IT!!

Our Dial-a-Ride program takes seniors and disabled adults anywhere 
they wish to go in the Jacksonville Beaches area from Mayport 

through to Ponte Vedra Beach, including Mayo and Cypress Village. 
(Please call us three days prior to your appointment) 

(904) 247-1477 Ext. 1

Please consider donating to help 
keep our vehicles on the road and 
assist more seniors in their goal 
to remain independent and in their 
own homes. LEARN MORE AT:

www.beachescoa.org

The Jacksonville Jaguars, through the 
Jaguars Foundation, announced that they 
will be accepting applications for the 
DREAM BIG Scholarship to support high 
school female football athletes pursuing 
higher education. The announcement coin-
cides with the celebration of National Girls 
and Women in Sports Day, Feb. 7.

“As the popularity of girls’ flag football 
gains steam in the state of Florida and 
throughout our country, ‘girl power’ is 
more than a tag line as these athletes are 
proving that they can ‘dream big’ to reach 
their goals,” said Whitney Meyer, Jaguars 
senior vice president and chief commu-
nity impact officer. “We are proud to once 
again provide opportunities for postsec-
ondary education, continuing athleticism 
through collegiate play and potential future 
as professionals in the sports arena through 
the Jaguars DREAM BIG Scholarship.”

In its second year, the Jaguars Founda-
tion will award three $3,000 scholarships. 
The application is currently open and will 
accept applications through Wednesday, 
April 10. 

Recipients will be contacted directly in 
April by a member of the Jaguars Founda-
tion and will be recognized at the Jaguars 
NFL Draft Party at EverBank Stadium on 
Thursday, April 25.

To be eligible, applicants must meet the 
following criteria:

• Graduating high school senior in the 
state of Florida.

• Female high school senior participat-
ing in flag or tackle football.

• Plan to enroll in full-time undergradu-
ate program at an accredited college or 
university.

• Plan to pursue a career that positively 
impacts sports.

“The girls flag scholarship played a 
pivotal role in supporting my college 
journey at the University of North Florida. 
It significantly alleviated the financial 
burden, allowing me to focus on my stud-
ies and pursue my academic goals with 
greater ease,” said Hadiya Bakhtari, 2023 
DREAM BIG scholarship recipient. “I’m 
truly grateful for the invaluable assistance 
it provided. I am so happy that there is 
a scholarship like this for girls who play 
football because it provides a great oppor-
tunity while also recognizing the student 
athlete.”

Girls flag football is a program of 
Jaguars PREP, a commitment to growing 
the game of football through Northeast 
Florida by removing barriers of accessibil-
ity, encouraging health and safety, building 
strong character amongst participants and 
enhancing opportunities and resources for 
youth and high school football athletes. 

Through the program, the Jaguars host 
multiple events for high school athletes, 

including girls flag football events.
Later this month, the Jaguars will host 

the Girls Flag Football Preseason Classic, 
a tournament-style event with more than 
45 area high school on Feb. 16-17, and the 

Girls Flag College Showcase, a combine 
for girls’ flag athletes to be seen by NAIA 
college coaches and scouts on Feb. 18. 

Both events will take place at EverBank 
Stadium and Daily’s Place Flex Field.

Your donation of just $10 a month or 
$100 annually will ensure they don’t!

Help provide a homeless child or teen with
safe shelter, vital services and 

meals for 3 nights.

Visit www.stfrancisshelter.org today! 

No child should
spend a night 
on the street...

No child should
spend a night 
on the street...

Kare      Kidsfor

Jaguars show support for female athletes with scholarships
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Leaders with Baptist Health, Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital, Baptist Behavioral 
Health, and The PLAYERS Championship 
Village, Inc. held a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on Feb. 9 to open Wolfson Children’s new 
Behavioral Health and Wellness Unit.

The 20-bed unit will double the number 
of beds available to children and adoles-
cents needing inpatient behavioral health 
care.

The unit opened to patients on Febru-
ary 12 and will help reduce wait times for 
behavioral health inpatient beds by 50%. 
The unit is funded, in part, by a $3 million 
gift from The Village and a $5 million state 
appropriation approved by Florida lawmak-
ers and Governor Ron DeSantis last year.

“Many may not be aware of the scarcity 
of hospital beds for children and teens 
who have a critical need for mental and 
behavioral health care,” said Michael A. 
Mayo, DHA, FACHE, president and CEO 
of Baptist Health, which includes Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital. “Unfortunately, the 66 
beds that are available between Jacksonville 
and Orlando are not enough to meet the 
growing need for inpatient behavioral health 
care services in Northeast Florida, and we 
are grateful to all who have helped us meet 
the demand for this vitally important care 
by adding 20 pediatric behavioral health 
beds.”

The inpatient unit is located on the third 

floor of Wolfson Children’s Hospital in 
space previously occupied by the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit, which relocated to the 
Borowy Family Children’s Critical Care 
Tower in 2022.

It joins the 14-bed Larry J. Freeman Be-
havioral Health Unit on the first floor of the 
J. Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver Tower 
and an eight-bed behavioral health pod in 
the main Wolfson Children’s Emergency 
Center.

“Wolfson Children’s new Behavioral 

Health and Wellness Unit will significantly 
expand our capacity to care for children and 
adolescents needing hospitalization for be-
havioral health care. We know the need for 
behavioral health services is increasing, and 
our new inpatient unit will not only help 
save lives, but it will serve as a safe and 
comforting space for our patients as they 
receive the care they need,” said Allegra C. 
Jaros, MBA, president of Wolfson Chil-
dren’s Hospital. “We are grateful to THE 
PLAYERS Championship Village Inc. and 

state lawmakers, who recognize the impor-
tance of addressing mental health conditions 
in our most vulnerable community. Wolfson 
Children’s can continue to provide com-
passionate and individualized care for our 
patients and families thanks to their support 
of this new behavioral health unit.”

The funding from The Village was 
announced last spring and builds on a 
relationship between Baptist Health and 
THE PLAYERS, which extends more than 
a decade. In addition to the $3 million gift 
from The Village, THE PLAYERS provided 
a $1 million gift in 2011 and $2 million in

2016 to benefit child health, wellness 
and injury prevention programming at THE 
PLAYERS Center for Child Health at Wolf-
son Children’s.

“THE PLAYERS Championship Village 
has a long history of ensuring that young 
adults in our community have the right 
foundation for success and we are hopeful 
this gift will have a life-changing impact for 
youth in need of behavioral health services 
for many years to come,” said, Jim Marlier, 
a board member of THE PLAYERS Cham-
pionship Village, Inc.

Over the past 50 years, THE PLAYERS 
and The Village have supported more than 
300 nonprofit organizations across North-
east Florida. THE PLAYERS Champion-
ship will take place this year March 12-17, 
2024.

New children’s behavioral health unit opens

Contributed photo
Wolfson Children’s Hospital held a ribbon cutting ceremony on its new behavioral health and 
wellness center on Feb. 9.
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DON’T BE A VICTIM OF PROPERTY FRAUD!

PROTECT YOURSELF  
FROM PROPERTY AND 

MORTGAGE FRAUD 
FOR FREE

• A FREE notification service offered by your 
St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Comptroller.

• Get alerted by email any time an Official 
Record document is recorded in your 
registered name.

• Subscribers know to take prompt action if 
they see potentially fraudulent activity in 
their public records.

Don’t pay for an early warning service that’s 
FREE through your local Clerk of Courts!

Sign up for 
FREE today!

St. Johns County Potential 
Fraud Alerts

Learn more at https://stjohnsclerk.com/recording-activity/

UF Health St. Johns 
nurse honored 

with DAISY Award
Gillian Tarbett has been honored as the 

UF Health St. Johns DAISY Award recip-
ient for the fourth quarter of 2023. Tarbett 
was recognized for providing superb care 
to a patient and for the emotional support 
she gave to the entire family.

The DAISY Award is an international 
program that rewards and celebrates 
the extraordinary compassion and skill 
nurses give daily. Tarbett, a registered 
nurse on the fifth floor at UF Health 
Flagler Hospital, was nominated for the 
exemplary care she provided, not only to 
the patient but also in calming his wife 
and his daughter, who had rushed to St. 
Augustine from Orlando.

“She was extremely knowledgeable, 
articulate, personable and wise,” wrote 
Lenus Sutherland in his nomination letter. 
“She allayed my daughter’s fears and 
tirelessly answered my questions and 
concerns.”

Tarbett’s care impressed Sutherland, 
who has spent his entire career in the field 
of health care technology, not only with 
her clinical knowledge of his treatment 
plan but in the demeanor she employed, 
which left him in the best possible space 
for recovery.

“Her medical education was obviously 
solid and wide-ranging,” Sutherland 
wrote. “Her communication skills were 
superb, and her interactions with fellow 
health care team members left us all feel-
ing like the care I would receive from any 
of them was to be trusted.

“It was a privilege to see her in action 
and to be under her expert care.”

Tarbett was honored that her patient 
recognized her compassion and goal of 
making his stay as comfortable as pos-
sible.

“It’s such an honor,” said Tarbett. “I 
tell my patients, ‘We know no one wants 
to be here, you’re in pain, it’s scary wak-
ing you up all hours of the night,’ so if I 
can just make it a little bit better, that’s 
my goal.

“I want to be that nurse who gets to 
know her patients. If I can help ease that 
fear just a little bit, it makes my heart 
happy.”

“Gillian’s care of Mr. Sutherland is 
representative of the total care we strive 
to provide each of our patients,” said 
Carlton DeVooght, president and CEO 

of UF Health St. Johns. “She provided 
the physical and emotional care that Mr. 
Sutherland needed in his time of duress. 
UF Health St. Johns focuses on each and 
every patient’s experience when they are 
with us, and Gillian represents exactly 
what we endeavor to accomplish.”

In recognition of this honor, Tarbett 
received a stone-carved “Healers Touch” 
trophy, a DAISY winner’s pin, a gift 
basket and a $200 bonus.

Tarbett’s nomination was among 50 
recognitions submitted in the fourth quar-
ter of 2023 by patients, their families and 
UF Health St. Johns team members.

The DAISY Award for Extraordinary 
Nurses is part of The DAISY Founda-
tion’s program to recognize the super-
human efforts nurses make every day.

The not-for-profit DAISY Founda-
tion, based in Glen Ellen, California, was 
established by J. Mark Barnes and his 
family in memory of his son J. Patrick 
Barnes. Barnes died at the age of 33 in 
1999 from complications of idiopathic 
thrombocytopenic purpura, a little-known 
autoimmune disease. The nursing care he 
and his family received while he was ill 
inspired this unique means of thanking 
nurses for making a profound difference 
in the lives of their patients and families.

Contributed photo
Gillian Tarbett is the most recent recipient of 
the UF Health St. Johns DAISY Award.

Thinking of Advertising
in The Recorder?

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!



Ponte Vedra Recorder · February 15, 202422   BUSINESS WEEKLY

The Best, New Dining Experience in Ponte Vedra Beach

LUNCH  a  DINNER  a  HAPPY HOUR a  EVENTS a  BRUNCH 
argylepvb.com   |   254 Alta Mar Drive, 32082

Our chef driven menu consists of sophisticated dishes of land and sea, pairing perfectly with our cozy, 
romantic & vibrant ambiance. We are open to public and available for private events.

Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120, Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Business Weekly
For MORE business news, go to facebook.com/ThePVRecorder
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Real estate business achieves 
$1.4B sales volume in 2023

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty has announced that 
the company achieved $1.4 billion sales 
volume in 2023. The company celebrated 
its spirit of excellence and its Realtors’ 
highest honors and achievements at the 
Agents are Forever 2023 Annual Awards 
celebration.

The celebration reimagined a James 
Bond theme of “Diamonds are Forever” 
to “Agents are Forever” for the purpose of 
showcasing and honoring its loyal Realtor 
team.

“Our Realtors, managers and support 
team members are dedicated industry 
leaders and professionals with an enduring 
commitment to their clients, the community 
and our company, and I’m so appreciative 
of their loyalty and their contributions,” 
said Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty Founder and 
Chairman Linda Sherrer. “Our company’s 
success is a result of the impact made by 
our Realtors, employees and business 
partners.”

The event brought hundreds of real estate 
professionals together at Deerwood Castle 
to applaud a year of triumphs, teamwork 
and exceptional achievements.

Realtor Anita Vining of the San Marco 

Metropolitan office led the company as the 
top producer with $56.8 million in closed 
volume. Vining is the company’s top sales 
agent with 47 sales and top transaction 
agent with 98 transactions.

In addition to recognizing Vining for 
her success in 2023, she was presented 
with the Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-

vices 25-year Legend Award, recogniz-
ing individuals and teams who achieve 
Chairman’s Circle awards for five, 10, 15, 
20, 25 and 30 consecutive years, meaning 
they consistently rank among the top 2% of 
sales associates in the network. Realtor Lee 
Elmore also received the 10-year Legend 
Award and Realtors Kathy Coletti and 
Beverly Brooke earned five-year Legend 
awards.

The company’s other 2023 top producers 
include:

• Realtor Stefanie Bernstein of the St. 
Augustine office was named the company’s 

top listing agent with 30 listings. 
• The Hudgins and Alexander Team of 

the Ponte Vedra Beach office was recog-
nized as the top producing team with $51.7 
million in closed sales volume.

• The Ricci Group of the St. Augustine 
office was named the top sales team with 
63 sales, top transaction team with 128 
transactions and top listing team with 35 
sales. 

• Realtor Amanda Rodriguez of the 
Avondale Metropolitan office was named 
“rookie of the year” with a closed vol-
ume of $3 million. She also achieved the 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Honor 
Society. 

• The Avondale/San Marco Metropolitan 
office, under the leadership of Josh Cohen, 
received the top office/Chairman’s Cup 
award, which recognizes success in a num-
ber of categories, including client feedback, 
selecting talent, listing sides, closed sides, 
per person productivity, closed volume and 
profitability.

“I am so proud of Forever Agents, who 
demonstrated unparalleled commitment to 
achieve their goals in 2023,” said Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty President Ann King. “At the Forever 
Brand, our intention is to do more in 2024, 
making dreams come true for our clients, 
colleagues and the community.”

For more information about Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty, go to FloridaNetworkRealty.com or 
FLNetworkRealty.com.

Contributed photo
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices President Ann King, left, and Founder and Chairman 
Linda Sherrer, right, celebrate with Realtor Anita Vining, who was named the company’s top 
producer. 
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Cap’s On the Water announces new ownership
Cap’s on the Water, an award-winning 

waterfront restaurant known for its coastal 
cuisine and sunset views, recently an-
nounced Stephen Joost as majority owner. 
Bernard De Raad, who purchased the 
establishment in 1999, will remain as an 
owner to manage daily operations. Joost 
and De Raad also plan to develop several 
full-service, coastal restaurants together. 

Joost is a founding partner of the 
Jacksonville-based chain Firehouse Subs. 
After he and his partners sold the com-
pany in 2021, he became an investor in 
Yoga Den, the largest privately-owned 
yoga brand in Northeast Florida. He says 
his goal has always been to return to 

restaurants, having spent the last 30 years 
in the business. 

“I’ve been blessed to be a part of the 
restaurant industry in Jacksonville for the 
last 30 years, but I’m not finished yet,” 
Joost said. “I wanted to build another 
restaurant company, but never imagined 
this opportunity or that I would find such 
a perfect fit with Bernard. It is an honor 
to own an iconic restaurant like Cap’s on 
the Water and continue the legacy that 
Bernard and his team have built.” 

Joost’s new company, Southside Rita 
LLC, is named in honor of his mother Rita 
Joost, a Jacksonville philanthropist who 
died in 2019. 

De Raad and his wife, Vivian, pur-
chased Cap’s on the Water 25 years ago 
and are the visionaries behind its reputa-
tion for upscale dining and chef-driven 
recipes in an “Old Florida” setting on the 
Intracoastal Waterway.

The restaurant is known for its unique 
service culture, long-tenured employees 
and devoted guests. Much of the menu is 
made from scratch, including the cock-
tails, which are hand-crafted by a house 
mixologist. Some of the “Cap’s Classics” 
include the top-selling Sesame Seared 
Tuna, Calamari Vilano and Pear Ravi-
oli, as well as real, Southern-style fried 
seafood.  

De Raad said the key to the new 
partnership is Joost wanting Cap’s on the 
Water to stay the same. It also allows the 
partners to focus on bringing new restau-
rants to St. Augustine. 

“Stephen believes in the culture and 
philosophy we have built at Cap’s and will 
ensure that it remains intact and that is 
very important to us,” said De Raad. “My 
fingers are always itching, and I have been 
dreaming up ideas for future concepts 
for years. We share a vision of opening 
new, iconic restaurants that use the same 
proven model as Cap’s on the Water.” 

The duo expects to announce its first 
concept later this year. 

Photos provided by Cap’s On The Water
The sunset as seen from Cap’s On The Water

Stephen Joost, left, is the new majority owner of Cap’s On 
The Water, and Bernard De Raad will remain as an owner.
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Experience the good a simple smile can do.

New Boeing facilities to support military aircraft
Boeing has opened a new maintenance, repair and 

overhaul (MRO) hangar for military aircraft and a com-
ponent operations repair facility in Jacksonville.

The site expansion is expected to create more than 300 
jobs.

The 385,000-square-foot MRO hangar is designed to 
help Boeing better serve its military customers, including 
the U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force, with state-of-the-art 
maintenance and repair support.

“This new facility enables us to strengthen the support 
to our customers’ operational readiness and grow our 
skilled workforce within the Jacksonville community,” 
said Rhiannon Sherrard, Boeing Jacksonville executive 
site director.

Spanning 275,000 square feet with more than eight 
hangar bays, and an additional 110,000 square feet of 
office and support space, the new area can accommodate 
up to eight P-8 multi-mission maritime patrol aircraft. 
The ramp area can accommodate up to 14 fighter jets, or 
two wide-body and five narrow-body aircraft.

The facility will further enable Boeing's work upgrad-
ing warfare capabilities and mission readiness for P-8, 
in addition to maintaining F/A-18 Super Hornets for the 
U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels as well as F/A-18 structural 
repairs and avionics upgrades for fleet aircraft. Addition-

ally, Boeing will perform upgrades to KC-46 jets. 
Over time, the facility will incorporate new technolo-

gies such as autonomous aircraft inspection, which 
streamlines processes and enhances efficiency by reduc-
ing aircraft downtime and increasing safety and quality 
measures for military operators. 

Boeing also announced the opening of its new 
150,000-square-foot component operations repair facil-
ity, located adjacent to the MRO facility. That building 
will work on flight control surfaces and parts in support 
of F/A-18 and KC-46 aircraft and will be fully opera-
tional in the coming months.

Since 2018, Boeing has contributed more than 
$600,000 to the Jacksonville community. During the 
event, Boeing announced a new $50,000 grant to the 
Communities in Schools Jacksonville Student Enrich-
ment Program and $50,000 toward Veterans Florida’s 
Veteran Employment and Training Services.

The new facilities bring the total Boeing site footprint 
to more than 546,000 square feet.

Contributed photos
The new Boeing hangar in Jacksonville.

Dignitaries cut the ribbon on the new facility.
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Should you change investment strategies?
Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

You may take a “set it and forget it” 
approach to investing. But, over time, 
life events, the timing of when you need 
the money and market events are likely 
to compel you to revisit your strategy. 
Here are some things to consider when 
they arise.

Dealing with life events
Events, both expected and unex-

pected, like the following could cause a 
change in your long-term goals and time 
horizon:

• Graduation
• Marriage, divorce, or remarriage
• Birth of child or grandchild
• Change in health status
• Job loss, retirement, or early retire-

ment
• Death of a loved one
These types of events may prompt 

you to revisit your investment strategy, 
and in fact, they may be good reasons to 
make changes. Do you need to repriori-
tize your investment goals, spending, or 
how much debt you need to pay down? 

Before you reallocate your invest-

ments, remember to plan with the same 
careful consideration you gave to creat-
ing your original investment strategy.

Responding to market action
In addition to life events, you may 

want to revisit your investment strategy 
when there’s market volatility. Is that 
college tuition/mortgage/vacation pay-
ment nearer than you anticipated, mak-

ing you realize that you may need to be 
more conservatively invested? 

It is worth noting that your time ho-
rizon for needing the money is the key 
factor here. Avoid making emotional de-
cisions based on today’s 24/7/365 news 
cycle. It can be tempting to react to the 
headlines when you might be better off 
simply riding out the volatility if you 
have a longer time horizon. 

That doesn’t mean you should never 
respond to market action. However, it’s 
often a good idea to think long and hard 
before you change or, at the extreme, 
abandon your strategy.

This article was written by/for Wells 
Fargo Advisors and provided courtesy 
of Ponte Vedra Wealth Management 
Group in Ponte Vedra Beach at 904-
273-7918.
Investment and Insurance Products 
are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation 
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Includ-
ing Possible Loss of the Principal 
Amount Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name 
used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells 
Fargo & Company. PM-06272025-
6182382.1.1
©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. 

GUEST COLUMN

Jamie L. Seim, Matthew D. Guevara, Evonne T. Heykens and Stephen T. Foody.
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Bartram focus of haiku contest, deadline is March 1
St. Johns Cultural Council, which pro-

motes arts, culture and heritage, has an-
nounced its Fourth Annual Haiku Contest.

Local poets of all ages are invited 
to submit up to three haiku inspired 
by William Bartram’s travels in St. 
Johns County through the online ap-
plication portal at https://form.jotform.
com/230044722386048. 

Applications must be submitted on or 
before March 1 and the following guide-
lines apply.

Applicants must be residents of St. 
Johns County. Each may submit up to 
three haiku, and the theme of this year’s 
contest is the “250th Anniversary of 
William Bartram’s Travels in St. Johns 
County.” 

Haiku need not mention the words 
“William Bartram,” “St. Johns County” or 
“Florida.” However, the work should be 
inspired by the natural landscapes, flora, 
fauna, and ecology of St. Johns County. 
Although haiku are not usually titled, 

submissions must provide titles to assist 
in identifying the work. Additionally, all 
haiku must be previously unpublished and 
original.

A selection committee will choose three 
first place haiku, one each in the follow-
ing categories with students from 5 to 9 
years of age, students from 10 to 12 years 
of age, students from 13 to 17 years of 
age and adults from 18 years and older.

Authors of the first place haiku will 
each receive a $100 prize, and the win-

ning haiku will be published on St-
JohnsCulture.com, in the organization’s 
electronic newsletter, and in the AC PAPA 
Literary Journal. The selection committee 
will also recognize up to eight honorable 
mentions (two haiku in each category) 
that will also be published on the website 
and in the newsletter. Each author of an 
honorable mention haiku will receive a 
$25 gift certificate. 

Images provided by St. Johns Cultural Council
A poet reads her haiku from a past contest.

Lenny Foster, Christina Parrish Stone, Michael Henry Lee and Chris Bodor were the judges in 
the second annual haiku contest.

HAIKU  continues on Page 27
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2024 THEATRE SCHEDULE

Escape to  
Margaritaville
APRIL 4 – MAY 12

Boeing Boeing 
MAY 23 – JUNE 16  

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat 
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 11  

Gypsy  
AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29  

The Wedding  
Singer  

OCT. 3 - NOV. 10

A Christmas  
Story  

NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

GET YOUR ALHAMBRA SEASON TICKETS NOW!LIVE ON STAGE
FEB. 22 – MARCH 31

Lumen Repertory 
Theatre to present 
compelling drama

The Lumen Repertory Theatre’s inau-
gural production of its 2024 season will 
be the compelling drama “A Small Fire” 
by Obie Award winner Adam Bock. This 
evocative play, directed by Brian Niece, 
will feature the Jacksonville local Brooks 
Anne Meierdierks as Emily Bridges in 
a performance that promises to move 
audiences.

This poignant story highlights the re-
silience of human connection in the face 
of adversity. Described as a theatrical 
combo plate, the play offers a mix of rau-
cous humor and unexpected emotional 
depth. It is a bold look at the notion that 
some bridges just won’t burn.

“A Small Fire” follows Emily Bridges, 
a woman who has fiercely controlled 
her family, her work and her life, but 
suddenly begins to lose her senses. As 
she navigates this uncharted territory, the 
play beautifully explores the unpredict-
able nature of life and the resilience of 
human spirit. It's a story that resonates 
with the bold theme of Lumen Repertory 
Theatre's season, inviting audiences to 
engage with the strength and vulnerabil-
ity of the human condition. 

The strong physicality and unique ap-
proach to live performance that the pro-
fessionals of Lumen Repertory Theatre 
are becoming known for will be on full 
display. In this second year of North-
east Florida’s only fully professional, 
regional, repertory theatre company, “A 
Small Fire” sets the tone for a ground-
breaking slate of bold and transformative 
journeys.

Performances of “A Small Fire” begin 
Friday, Feb. 16, and run through March 
2 in the historic San Marco Church at 
1620 Naldo Ave.

“In our inaugural season, we illu-
minated some of the possibilities for 

world-class, professional theatre here 
on the First Coast,” said Niece. “For 
season 2024, we are unflinchingly rais-
ing the heat on a bold theme that is sure 
to delight, provoke and open the door 
to even more possibilities for artists and 
audiences alike.”

In addition to Meierdierks, the cast 
includes James Webb, Bill Ratliff and 
Pauleen Conde. The production team 
includes Niece as sound designer, Josh 
Andrews as stage manager, Claire 
Cimino as set and production designer, 
Mike Livingston as lighting designer and 
Cathy Dooley as costume designer.     

For more information on “A Small 
Fire,” the season ahead and how to pur-
chase tickets, go to lumenrep.org.

All performances are at 7:30 p.m. The 
show dates are: Feb. 16, 17, 22, 23 and 
24, and March 1 and 2. Tickets are $45, 
$20 for students with valid student ID.

Author to share 
writing secret

Shutta Crum writes books for 
children and poetry for adults. She’s 
also an acclaimed storyteller, retired 
librarian and teacher. She knows what 
successful books for all ages should in-
clude and will share it in her presenta-
tion, “The Four Hs: What Every Book 
for the Young (and Old) Must Have,” at 
the Ponte Vedra Writers group meet-
ing at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.

Shutta (pronounced Shut-Uh) comes 
from a long line of Kentucky storytell-
ers and uses her skills to not only win 
awards and delight audiences — in-
cluding being invited to participate in 
the 2005 White House Easter Egg Roll 
— but as an educator. In her talk to the 
Ponte Vedra Writers group, she’ll dis-
cuss the importance of including these 
key elements — the Four Hs, which are 
Heart, Hurt, Hope and Humor.

“Whether you are writing wordless 
books or door-stopper volumes for 
young adult/new adult readers, these 
concepts are core concerns.” said 
Shutta.

Using a wide variety of examples for 
readers of all ages, she’ll illustrate how 
successful writers weave these ele-
ments into their stories. 

The Ponte Vedra Writers group is 
part of the Florida Writers Association, 
a statewide, membership organization 
dedicated to the support of both aspir-
ing and published writers in any genre.

The Feb. 24 meeting is free and open 
to members and nonmembers alike. For 
information on FWA, go to floridawrit-
ers.org.

Shutta Crum

Courtesy of the Lumen Repertory Theatre

Authors of the winning haiku will be 
selected and notified no later than March 
29 and recognized during St. Augustine 
PoetFest on April 13. The event will 
be held at Flagler College, Ringhaver 
Student Center, 50 Sevilla Street, Virginia 
Room, second floor.

To learn more about Bartram, go to his-
tory.domains.unf.edu/floridahistoryonline/
projects-proj-b-p-html/projects-bartram-
html and floridamuseum.ufl.edu/natural-
ists/bartram.

Haiku
Continued from 26
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Playoff hoops are upon us

Sharks send boys and  
girls to states after 

winning district titles

By Anthony Richards

It was a clean sweep of district basket-
ball titles for Ponte Vedra High School, as 
both their boys and girls teams took home 
the honors.

First, it was the girls squad, which 
defeated Beachside to win the district 
championship, 52-45, on Feb. 9 and the 
boys followed it up a day later with a 
79-73 victory over Oakleaf to claim the 
second title in as many days.

The Sharks proved that they could win 
in multiple ways, as the girls outlasted the 
Barracudas in a defensive slugfest, while 
the boys team won a shootout against the 
Knights.

On both occasions the offense and de-
fense came up big for the Sharks when it 
needed to the most and that will be some-
thing they will lean on as they prepare to 

embark on a state playoff run.
The win got the boys to 20 wins on the 

year, and with an overall record of 20-7, 
they enter the Class 6A tournament as the 
No. 2 seed in their region, with Wiregrass 
Ranch occupying the top seed.

The Sharks will face-off against Tal-

lahassee Lincoln (18-6) on Feb. 15, as the 
Trojans make the long trip along Inter-
state-10 for the matchup.

If the Sharks win, they could square 
off in a rematch against No. 3 Oakleaf in 
the second round or No. 6 Gainesville, 
depending on that game’s outcome. Either 

way the Sharks will have home court 
advantage for the contest.

The girls squad finished with a record 
of 19-8 and have followed a similar path 
as their boys team counterparts, as their 
district title also earned them the No. 2 
seed and they will matchup against Spring 
Hill Springstead (21-4) in the opening 
round.

Although Springstead achieved 20 wins 
and has a better record than the Sharks, 
it was the Sharks tough schedule along 
with the district title that helped them be 
deserving of a No. 2 seed in the eyes of 
the FHSAA.

It is that strong schedule which they 
are also hoping will come into play now 
that the postseason is here, because all the 
tournaments and games against top com-
petition during the season is something 
that head coach Jessica Spencer-Gardner 
and her staff will surely be hoping pays 
dividends.

After all, the playoffs present a unique 
test, because every team deserves to be 
in the tournament and there are no longer 
any games where there will be room for 
error.

The best teams in the state are all that is 
left at this point and it will only get more 
difficult, and the intensity will only wrap 
up with each round they advance further.

If the girls defeat Springstead, they will 
play the winner of No. 3 Beachside and 
No. 6 Tallahassee Lincoln, so just like the 
boys, they could also be confronted with a 
rematch of the district championship just a 
week or so later.

Photos by Anthony Richards 
Kennedy Rosendahl and the Sharks are looking for a deep playoff run.

The Sharks reached 20 wins and won a district title, but have their sights set on much more.Morgan Gavazzi is a senior playmaker for the Sharks.



In a final day that harkened back to the 
American heroics at the 1999 Ryder Cup 
at Brookline Country Club, the team of 
12 Northern Chapter PGA professionals 
overcame a seemingly insurmountable 
five-point deficit entering the final day 
singles matches to pull off a stunning 
victory in the 33rd edition of the Under-
wood Cup at Timuquana Country Club.

Down 8½ to 3½ with just 12 singles 
points available, captain Mike Broder-
ick’s professionals won eight matches 
and tied two to grab a 12½ to 11½ vic-
tory. It was their second Cup win in the 
last two years. Those two wins followed 
a drought of only one win (2016) in the 
previous 12 Underwood Cups.

The tone for the singles’ session was 
set early when Zach Vinal, Clint Avret, 
Taylor Davis and Stephanie Connelly-
Eiswerth put full points on the board 
with wins in the second-through-fifth 
matches, and Jake Etherton added a half 
point in the sixth match. 

In the second match out, Vinal was in 
deep trouble going four down through 
four. He would right the ship, however, 
making six birdies the rest of the way to 
capture an inspiring 1 up win that proved 
to be the beginning of a highly improb-
able comeback by the professionals.

Amateur Chase Baldwin intervened 
with a 2-and-1 victory over Hayes 
Farley in the seventh match to halt the 
slide. But that would be his team’s final 
full point. The pros went on another 
4½-point tear, with four wins (Jen-
nifer Borocz, Blanton Tessin, Roman 
O’Rourke and Aaron Russell) and a 
halved match (Josh Wolfe) over the final 
five head-to-head matches.

The Cup was still in doubt though with 
two points hanging in the balance only 
to see Josh Wolfe eke out a tie with Tyler 
Brown in the 10th match on the long 
par-4 finishing hole that was playing 
into a stiff north wind. A few moments 
later, Roman O’Rourke would two-putt 
from 60 feet to win the final match 1 up 
despite Toby Ragland’s valiant birdie 
chip-in effort at the home hole.  

The professionals were captained by 
Broderick of Deerwood Country Club 
and the Amateurs by Mike Del Rocco 
of San Jose Country Club. Broderick’s 
assistant was Jack Aschenbach of the 
North Florida Junior Golf Foundation. 
Fellow San Jose member, Mark Taylor, 
assisted Del Rocco.

The Underwood Cup mirrors the 
Presidents Cup and Ryder Cup. It fea-
tures the elite players among Northeast 
Florida PGA professional and amateur 
golfers.

Underwood Jewelers, with Underwood 

president Clayton Bromberg serving as 
honorary starter and host of the post-
event luncheon and awards ceremony, 
is the title partner and has been all 33 
years.

The matches are conducted by the 
Northern Chapter of the North Florida 
PGA and supported by the Jacksonville 
Area Golf Association (JAGA) and 
Florida State Golf Association (FSGA).

Other Underwood Cup partners 
are Cutter & Buck, Devant & Pukka/
Chandler Altman, Don Poag and Chip 
Holcombe Brands.  
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Professionals win 33rd Underwood Cup

Contributed photo
Professional Captain Mike Broderick, left, Clayton Bromberg of Underwood Jewelers and Amateur Captain Mike Del Rocco, right.
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Photography

People... Pets... Portraits
Christopher Stone Photography
PoochiePooAndYou.com

Schedule a Portrait Session for just 
$150 and get 10 Digital Downloads 

(a $500 value) for FREE! 
Call or Text Now 904-400-2547

Collectibles

Collector buying old sports cards. 
Baseball, basketball, hockey and 
football. prefer pre 1980. No collec-
tion too large. Steve 508-932-4095.

Dogs, Pets or 
Livestock

When veterinary care is unavail-
able or unaffordable, ask for Happy 
Jack® animal healthcare for cats, 
dogs, & horses. Distributed By Flori-
da Hardware 800-793-0926

Home 
Improvement

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

Home 
Improvement

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910. Ask about our 
specials!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trust-
ed professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060 Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control.  Call 
for a quote or inspection today 888-
498-0446

Home 
Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 888-460-2264

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

Miscellaneous

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-
3595

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens 
of other popular trips! Starting at 
$1649 pp (double occupancy req’d.) 
YMT Vacations plans everything, 
leaving you to relax & enjoy. Call 
1-877-626-1958 M-F for more de-
tails. Use promo code YMT2024 for 
$250 off. Limited time only. 
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Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

- Volume & tone settings 
- Built-In Answering 

Machine (XLC8)

WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE
Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

CELL PHONE 
AMPLIFIERS

XLC8 
Amplifies up 
to 50 dBs

XLCgo 
50 dBs

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss 
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

LOUD, 
CLEAR,  
FREE!

FREE           
from the  
State of 
Florida            

RF24

Try a unique experience with 
service in a former stable!

Come as you are. All are welcome.
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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ACROSS
  1.  Gene type
  5.  Persian male given name
 10. Type of protection
 12.  Cloud
 14.  One who returns to life
 16.  Gym class
 18.  General’s assistant (abbr.)
 19.  Baby’s dining accessory
 20.  Enchantress
 22.  Prefix denoting “in a”
 23.  Spiritual leader
 25.  Cavities
 26.  Relative biological 
 effectiveness (abbr.)
 27.  Foot (Latin)
 28.  Sweet potato
 30.  Pharaoh of Lower Egypt
 31.  Land
 33.  More inquisitive
 35.  Dog breed: __ Apso
 37.  Stood up
 38.  Direct and uninhibited
 40.  Authorless
 41.  Blocking type of drug 
 (abbr.)
 42.  Retrospective analysis 
 (abbr.)
 44.  Root mean square (abbr.)
 45.  Macaws
 48.  Actress Remini
 50.  Polynesian wrapped skirt
 52.  City of Angels hoops 
 team (abbr.)
 53.  Fitzgerald and Baker 
 are two
 55.  Bowling alley must-have
 56.  A way to cool down
 57.  Ethnic group in Asia
 58.  A way to alter
 63.  Set of five
 65.  Removes from the record
 66.  Dummies
 67.  Set period in office
 
DOWN
  1.  DC Comics superhero
  2.  Brew
  3.  Play

  4.  Single-celled animals
  5.  Rough to the touch
  6.  Small island (British)
  7.  Often noted alongside 
 cons
  8.  Preparation of rootstock
  9.  Atomic #44
 10.  Egyptian unit of capacity
 11.  About secretary
 13.  Particular groups
 15.  Poke fun at
 17.  Make certain that 
 something occurs
 18.  Financial term
 21.  Justify
 23.  Arbiter
 24.  007’s creator
 27.  Czech name for Prague
 29.  Groans
 32.  American time
 34.  No seats available 
 35.  __ Stahl, journalist

 36.  Cleft lip

 39.  Talk incessantly

 40.  Expresses atomic and 

 molecular weights (abbr.)

 43.  A part of a river where 

 the current is very fast

 44.  Curdled milk

 46.  Running competitions

 47.  A team’s best pitcher

 49.  Carthaginian explorer

 51.  World-renowned city

 54.  Most common Japanese 

 surname

 59.  The bill in a restaurant

 60.  They __

 61.  City of Angels football 

 team (abbr.)

 62.  Distinctive practice

 64.  One quintillion bytes

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
• VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

• Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real dental insurance - not 
just a discount plan. Get your free  Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

• Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

Home Services
• Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? You 

need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-878-
9091

• Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage and mold growth in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Miscellaneous
• Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

• Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

• BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

• Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

• HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

• Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

• Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

• Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited 
time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

• MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936

• Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

• DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

• Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

•!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOL-LAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277

• Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

• Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. For a lim-ited time, we’re cutting 
installation costs in half and offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

• Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

• Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens of other popular trips! 
Starting at $1649 pp (double occupancy req’d.) YMT Vacations 
plans everything, leaving you to relax & enjoy. Call 1-877-626-
1958 M-F for more details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250 
off. Limited time only. 

BUY LOCAL
SUPPORT FLORIDA FARMERS

FRESHFROMFLORIDA.COM

Fresh!
Food tastes better when it's 

grown closer to home!
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

WE HAVE THE MOST AVAILABLE INVENTORY 
FROM AMELIA ISLAND TO ST AUGUSTINE AND 

PONTE VEDRA TO ORANGE PARK

COME INTO THE STORE AND WE WILL MAKE A DEAL!

2023 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE L 

SALE PRICE $40,530
9,489 MILES | STOCK# P8751385

2023 GMC SIERRA 1500

SALE PRICE $55,830
3,248 MILES | STOCK# PG192384

2020 RAM 1500 

SALE PRICE $28,480
71,736 MILES | STOCK# LN138922

2015 HONDA CIVIC

SALE PRICE $14,730
68,194 MILES | STOCK# FE002037

2022 HONDA ACCORD

SALE PRICE $25,988
14,856 MILES | STOCK# NA059648

2020 TESLA MODEL X

SALE PRICE $51,680
14,142 MILES | STOCK# LF298892

2019 JAGUAR XE

SALE PRICE $15,230
75,958 MILES | STOCK# KCP48382

2023 CADILLAC XT6

SALE PRICE $58,680
4,189 MILES | STOCK# PZ167686

2022 GMC YUKON

SALE PRICE $66,730
30,731 MILES | STOCK# NR194081

2020 CADILLAC CT4

SALE PRICE $36,960
35,758 MILES | STOCK# L0127861

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

40 AVAILABLE 
2023-2024 XT4, XT5 AND XT6S

14 AVAILABLE 
2024 LYRIQS

19 AVAILABLE 
2023-2024 ESCALADES AND ESV’S

22 AVAILABLE 
2023-2024 CT4S AND CT5S


