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Photo by Anthony Richards
Muriel McGowan celebrated her 106th birthday at Vicar’s Landing with family, friends and a surprise visit by Jacksonville Jaguars mascot Jaxson 
de Ville and members of the ROAR cheerleaders. She considers herself the team’s No. 1 fan.  See story on page 8.
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‘My Life as a Rolling Stone’ 
Whole greater than sum of parts

Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, Ronnie Wood and Charlie Watts (from left) 
are featured in “My Life as a Rolling Stone,” premiering Sunday on EPIX.
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Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office 
— we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Canan to be speaker at Democratic Club 
meeting

The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will be 
holding their monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
August 16, at Christ Episcopal Church, 400 
San Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Chat and chew will begin at 6 p.m. and the 
meeting will start at 6:30 p.m.

The featured speaker will be Patrick Canan, 
St. John’s County School Board chair.

Kids can become Nature Detectives at 
library program

Spaces are still available for the Nature 
Detective Workshops for kids (ages 6-12) at 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. The 
workshops, presented by the Sisterhood of 
the Traveling Plants of the Garden Club of St. 
Augustine, will be held at 11 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 6.

The focus this year is hummingbirds, 
and award-winning author Marta Magellan 
has written a book for the occasion: 
“Hummingbirds: Flying Jewels!” The author 
will visit and autograph the kids’ books, 
which are free with the program.

Parents are asked to RSVP for each child 
attending the program. RSVP at sjcpls.

org or call the library at 904-827-6950 for 
assistance.

Program gives seniors tips, tools for 
financial help

Bennie Furlong Senior Center and Beaches 
Council on Aging have announced that a 
program on protecting one’s hard-earned 
money will be held at 11 a.m. Aug. 29 at 
281 19th Ave. South, Jacksonville Beach. 
The meeting is also available for online 
participation at bit.ly/3BmZe9H.

The program is free to attend. Presenter is 
Regions Next Step.

Medical examiner dies
District 23 Medical Examiner Dr. Predrag 

Bulic died over the July 23-24 weekend from 
health complications.

Bulic, 63, was appointed to serve as 
medical examiner in August 2011 by former 
Gov. Rick Scott, serving St. Johns, Putnam 
and Flagler counties.

Dr. Jon Thogmartin will serve as the 
interim medical examiner for District 23 until 
a permanent replacement is announced. 

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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One dies in shooting at 
Ponte Vedra gas station

A shooting at a Ponte Vedra gas station 
left one person dead early Sunday morning, 
July 30.

According to the St. Johns County Sher-
iff’s Office, the call came in at about 2:40 
a.m. from the Circle K station on State Road 
A1A North.

Authorities said the shooting occurred as 
the result of an altercation between two peo-
ple, one of whom was taken into custody.

The Sheriff’s Office issued a statement 
to say the shooting is believed to be an 
isolated incident and that there was no threat 
to the community. The Major Crimes Unit 
responded to the call and an investigation is 
under way.

The identities of the two individuals have 
not been disclosed, and no other details are 
available at this time.

CORRECTION
ELO Roofing was the source for the article titled “Cancellation culture comes to roof-

ing” in the July 28 issue. The company name was incorrectly listed on the page.
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Marsh Landing Country Club
Welcome to this elegantly appointed 1-story ranch home 
with water to preserve views. On the most sought-after

road in Marsh Landing Country Club. Fully renovated with 
tasteful, timeless finishes, this will be  your forever home. 
Fully equipped with 5 BR, 4 bathrooms, 4 bathrooms and 

open floorplan, the flow o the home is comfortable and easy. 
Spacious screened port off of formal living room provides nice 

space for casual entertaining and perfect spot to watch the 
wildlife in the backyard lagoon sanctuary. 

5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, $1,775,000

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
Leave the world behind! Drive down the beautifully landscaped 

drive to the private 4+ acre waterfront estate you get to call 
home. Custom-built with privacy, security and sustainability, this 
10,956sq. ft. home is truly a work of art. Stunning and expansive 
eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway with 160 ft. of water 
frontage and fully equipped for year-round outdoor living with a 
25,000-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock, and boat lift. 
Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the world 

renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean. 
 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, 

$7,995,000

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
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45
85

7

CALL NOW! (904) 574-5964
Jacksonville Beaches: 252 Solana Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach

Atlantic Beach: 599 Atlantic Blvd., Ste. 1, Atlantic Beach

*not applicable on 
medical programs

6 WEEK 
PROGRAM 
FOR ONLY $99*

OVERWEIGHT?OVERWEIGHT?
Call Today!
Kiz has lost 21 lbs and 15.5 inches!
• New accelerated weight loss 

programs for quick weight loss
• Medically approved
• Easy to follow

Before After

By Shaun Ryan

The St. Johns County Commission 
established the proposed tax rates for FY 
2023 at its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 2. The rates remain unchanged from 
those adopted last year.

The general fund is the largest of the 
county’s operating funds and accounts for 
all financial resources except for those 
restricted to specific uses. The primary 
source of revenue for the general fund is 
property taxes. 

The general fund tax rate, at $4.65 per 
$1,000 of assessed property value, repre-
sents an 11% increase over the rolled-back 
rate of $4.12. The rolled-back rate is what 
would generate the same amount of tax 
revenue as last year after being adjusted 
for changes in property values.

Other countywide levies — per $1,000 
of assessed property value — are: $0.84 
for the transportation trust fund, $0.02 for 
the Health Department fund and $1.38 for 
the fire district fund.

While these rates can be reduced by the 

commission at either of two forthcoming 
budget meetings, they cannot be raised.

One of the reasons the county has been 
able to avoid an increase in taxes is ris-
ing properties values. St. Johns County 
has seen a 17.8% increase in taxable 
value since last year. That will mean a 
$39,964,900 increase in tax revenue in 
2023 — $26,863,823 of that for the gen-
eral fund.

Had the county decided to go with the 
rolled-back rate, it would have meant 
$6,381,541 less for the general fund and 

$9,509,157 less for the four countywide 
funds combined.

The budget stands at $1,265,598,198, 
but that will change. When the issue 
comes before the board again in Septem-
ber, the inclusion of multi-year grants 
and capital carryforwards will raise that 
number.

Also, Tuesday, the commission ap-
proved the first public hearing for adop-
tion of the budget. That will be held at 
5:01 p.m. Sept. 6 in the county audito-
rium.

County property tax rates unchanged from last year
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Keep Our Community Safe  |  Put Families First  |  Foster Responsible Development

St. Johns County Commission District 4 Candidate

“Jeremiah Blocker has my vote on August 23rd! As a combat veteran 
and experienced lawyer, Jeremiah brings common sense values 
to help ensure that our growth is smart and responsible and our 
families and communities are safe.” -Janet Westling

The Proven Local Leader
With A Community Focus

“As a small business owner, I’ve had the opportunity to collaborate 
with Commissioner Blocker on a number of projects and concerns. 
He has always been very responsive and a staunch advocate for 
small business…I am proud to support his re-election.” -Deb Chapin

Paid for by Jeremiah Blocker, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission District 4

“Jeremiah Blocker is the strong, dynamic leader 
we need in St Johns County fighting for our 
conservative values.” -Dr. Doc & Tamara Renuart

Endorsed By: 

St. Johns  
County  
Professional
Firefighters

State  
Attorney  
R.J. Larizza

Coastal 
Police
Benevolent 
Association

Jeremiah Blocker is a member of the Army National Guard. Use of military rank, job titles, 
and photographs in uniform does not imply endorsement by the Department of the Army 

National Guard or the Department of Defense.

REPUBLICAN  PRIMARY: 
Tuesday, Aug. 23
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Water Lover’s 
Dream!
Spectacular home designed to take full advantage of 100 feet on the ICW!   

The BEST entertaining spaces inside and out, great finishes! Fishing, Boating, Swimming, 
Nature-Loving, Playing, Cooking in style, or just Being -  this is the  home for you!  

Featured in the July 28th edition of the Ponte Vedra Recorder.

Ponte Vedra Beach Intracoastal

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 realtor in ne Fl

Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2021

Clare Berry

• Sunset Cruises • EcoTours
• Customized private charters 

 for all occasions

St. Augustine, FL

Cruises Available 
for individual 

guests and private
 group charters.

St. Augustine, FL

 group charters.
63’ Custom Power Catamaran

Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra lays 
out plan for next year

Water bottle  
refill stations at 
Davis Park tops 

project list
By Anthony Richards

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra 
recently appointed Bob Wiltfong as their 
new president.

As the new president he has helped the 
club lay out a couple of projects and goals 
that the group wishes to achieve during 
the next year.

Some of the big projects the club 
will look to take on this year includes 

installing water bottle refilling stations at 
Davis Park and exercise stations around 
Nocatee.

After discussing and meeting with 
officials, such as Ryan Kane, St. Johns 
County director of Parks and Recreation, 
it was discovered that the addition of 
water bottle refilling stations would fill a 
big need at Davis Park.

“The refill stations are something that 
everyone will be able to take advantage 
of,” Wiltfong said. “From those playing 
to those watching the action, everyone 
involved will be able to see the difference 
it will make.”

The Rotary is divided into districts, 
so that each club can focus on things to 
improve that given area.

“Because we’re a Nocatee-based 
organization, we were really focused 

on projects that will directly benefit the 
residents in that area,” Wiltfong said.

According to Wiltfong, the club is 
prepared to apply with the organization’s 
foundation to receive a district grant if the 
cost of the project becomes an issue.

“If we can do it with our own 
fundraising efforts, we will, but it’s nice 
to know that we have the ability for 
assistance with the project if needed,” 
Wiltfong said. “It’s all about being the 
good in the world, and we believe we’re 
doing just that with these goals.”

Wiltfong stated that the water stations 
will cost about $1,500 apiece to be 
installed.

The process of establishing exercise-
themed stations at common gathering 
places within Nocatee has already been 
in the works, but the club wants to do 

what it can to help continue promoting a 
healthy lifestyle for residents.

Wiltfong encouraged any members of 
the public, even outside the club, to not 
hesitate to share ideas that they believe 
residents can benefit from.

“If they have ideas to help serve 
problems that may belong, all they have 
to do is let me know and we will be happy 
to look into it,” Wiltfong said. 

The vision for the club is to be a top-
notch resource and leadership developer 
within the community, as well as a beacon 
of charitable work and an organization 
that promotes fellowship and networking 
opportunities.

“We’re here to help serve the 
community the best ways we can, because 
at the end of the day we are members of 
this community,” Wiltfong said. 
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Lisa Barton

Lisa Barton and her team have been a big part of the real estate landscape in Ponte Vedra for more than a decade. Lisa Barton Team 
Ponte Vedra Beach — Keller Williams Realty Atlantic Partners has established itself as a leader in one of the keystone businesses on 
the First Coast.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me a bit about yourself and your team. How long 
have you been working in real estate? What type of 
real estate do you handle? Do you have a speciality?

I began working as a real estate agent over 15 years 
ago. I’ve had a team for about 10 years and the team 
grew quite naturally. For example, my two senior agents 
Marsha Keller and Tonya O’Quinn were buyers who 
worked with me when they moved to the area from out 
of state. When they decided they wanted to consider a 
career in real estate, I hired them! We’ve been together 
for over a decade. This type of longevity is unusual in 
real estate.

Together, we have been top-producing real estate 
agents in Ponte Vedra Beach since 2012. We handle resi-
dential real estate of all types but are particularly versed 
in Ponte Vedra Beach and our surrounding Beaches com-
munities.

The real estate market in Northeast Florida is red 
hot right now. What does that mean for buyers and 
sellers?

Understanding current real estate market trends is a 
huge part of what we do as successful real estate agents. 
Sharing this market knowledge to help our customers 
make the best decision about their next move is an im-
portant service we offer. We study market indicators, read 
reputable housing reports and utilize our relationships 
with mortgage lenders and other industry thought leaders 
to truly understand current market conditions.

What advice do you have for people who are either 
buying or selling in this market?

Go ahead and make the move! It’s a great time to buy 
AND it’s a great time to sell! Home values in the 32082 
and 32081 ZIP codes increased 24% from June 2021 
to June 2022 (Source: Northeast Florida Association of 
Realtors). This means that the price for homes will likely 
never be lower than they are right now. We’re slowly 
starting to see more inventory come on the market, but 
there’s no indication that home values will drop in the 
near future.

For the homeowner, now is a great time to sell! Inven-
tory is low and the demand is high. Nationwide, we have 
had a shortage of inventory for the last 20 years. For 
example, there were 3.7 million homes for sale in 2007, 
now there are less than 1 million homes for sale (Federal 
Reserve Economic Data). According to the Northeast 
Florida Association of Realtors, sales prices for homes 
in our area have gone up 24% in the last year, along 
with 32.5% of those offers coming in at over list price. 
Whether you’re considering buying or selling, I always 
suggest using an agent that knows and understands the 
intricacies of the market and the area.

Tell me about your education and how you got into 
this business.

I was raised in Gainesville where my father was a 
professor at the University of Florida. My three goofy 
younger brothers and I grew up outside — horseback 
riding, biking, swimming and playing in the woods. My 
parents still live in my childhood home, and I have a 
special place in my heart for Gainesville. My childhood 
gave me a real appreciation for Florida’s natural beauty.

I attended UF (of course!) and then went on to earn a 

Master’s in psychology from George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Virginia. I worked for several years as a school 
psychologist in the Pennsylvania public school system 
until I came home to Florida in 1994. I have two sons, 
Dylan and Christopher. They both live in Jacksonville, 
which makes me so happy!

My background in psychology taught me the impor-
tance of developing strong relationships and earning a 
solid reputation through quality professional service, per-
sonal accountability and always delivering as promised.

You have a team of real estate professionals. Can you 
tell me about them?

Our team has four agents: Marsha Keller, Tonya 
O’Quinn, Sean Muserallo and myself. We also have three 
support staff members that work diligently behind the 
scenes to make our operations seamless. Our team sold 
over $92 million in residential sales in 2021 making us 
one of the top producing teams in Northeast Florida. One 
of our key aspects of success is developing long-standing 
relationships with our clients based on mutual respect and 
trust.

What do you like most about what you do?
Helping people buy and sell real estate is challenging 

and exciting! For most people, a home is their biggest 
financial investment, so I feel a real sense of responsibil-
ity to provide accurate information to help my customers 
make a sound decision. Whether I’m working with first-
time home buyers or an older couple who’s downsizing, I 
love the process of helping them discover what’s the next 
step in their life adventure.

I really enjoy meeting new people and am an excellent 
listener. I truly value my relationships with my custom-
ers. 

How do you like to spend your free time?
I enjoy playing tennis, practicing yoga and boating on 

the beautiful waterways that surround Ponte Vedra. I love 
spending time with my husband and two sons. Our family 
has a cottage in mid-coast Maine that is a wonderful sum-
mer getaway.

I believe in supporting our local community and 
preserving the beautiful area in which we reside. Part of 
my personal mission is to give back to my community. I 
serve on the board of the North Florida Land Trust and 
am also a board member for Groundwork Jax. I served 
on the Wolfson Children’s Hospital Family Advisory 
Council for several years. I feel lucky to be part of these 
wonderful organizations. 

Photo provided by Lisa Barton
Lisa Barton has been a real estate agent for more than 15 years.
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MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB REALTY | 904.347.9327
25655 Marsh Landing Parkway • Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082

www.mlccrealty.com 

BUYBUY or SELLSELL
 with us and receive a FULL GOLF MEMBERSHIP 

to Marsh Landing Country Club with no initiation fee 
(a $15,000 value) (Some restrictions apply – new members only)

All properties listed are in Ponte Vedra unless otherwise noted.

YOUR ON SITE MARSH LANDING REALTORS

DAVID J. DARCH
904.962.4884
pontevedraproperties
@yahoo.com

Waterfront Specialist

MADELINE 
OSSI
904.635.2903
ossirealtor@
gmail.com

5143 CAMELLIA CIRCLE S.
$290,000 - Represented Buyer

SOLD

Presented by Laurel Hall

9062 PROSPERITY LAKE DR.
$315,000 - Jacksonville

SOLD

Presented by Jessica Swearingen

30 SERGEANT CT.
$286,000 - Palm Coast

SOLD

Presented by Jessica Swearingen

1412 1ST ST. N. #305
$581,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLD

Presented by Tricia Bowers

3309 AMERICA AVE.
$625,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLD

Presented by Tricia Bowers

TRICIA 
BOWERS 
904.254.0446
trishbowers1@
gmail.com

2641 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$1,295,000 - Furnished

SOLD

123 FIRST STREET #503
$1,250,000 - Freshly Painted

SOLD

LAUREL HALL
561.906.1819
laurelsellsthecoast
@gmail.com

JESSICA
SWEARINGEN
904.338.8549
jswearingen.realtor@
gmail.com

ROBYN 
CONVERY
904.962.0278
rcsellbeaches@
gmail.com

2049 ST. MARTINS DR.
$431,000 - Represented Buyer

SOLD

Presented by Madeline Ossi

Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond
K E L L E Y  P I E R C EK E L L E Y  P I E R C E

CICI 
ANDERSON

904.537.0457
FOUNDING REALTOR 

MLCC REALTY
cicisellsjax@

gmail.com

JENNA 
FISHER

904.881.4201
jennasellsjax@

gmail.com
#JennaSellsJax

#CiciSellsJax

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

“It’s All About You”

200 DEER COLONY LN.
$1,750,000 - Marsh Landing Lot

3.4 Acres

233 ROYAL TERN RD. N.
$1,399,000 - Marsh Landing

SOLD

 113 TEAL POINTE LN.
$3,000,000 - Marsh Landing

9,500 sq. ft. Estate Home | 1.39 Acres

108 LAGUNA VILLAS, #D-32
$319,500 - Jacksonville Beach

24737 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
$5,994,000

New Listing

11 N. ROSCOE BLVD.
$2,250,000 - Represented Buyer

SOLD

14096 MAGNOLIA COVE RD.
$2,098,000 - Pablo Creek Reserve

SOLD

3852 CATANIA PL.
$649,900 - Jacksonville

Under Contract/New Listing

11321 BREAKERS BAY WAY
$575,000 - Jacksonville

SOLD

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO #1004
$2,250,000 - Boat Slip

136 CLEARLAKE DR.
$2,135,000 - Marsh Landing

177 CLEARLAKE DR.
$1,795,000 - Marsh Landing

SOLD

169 LINKSIDE CIR.
$1,599,000 - Marsh Landing

Under Contract

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO #202
$649,000 - with 50’ Boat Slip

SOLD

1126 1ST ST. N., #304
$710,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLD

767 PROVIDENCE ISLAND CT.
$799,000 - Queens Harbour

Under Contract

Under Contract

#2 Top Residential 
Real Estate Agent 
Northeast Florida

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL
BOOK OF LISTS 2021

#2 Top Small 
Residential 

Real Estate Team 
Northeast Florida

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL
BOOK OF LISTS - 2021

Cici Anderson & Jenna Fisher

ROBIN 
STETLER
561.386.6983
rstetler@
bellsouth.net

NEWMAN 
ROSSIE
904.591.4856
anrossie@
comcast.net 8647 HIPPS RD.

$350,000 - Jacksonville

SOLD

Presented by Newman Rossie

KELLEY PIERCE
808.781.6619 | kpsellspv@gmail.com

#kpsellspv

SOLD - $152K over asking

2336 PINE ISLAND CT.
$1,399,000 - Jacksonville

New Listing
Presented by Shelly Williford

123 6TH AVE. S., UNIT C
$849,990 - Jacksonville Beach

New Listing
Presented by Shelly Williford

13364 BEACH BLVD, UNIT 1001
$299,990 - Jacksonville

Under Contract
Presented by Shelly Williford

SHELLY
WILLIFORD
904.887.1655
shellsellsfl@
gmail.com

Presented by Madeline Ossi
& Kelley Pierce
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McGowan celebrates 106 with favorite team
Jaxson de Ville,  
ROAR provide  

birthday suprise
By Anthony Richards

Turning 106 years old was already a 
huge deal for Muriel McGowan and her 
family and friends but adding to the oc-
casion was that the self-proclaimed No. 1 
Jaguars fan received a surprise visit from 
her beloved team.

After 106 years there is probably not 
a lot that McGowan has not seen in her 
lifetime, but she was caught by full sur-
prise when she first saw Jaguars mascot 
Jaxson de Ville and a pair of ROAR 
cheerleaders had showed up to her birth-
day party at Vicar’s Landing.

“She just seems to be loving it,” Mc-
Gowan’s daughter, Barbara said. “This is 
a wonderful day for her, especially with 
the Jaguars here.”

Jaxson de Ville first presented Mc-
Gowan with a tub of strawberry ice 
cream, her favorite daily snack and then a 
gift box stuffed with a variety of Jaguars 
merchandise, from a T-shirt and hat to 
a mini helmet signed by wide receiver 
Marvin Jones.

A football was also passed around and 
signed by all those in attendance.

McGowan was born on July 30, 1916, 
and graduated high school during the 
Great Depression. Later in life she moved 
with her family from New Jersey to 
North Florida around 1995, which is also 
the same time the Jaguars became a fran-
chise in the National Football League.

“It’s always great to have a reason to 
celebrate a birthday, but especially when 
it’s your grandmother and she’s turning 
106,” said Chris Martin, McGowan’s 
grandson. “I’ve said many times that I 
just hope to have even a small fraction of 
the genes that she has, and I’d be happy 
with that.”

Vicar’s Landing Executive Director 
Kendall Bryan has known McGowan for 
about a decade since he began working as 
the facility’s health center administrator.

“We can only hope that we age that 
way,” Bryan said. “We’ve got so many 
amazing people that live here, but to 
have someone like her that is always 
so joyful, makes it even better. I would 
make it a point to come to her building 
just hoping that I get to see her, because 
if you’re having a bad day, all you need 
to do is see Ms. McGowan and she lights 
you right up. She has a gift and is just a 
remarkable person.”

He was not the only one in attendance 
to mention McGowan’s vibrant nature 
and attitude toward life that has never 
wavered during her 106 years.

“She laughs every day, and her friends 
always say that she never has a down 

moment,” said Rosa Martin, McGowan’s 
granddaughter-in-law

Over the years Bryan has developed a 
unique relationship with McGowan, and 
one that he cherishes.

“We’ve had a running joke, because I 
do not watch football, which she just does 
not understand,” Bryan said. “Ever since 
she found that out, every time I come 
over, she calls me a sissy, even though 
I’m 6 (foot) 4 (inches) and 220 pounds. 
Someone who doesn’t watch football just 

doesn’t make sense to her, because she 
just loves the Jaguars.” 

Barbara remarked to the crowd about 
her mom’s motto for life being to “never 
give up,” no matter the situation life may 
present.

“She never complains about anything, 
because her dad was from Belgium, and 
she believes that people from Belgium 
have a very strong fortitude,” Barbara 
said.

Visit our showroom for the 
best selection, prices & customer service!

www.CarpetMan.biz 

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1770 St. John’s Bluff Rd. S., FL 32246 | 904-491-2164

Mattress Sale!

Richards Mattress & Wicker
Please Shop Local!

1079 Atlantic Blvd. • Atlantic Beach
Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

249-3541 M-S: 11-5:30 • Sunday: 1-6

Serving the Beaches for 43 Years

Photos by Anthony Richards
A special 106th birthday bash was held for Muriel McGowan at Vicar’s Landing July 30. 

The party had a Jacksonville Jaguars theme, as McGowan claims that she is the team’s No. 1 fan.

McGowan enjoys some strawberry ice cream, 
which is her favorite snack. 

Jaguars’ mascot Jaxson de Ville also made an 
appearance. 
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CLOSED
VOTING ISCLOSED
VOTING IS

Voting is now 
CLOSED!

Readers have nominated & voted for their favorite businesses, 
organizations, professionals and more in over 250 categories 

online.  Voting ended on July 27th. Thank you for all who 
voted in this year’s contest! We appreciate your input!

Winners in each category of the 2022 BEST OF THE BEST  
of Ponte Vedra will be listed in a special pull-out  
“Winner’s Circle” section inside the August 18th  

edition of the Ponte Vedra Recorder.

Until then, we’re keeping the results under wraps! 

Winners will be published in 
print and online on August 18th
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ATLANTIC BEACH COUNTRY CLUB
Located on the 4th tee, this 4 bed, 3.5 bath executive home on 

an oversized lot with club membership and room for a pool! 
First floor primary suite, open floorplan, 3 car garage, outdoor 

living with a covered lanai, summer kitchen, firepit area, garden 
boxes, lush landscaping. Offered for $2,100,000. 

©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsid-
iary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway 
affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Com-
pany, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently 
listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Call Lee Elmore 
904-699-4503

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Writer urges  

voters to choose 
Kelly Barrera

To the Editor:
I got to know Kelly through 

church and my old neighbor-
hood. We both participated in a 
renewal retreat called CRHP in 
2006. We connected on a deeper 
level. I experienced first-hand 
her compassion, resolve, prag-
matism and authenticity. Kelly 
is a kind, generous person who 
genuinely cares for others and 
who strives to make a difference 
for all. Kelly has always been 
there for me with compassionate 
advice, practical solutions and 
meaningful resources to help 
me in my life as a realtor and a 
mother. She always makes time 
for me and makes me feel like 
I’m her highest concern.  

Kelly is a good person to have 
on your speed dial. Just a couple 
of weeks ago I called her when I 
had a prospective customer who 
is relocating to our area from out 
of state. He had a lot of ques-
tions about the high schools and 
the services his special needs son 
would require. Kelly personally 
took it upon herself to call my 
customer and offer assistance 
by providing information and 
resources to better assist the 
family in determining which 
area/school(s) they might want 
to consider. Her knowledge, 
experience, attentiveness and 
dedication made a real difference 
for my customer. I marvel at 
how she manages to make every 
person feel special while she is 
creating initiatives and figuring 
out to how to get things done! 
Kelly is a driven determined 
can-do-type person who puts 
ideas in motion. For example, 
she fought to have Palm Valley 

Academy completed by imple-
menting creative financing. She 
got the school built a year ahead 
of schedule and as a result the 
school board was able to make 
a significant impact by reducing 
travel times, relieve overcrowd-
ing and providing an exceptional 
community school to Nocatee 
residences. 

Kelly knows her stuff. Our 
kids, their education and safety, 
are her primary focus. She has 
an excellent track record and can 
leverage her experience for even 
greater results impacting our 
St. Johns County’s schools. For 
academic excellence to continue 
in our local schools: Vote for 
Kelly Barrera! 

Jeanie Leapley
Ponte Vedra Beach



Writer praises, 
endorses  

Kelly Barrera

To the Editor:
As a voting constituent of St 

Johns County District 4, I am 
thrilled to see Kelly Barrera on 
the ballot for School Board this 
fall. I met Kelly eight years ago 
when I first moved to Florida 
and was trying to understand 
the ever-changing landscape of 
school zoning in Nocatee. Then 
as now, she has fought to address 
overcrowding in our schools by 
opening seven new schools and 
expanding five existing ones.  

I have always respected her 
thoughtful approach to address-
ing issues in our community. 
She seeks out diverse voices 
through town halls, participation 
in parent/teacher-engaged groups 

like school advisory commit-
tees, responding to emails/phone 
calls timely while giving ample 
time for each constituents’ voice 
to be heard, etc. She gets the 
entire view of the situation and 
the ramifications of the various 
choices before making a decision 
— understanding very wisely, 
that no solution is ever a perfect 
solution — only the best balance 
for the interest of all involved. 
Some candidates come in with 
their own personal agendas and 
beliefs without considering those 
beliefs may not be held by all, or 
even most, of their constituents. 
By ignoring the complexity of 
the situation, you often overlook 
the optimal answer. I have seen 
her skills of listening, obtaining 
the full picture and generating a 
balanced solution in action when 
making decisions on reduction 
of excessive testing, increases 
in mental health coordination 
in schools, and improvements 
in school safety, and expect that 
approach to continue with future 
topics she addresses.

She takes her role as a rep-
resentative of her community 
very seriously and has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that she ad-
dresses every situation with an 
open mind and an open heart. 
Her empathy is her strength. She 
does not look at criticism as a 
personal attack; she views it as 
an opportunity to better under-
stand the underlying cause for 
the criticism so she can address 
the concerns. She ensures that 
our teachers are respected and 
appreciated, our parents’ voices 
are heard, and that our students 
receive the best possible educa-
tion. She is level-headed, and 
we would be wise to keep her as 
our representative for District 4 
School Board.

Jill DAmato

With demand for new pass-
ports on track to surpass pre-
pandemic numbers, the St. Johns 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Comptroller will hold a 
special “Passport Saturday” event 
from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 6 
to make applying for a passport 
more convenient for St. Johns 
County residents. 

“We are excited to hold this 
special Saturday event to give 
residents an opportunity to com-
plete an application before school 
resumes or to get a jump on the 
upcoming winter holiday travel 
season,” said Clerk of Courts and 
Comptroller Brandon J. Patty.

Typically, the St. Johns County 
courthouse location accepts 
passports from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 
the Clerk of Court’s annexes in 
Ponte Vedra and Julington Creek 
process passports by appointment 
on specific days of the week. 

Anyone who is traveling 
overseas is required to have 
a passport, including infants, 
and every applicant for a new 
passport must appear in person, 
regardless of age. Minors must 
be accompanied by their parents 
or legal guardians. 

The special passport event 
offers greater convenience to 
residents who may have delayed 
applying and could ultimately 
find themselves in a time crunch, 
requiring more costly expedited 
passport service. 

According to the U.S. De-
partment of State, the routine 
processing time for a passport is 
between eight and 11 weeks.

Paying an additional $60 fee to 
the State Department to expedite 
an application speeds up the pro-
cess to five to seven weeks.

Then, some applicants opt 

to pay a third-party service to 
accelerate their applications 
even further — for instance, for 
emergency or last-minute travel. 
These third-party vendors physi-
cally deliver those applications to 
the regional federal passport of-
fice in Miami, but their involve-
ment can double an applicant’s 
cost for a passport.

No appointment is needed 
to take advantage of Passport 
Saturday. Clerk staff will be 
on hand to accept, review and 
certify applications for first-
time passports or new passports 
for individuals whose previous 
passport was issued more than 
15 years ago, whose name has 
changed, minors under age 16, or 
whose passport was lost, stolen 
or damaged. (Note, most passport 
renewals can be completed by the 
applicant using Form DS-82 and 
filed by mail.) Residents can also 
get their passport photos taken 
for a nominal fee.

Go to stjohnsclerk.com/pass-
ports for important information 
and details about required docu-
mentation, forms of payment 
accepted by the U.S. Department 
of State, and any special require-
ments. Passport applications are 
available through the Clerk’s 
website or at travel.state.gov/
content/travel.html. 

While in-person passport 
processing and passport photos 
are the only services offered at 
the Aug. 6 event, the Clerk’s 
website offers many other 
resources online year-round, 
including payment for traffic cita-
tions and court-ordered financial 
obligations; purchase of certified 
records, such as wills, marriage 
licenses and divorce decrees; and 
real-time search of court records 
and official records. 

Passport Saturday 
event set for Aug. 6
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Politics in St. Johns  St. Augustine
August 11, 2022
Solomon Calhoun Center

1300 Duval St.     St. Augustine, FL 32084     5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

The Primary Election is August 23. The General Election is Nov. 8.

Do you know who you're voting for?
Meet the candidates running for local and state office.

This free event is open to the public.     For more information, please visit www.sjcchamber.com

30+
Candidates 
Registered!

Upgrade opens link up to new possibilities
It’s been a successful first year at the 

link with popular classes and workshops 
for both kids and adults alike. Its spring 
and summer camps program was another 
huge success.

“As a place that inspires, we enjoy 
watching people learn, thrive and grow 
while experiencing new things,” accord-
ing to a staff media release.

Now, the link has made an upgrade to 
its facilities in Nocatee.

Its largest space, Studio A, recently got 

a floor upgrade. Hardwood floors were 
installed, as well as mobile mirrors and 
ballet bars. The Level Up Dance team 
was the first group to experience the new 
room with the start of “Intensive Dance 
Camp” this past week.

With this upgrade, the link has relo-
cated its professional martial arts flooring 
to Studio B. This gives a new space to 
martial arts, jiu jitsu and tumble pro-
grams.  

These changes will allow the facility 

to reach more people. In addition to ex-
panding various class programs and add-
ing new ideas, Studio A now offers a new 
option for those seeking to host an event, 
whether corporate or social gatherings or 
for a fundraiser.

Studio A and B, along with other 
studios at the link, serve as multi-purpose 
space for accommodating various ac-
tivities under one roof. First floor of the 
link is a true no-commute multipurpose 
space.

To see available classes, go to thelink.
zone. While there, look for culinary arts, 
master classes and the link’s new Supper 
Club, to be held in the Flagler Health+ 
360 Immersive Studio. This Supper Club 
idea brings new dining experiences to 
Nocatee with culinary delights from all 
over the world. 

To host an event at the link, call Jeff at 
904-299-3671 ext. 1 for more details.

The link is located at 425 Town Plaza 
Ave., Ponte Vedra.

The new hardwood floor, mobile mirrors and ballet bars will see good use for dance classes at 
the link.

Contributed photos
A dance class gathers in Studio A at the link.
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OCEANFRONT CONDO IN SPINNAKERS REACH
A rare find on the ocean in Sawgrass 
with spacious living in the gated 
community of Sawgrass Country Club! 
Spectacular 1st floor condo that has 
the only elevator in Spinnakers 1 from 
the garage to the first floor! Completely 
renovated with stunning details & 
designer finishes. Magnificent ocean 
views from every room. Experience a 
spacious, sophisticated & beautifully 
designed condo in the heart of Ponte 
Vedra Beach. This first floor condo is 
warm & inviting with 2523sf, 3BR, 3BA 
with the upstairs master & ocean views! 
Offered for $2,985,100. 

719 Spinnakers Reach, Ponte Vedra Beach 

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

“Live in the sunshine, 
swim in the sea, drink the 
wild air.” — Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

By Kathy 
Esfahani

Cooler weather 
is coming, and 
now is a perfect 
time to create 
a new outdoor 
living space 
at your home! 
Outdoor living 
spaces provide 

the opportunity to spend time in nature 
— a proven way to reduce stress, blood 
pressure and muscle tension. A study by 
the National Institute of Health (NIH) 

found that time spent in nature can 
improve brain function and memory. 
Beyond these health benefits, spending 
time outdoors is a great way to bond with 
family and friends!

An outdoor living space can add value 
to your home and provide additional 
entertaining areas. These spaces 
may include intentionally designed 
landscaping, fireplaces, pools, outdoor 
kitchens and more. They can feature 
seating arrangements, game tables and 
lighting. Outdoor living spaces are both 
functional and relaxing!

Pavers are an easy way to create patios, 
benches, fireplaces and walls. They can 
be a hardscape to highlight landscaping 
or surround a pool. Pavers come in many 
shapes, colors and patterns to accent your 
home.

Be sure to consider the following 
details when planning your new outdoor 
living space:

• Size and shape to fit your yard
• Colors and patterns to complement 

your home
• Available and/or needed shade
• Desired uses for your new outdoor 

living area
• Gardens and planters to accent your 

new patio
• Existing or needed irrigation to meet 

your landscaping needs
• Lighting to highlight your new space
Happy creating!

Flower of the Week: Canna Lily

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com 
for any questions or gardening tips you 
would like to see in the future. For more 
information & ideas, visit Kathy’s Creative 
Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. 
The phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery shares 
her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Outdoor Living Flower of the Week

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

Canna Lilly

Pavers are an easy way to create patios, 
benches, fireplaces and walls.
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OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Frank E. Kane
Frank E. Kane, son of Thomas Kane 

and Margaret Gibbons, was born on 
5/5/32, in Wilkes Barre, PA, and died 
peacefully on 7/22/22 in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida. Being one of thirteen chil-
dren in a Catholic home, the importance 
of frugality, humility, and hard work were 
instilled in Frank from an early age—
traits he held dear to him his whole life, 
and, when the time came, passed down to 

his children and grandchildren. Frank’s 
parents emphasized the importance of 
education, leading to a family of highly 
educated children, twelve of which went 
on to be educators. 

After high school, Frank joined the 
seminary with the intention of becoming 
a priest; but, feeling a call to service, to 
fight for his country, he soon left the sem-
inary to enlist in the Marine Corps, where 
he would begin a stellar military career, 
spending time as an infantryman on the 
front lines of the Korean War, and earning 
three battle stars as a squad leader, until 
finally being discharged as a sergeant. 
Frank then extended his military career by 
joining the New Jersey National Guard, 
rising through the ranks until reaching 
Colonel, and eventually being appointed 
Commandant of the New Jersey Military 
Academy. 

Frank received a bachelor’s degree 
from Kings College, Wilkes Barre, PA on 
a G.I. Bill, then a master’s degree from 
Rutgers University. This led to Frank’s 
career as an educator—paralleling his 
military career. Frank started as a history 
teacher, was quickly promoted to princi-
pal, and finally became superintendent of 
Schools for Freehold Township, NJ.

Frank met Virginia (Gina) Jones in 

1955. It was love at first sight and they 
were married a few months later. They 
brought four daughters into the world—
Ginger, Molly, Julie and Jackie—and 
were delighted to raise a beautiful family. 
Frank had an insatiable desire to improve 
the community in which he raised his 
family; he was a community leader, was 
intimately involved in civic organizations, 
was a County Commissioner in Mon-
mouth County, became mayor of Colts 
Neck, New Jersey, and was even named 
‘Man of the Year’ in 1972 by the Greater 
Freehold Area Jaycees for all he did for 
the community. 

Since Frank was an astute investor with 
a keen eye for financial trends, he was 
able to retire at age 53, after which he 
and Gina spent lots of time traveling the 
world and visiting their family, which by 
then had spread and settled throughout 
the country. Some of their favorite places 
were The Holy Land, Ireland, Australia, 
Korea, Germany, Hawaii, and California. 

Frank leaves behind his beloved wife of 
66 years, Gina, daughters Ginger (Scott), 
Molly (Ian), Julie (Jack), and Jackie, and 
his ten grandchildren Sean, Chase, Philip 
(Marcella), Shannon, Casey (Jordan), 
Callie (Henry), Brendan, Riley (Robert), 
Daniel, and Collin. He also has two great-

grandchildren, Gracee and Elias, and two 
sisters, Rita and Sr. Mary Alice (Immacu-
late Heart of Mary), along with many 
nieces and nephews. Frank is predeceased 
by his siblings, Denise, Gerard, Thomas, 
Helen, Sr. Gabriel (Immaculate Heart of 
Mary), Joseph, Alice, Margaret, Kathryn, 
Sr. Margaret Mary (Immaculate Heart of 
Mary).

Our family would like to thank the 
wonderful Vicars Landing/Strafford staff 
and Community Hospice, especially 
Kelly, RN, for the amazing care and sup-
port they provided for Frank. In lieu of 
flowers, please send donations to Frank’s 
favorite charity, St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital, or the charity of your choice. 

A Celebration of Life Mass will be held 
Saturday, August 6, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. 
at Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish and 
a reception will follow at 12:30 at the Vic-
ars Landing Auditorium. Please visit his 
online Tribute at www.quinn-shalz.com. 

Arrangements by

George Vail Minton

George Vail Minton, 85, passed away 
peacefully on July 22, 2022 after a long 
but brave fight with various debilitating 
ailments. He is survived by his wife of 
59 years Joanne (Niebling), sons Casey 
(Bernadette) and Michael (Valerie) and 
daughter Becky Howie (David), as well as 
6 grandchildren.

George was born on November 1, 
1936 to George Pullman Minton and 
Mary Louise Vail in Westfield, NY. After 
graduating Westfield High School, he 
attended Cornell University where he 
fully embraced his collegiate experience, 
especially the friendships forged at Alpha 
Tau Omega, where he served as President 
for a time. It was here that he earned one 
of his more memorable nicknames of 
“jingles.”

After graduating college, George took a 
job in the insurance field with the Cluthe 
Agency in New Jersey, where through 
a close friend he met the love of his 
life in Joanne Niebling. They settled in 

Summit, New Jersey, where they raised 
their 3 children. George worked close 
to 4 decades for John Hancock and was 
admired and respected by his colleagues 
for his quick wit and dedication to his 
team. Though given many opportunities 
to further his career through relocations, 
George remained committed to raising his 
family in Summit, a testament to his self-
less devotion to others.

While George enjoyed his work, noth-
ing gave him more satisfaction than time 
spent with family and friends. He and 
Joanne enjoyed decades playing duplicate 
bridge once a month with the exact same 
group of friends. Summering at his in-
laws’ place on Shelter Island was another 
source of great joy, where he would cap-
tain the boat for water-skiing, fishing and 
clamming excursions. Few things rivaled 
George’s love of a great little neck clam, 
oyster, or steamed lobster. He gladly 
took the helm at the grill and was just as 
renowned for his prowess at the morning 
meal where he’d whip up flapjacks and 
the fixin’s.

George’s other passions included his 
cars (he “named” every one of them and 
could recite every single make/model/
year of car he ever owned), the New York 
Times crossword puzzle (typically done in 
ink!), attending/coaching his kids’ sports 
teams/competitions (tennis and baseball 
most notably), and pampering the various 
rescue dogs that found their way into his 
heart and his home. He loved his nieces 
Heather and Hilary and nephew Tadd and 
treated them and their families like his 
own.

Upon retirement, George and Joanne 
moved to Florida where they resided in 
the Ponte Vedra Beach area for over 20 
years. Members of Sawgrass Country 
Club for many years, they enjoyed time 
spent on the beach with family during 
many vacations with kids and grandkids 
in tow.

No formal service is planned, per 
George’s wishes. In the event you wish 
to honor his memory, kindly consider a 
donation to the Jacksonville Area Humane 
Society in his name.

Nancy Margaret Adams
Nancy Margaret Adams, 84, of Jack-

sonville, Florida, died July 29, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Alberto de la Torre
Alberto de la Torre, 99, of Jack-

sonville, Florida, died July 24, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Ryan Eliot Feldman
Ryan Eliot Feldman, 44, of Glen 

Saint Mary, Florida, died July 27, 
2022. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz 
Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-
249-1100

Francis Michael Reiss
Francis Michael Reiss, 79, of Jack-

sonville, Florida, died July 26, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 
904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Kathryn Beth Savoie
Kathryn Beth Savoie, 61, of Jack-

sonville, Florida, died July 30, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

With Deepest SympathyWith Deepest Sympathy
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Morris Center helps students struggling to succeed
By Shaun Ryan

For a student having a neurodevelop-
mental disorder or learning disability, 
getting an education can be extremely 
challenging. And finding help is criti-
cal in order to improve one’s academic 
performance.

For about three decades, that help 
has been available through The Morris 
Center, which last summer added a Ponte 
Vedra Beach clinic to those it operates in 
Ocala, Trinidad and Tobago and Birming-

ham, Alabama.
Founded by developmental behav-

ioral pediatrician Dr. Ann Alexander, 
The Morris Center is currently owned 
and operated by Dr. Tim Conway. An 
all-inclusive neurodevelopmental treat-
ment and assessment center, it helps to 
improve the skills of children having dif-
ficulty in school — and adults struggling 
with success at work — due to a disorder 
resulting in poor reading or trouble with 
spelling, comprehension, writing, speech, 
math, sensory processing attention or 

behavior or social skills.
The Morris Center’s transdisciplinary 

assessment and treatment team includes 
professionals in child psychology, clinical 
psychology, neuropsychology, occu-
pational therapy, special education and 
speech-language pathology. It’s qualified 
to address dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscal-
culia, dyspraxia, sensory processing dis-
order, AD/HD, autism, Down syndrome, 
language disorder, phonological disorder 
and more.

The Morris Center has a national and 

international clientele, something that 
would not be possible were it not for the 
center’s reputation for efficacy.

Treatment is tailored to client’s needs 
and administered one on one. It is also 
intensive, something which is supported 
by research.

The Ponte Vedra Beach clinic is 
located at 50 Executive Way. For further 
information, call 904-834-2482, email 
TMCPVB@MorrisCenters.com or go to 
themorriscenter.com.

By Shaun Ryan

The buses will be rolling again 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, when public school 
students in St. Johns County return to 
the classroom for the start of the 2022-
23 academic year. It will be a day of 
reconnecting with old friends and perhaps 
making new ones. Some students will 
find themselves in new schools, learning 
new routines and finding their places. 
Teachers will be learning names and 
matching them to faces.

Day one is always a day of excitement 
and promise.

It’s also a day of great activity — the 
first of many. Each school day, 293 
district buses transport more than 25,000 
students an average of 26,000 miles. 
School cafeterias serve 73,375 meals and 
44,900 a la carte items each week.

Perhaps the big news this year is 
the opening of the district’s ninth high 
school: Beachside, located at 200 Great 
Barracuda Way, Saint Johns. And the 
mascot is — you guessed it — the bar-
racuda.

Located within the Twin Creeks 
Development, Beachside High School 
is designed for about 2,100 students. It 

consists of five buildings arranged around 
a central courtyard. The main, three-story 
classroom building will house general 
education classes, ESE classes and sci-
ence labs and a collaborative concourse 
on each floor.

Academies to be offered at Beachside 
include: Global Logistics and Sup-
ply Chain Management, Information 
Technology, Veterinary Assisting and 
Biomedical Sciences. This brings to 35 
the number of academies, acceleration 
academies and JROTC programs in the 
district.

Varsity and junior varsity fall, win-

ter and spring sports will be available 
at Beachside, and the plan is to offer 
football, volleyball, baseball, softball, 
swimming and diving, soccer, lacrosse, 
basketball, tennis, golf, weightlifting, 
cross country, track and field, competitive 
cheer, competitive dance and wrestling.

At the helm of the new school will be 
Principal Greg Bergamasco, Assistant 
Principal Mollie Altick and Assistant 
Principal Ryan Sirak.

Want to know more about Beachside 
High School? Go to www-bhs.stjohns.
k12.fl.us.

The St. Johns County School District 

has an enrollment of 48,816, though that 
figure will probably have to be updated 
before long. The county is growing 
rapidly.

The district is the largest employer in 
the county, with 5,893 full- and part-time 
employees. Instructional staff comprises 
more than half.

Families looking to relocate to Florida 
have taken note of the district’s state 
rankings. Often, these parents will 
say they moved here “because of the 
schools.”

The district has earned an “A” grade 
every year since at least 2010. In 2021-
22, it had 29 “A” schools, seven “B” 
schools and three “C” schools. According 
to the 2022 state assessments, the district 
was first in the state for reading, first in 
end-of-course exams, first in math for 
two grades, and first in science for the 
eighth grade.

Nine months from now, the 2022-23 
school year will be complete, with the 
last day of class on May 25. But the 
memories forged over that time, begin-
ning next Wednesday, will live on for the 
students of St. Johns County.

For more information, go to stjohns.
k12.fl.us.

Classes start Aug. 10 in St. Johns County

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Beachside High School, the newest in St. 
Johns County, is almost ready to open for the 
2022-23 school year on Wednesday.

Rendering from St. Johns County School District
An artist rendering shows the new Beachside 
High School — when it was known as High 
School III.
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Code Wiz St. Johns offers coding & robotics programs for kids
After spending more than a decade 

working corporate jobs in several medical 
device companies, Rebeca Rodriguez 
knew it was time for a change. The busy 
mother of three wanted a better work-life 
balance.

After hours of research and explor-
ing different opportunities, Rodriguez 
decided to start her own business. Code 
Wiz St. Johns, a franchise that offers cod-

ing and robotics classes for kids ages 7 to 
17, opened this month in Fruit Cove. The 
business offers students programming 
skills along with invaluable approaches to 
critical thinking and problem-solving.

“We want to inspire a generation of 
kids to use their creativity to create new 
and positive things through STEAM,” 
she said, referring to the acronym for 
“science, technology, engineering, arts 

and math.” “We want kids to develop 
skills that will help them in the future 
while having a lot of fun doing so.”

With a focus on community needs 
(they want to build additional program-
ming based on what members of the com-
munity are interested in), Rebeca and her 
husband, Eliud Rivera, and three sons, 
Marcos, Emil and Gabriel, have spent the 
past few months learning the ins and outs 

of coding and robotics as well as how to 
start a small business, including every 
obstacle and success that comes with the 
territory.

Code Wiz St. Johns officially opened 
its doors on July 11 with its first week of 
summer camp.  

“The kids had a lot of fun building 

CODE WIZ continues on Page 18

A look at the classroom for Code Wiz St. Johns. Contributed photos
At Code Wiz St. Johns, kids have fun building their own robots and more.
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Local volunteers meet students’ critical needs
Hugs St. Johns makes 

sure children get clothing, 
food and more

By Shaun Ryan

St. Johns County, according to most criteria, is the 
most affluent county in Florida. Yet, even here, 8.2% of 
minors live below the poverty line.

In fact, about 800 students in the county are technical-
ly homeless, according to federal guidelines established 
by the McKinney-Vento Act.

These students are identified through the school dis-
trict’s Aid and Support for Students in Sudden Transition 
(ASSIST) program so that district staff can assess their 
needs, according to Michael Israel, the district’s home-
less liaison.

“One of the many high-priority needs of the identified 
students is a need for clothing and hygiene supplies,” 
Israel said.

Fortunately, for more than a decade, a group of vol-
unteers has been at the forefront of local efforts to meet 
those needs.

Alternately known as Hugs St. Johns and Hugs Across 
The County, this nonprofit maintains a 2,000-square-foot 
storage space filled with clothing, shoes, socks, under-
wear, toiletries and school supplies. When a school coun-
selor makes a request via the Hugs website, volunteers 
gather up the items and deliver them to the school. Sizes 
and color preferences are noted, and students are given a 
week’s worth of outfits.

Last year, the Hugs volunteers packed about 500 large 
bags for delivery. The bags were dropped off at nearly 
every public school in the county, and not just Title I 
schools. Deliveries were made in Ponte Vedra and Fruit 
Cove, as well.

But clothes are not all the group provides. And schools 
are not the only places they deliver.

 
The boy who limped

Brette Reiman founded Hugs in 2009 with a small 
group of volunteers who traveled twice a week to Web-
ster Elementary, a Title I school in St. Augustine, to help 
in the classroom.

There, they quickly discovered that many of the stu-
dents needed clothing and other items.

But it was a first-grader who really inspired them to 
act.

The boy had been limping for months, and no one 
knew why. Then, someone suggested checking the size 
of his shoes. It turned out they were two sizes too small 
— his family did not have the means to buy him a new 
pair.

So, the volunteers ran out to Walmart and bought him 
shoes in the right size.

From there, the group began purchasing items for oth-
er students in need and soon learned that this need was 
not limited to Webster Elementary. It existed through the 
county.

That’s when Reiman established the nonprofit. 
Clothing was stored in her garage, but soon the volume 
exceeded the available space and Hugs rented a pair of 
storage units. Then, in 2020, the group found a ware-
house large enough to accommodate its growing stock.

 
Full stomachs and more

In addition to providing clothing, the nonprofit re-
stocks food pantries at 13 schools each month.

These were created at the request of a principal who, 
out of her own pocket, had been providing food to stu-
dents as they left for the bus every afternoon; she knew 
that they didn’t have food at home to eat.

Another way Hugs St. Johns looks after students’ 
dietary needs has been its No Hungry Holidays program, 
which provides 10 days of breakfasts and lunches over 
the winter break. That program has grown to where 
it now serves about 1,200 students each December at 
schools throughout the district — including more than 
100 students from the Ponte Vedra area.

“Food insecurity is very real throughout St. Johns 
County,” said Reiman.

In addition to its food and clothing efforts, Hugs St. 
Johns offers a girls’ empowerment lunch-and-learn 
program at Murray Middle School and a summer reading 
program with high school volunteers who visit three 
locations in underserved communities to read to the kids.

It has also expanded its services beyond schools to 
help children at the Betty Griffin Center, a domestic 

HUGS  continues on Page 19

Photo provided by Karen Burke
Michael Israel, homeless liaison for St. Johns County Schools, and Karen Burke, Hugs clothing coordinator for Hugs St. Johns, 
are seen inside the warehouse space the organization uses to store apparel and other items for distribution to students in need.
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STRUGGLES TO WRITE SENTENCES
STRUGGLES WITH MATH
NO MORE STRUGGLES AFTER
THE MORRIS CENTER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH
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www.TheMorrisCenterPVB.com
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robots to accomplish different challenges 
that taught them how to use various ele-
ments of coding,” Rodriguez said. “They 
also designed their own 3D printing mod-
els. Some took up to 10 hours to print, 
but they came out great and the kids 
were super excited about their creations. 
I am always surprised with how quickly 
kids can pick things up and apply their 
learning and creativity to build amazing 
things.”

Code Wiz St. Johns, located at 530 SR 
13, Unit 5, Fruit Cove, will host a grand 
opening on Saturday, Aug. 6, from 10 
a.m. to noon. The event is open to the 
public and will feature interactive coding 
and robotics programming for kids, as 
well as games, raffles, giveaways and 
refreshments. A grand opening sale is 
currently going on with Founding Fami-
lies being offered 31.4% off a lifetime 
membership.

The coding and robotics school offers 
summer camp, after-school programs, 
birthday parties and courses for Girl 
Scouts. For more information, go to 
thecodewiz.com/stjohns-fl, email st-
johns@thecodewiz.com, or call 904-719-
7490.

Code Wiz
Continued from 15

Code Wiz St. Johns offers coding and robotics classes for kids ages 
7 to 17.

Rebeca Rodriguez, husband Eliud Rivera, and sons Marcos, Emil 
and Gabriel are all smiles as they prepare for the grand opening of 
Code Wiz St. Johns.

Contributed photos
Rebeca Rodriguez is the founder of Code Wiz St. Johns.
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violence shelter in St. Augustine.
“A lot of times when families are flee-

ing domestic violence, they leave their 
belongings behind,” said Jessica Gamble, 
Betty Griffin Center children’s advocate. 
“The emergency clothing bags from Hugs 
ease the difficult transition into shelter 
by meeting some of their basic needs and 
giving that family one less thing to worry 
about.”

Gamble said Hugs has even assisted 
with school uniforms, dance leotards and 
football cleats.

“Their help goes beyond clothing, 
though,” she said. “Anytime we need 
anything for one of our kids, they do 
whatever they can to help us. They have 
donated Christmas presents, snacks, 
school supplies, toiletries, board games, 
books and so much more.”

 
Volunteers and donations

A few years ago, Karen Burke of Ponte 
Vedra began donating items on the Hugs 
wish list. Soon, she began to volunteer as 
a delivery driver, and the experience was 
an eye-opener.

“I was shocked,” she said. “I went 
places in the county, and I was like, ‘I 
didn’t even know these places existed.’”

Today, she is the nonprofit’s clothing 
coordinator and heads a team of vol-

unteers who keep the donated apparel 
organized and see to its distribution. But 
more help is always welcome. Hugs St. 
Johns posts a list of donations it needs 
and hours that volunteers are needed on 
social media.

“I am always, always, always look-
ing for volunteers, and also I’m always 
looking for donations of gently used or 
new clothing to help keep our shelves 
stocked,” Burke said.

Some clothes come through neighbor-
hood clothing drives. Others are simply 
singular donations. The sizes can be 
infant to adult. But they must meet a 
minimum standard of quality.

“As long as they’re clean and no rips, 
no stains — anything that I would want 
to send my kids to school in, we’ll take 
that stuff,” Burke said.

In addition to ordinary clothing dona-
tions, some people purchase apparel from 
the organization’s Amazon wish list. Oth-
ers donate money.

Reiman praised Burke for her consci-
entiousness.

“She packs those clothing bags for kids 
as if they were her own children,” Rei-
man said.

Israel has seen firsthand how this per-
sonal touch has benefitted the students.

“The thoughtfulness, care and concern 
are definitely shown in each package that 
a student receives,” he said. “The sense 
of pride that our identified students have 
when they can put on a fresh set of cloth-

ing items each day in invaluable.”
“Hugs is an amazing organization filled 

with amazing people, and we are beyond 
grateful for all they do for us and our 
families at Betty Griffin Center,” said 
Gamble.

Reiman extends her praise to the com-
munity.

“I cannot state enough that we would 
not have been able to do what we do and 

grow the way that we have grown with-
out the absolutely incredible community 
support from so many people throughout 
St. Johns County,” she said.

To learn more about the organization, 
including ways to volunteer and donate, 
go to stjohnshugs.org. Social media sites 
include: twitter.com/StJohnsCoHugs, 
instagram.com/stjohnshugs and facebook.
com/HugsStJohns.

HUGS
Continued from 16

Photo provided by Karen Burke
Hugs St. Johns stores all donated clothing items in orderly fashion at its warehouse.
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Back-to-school sales tax holiday ends Aug. 7
As Florida families prepare for an-

other school year, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
is encouraging them to save money on 
school supplies during the state’s back-
to-school sales tax holiday now through 
Sunday, Aug. 7.

With the school year quickly ap-
proaching, the sales tax holiday is pre-
dicted to collectively save Florida fami-
lies more than $100 million this year. 
Department of Education Commissioner 
Manny Diaz Jr. and Department of 
Revenue Executive Director Jim Zingale 
joined DeSantis in reminding Floridians 
they can save money on school supplies 
and clothing.

“We are fiscally in the strongest posi-
tion that the state of Florida has ever 
seen in modern history,” said DeSantis. 
“The back-to-school tax holiday will al-
low families to be able to save for things 
that really matter.”

During the sales tax holiday, quali-
fying items will be exempt from tax 
including:

• Learning aids selling for $30 or 
less per item, such as interactive books, 
jigsaw puzzles and other toys that teach 
reading or math skills

• School supplies selling for $50 or 
less per item, such as binders, calcula-
tors, notebooks, pens and pencils and 
lunch boxes.

• Clothing and footwear selling for 
$100 or less per item, such as backpacks, 
pants, shoes, shirts and sweaters. 

• Personal computers and related ac-
cessories purchased for noncommercial 
home or personal use selling for $1,500 
or less per item, such as personal com-
puters, flash drives, computer batteries, 
printers and headphones.

“Back-to-school time can be stressful 
on families as they prepare for another 
year of learning,” said Diaz. “As infla-
tion continues to rise, it’s important for 
Floridians to take advantage of these 
savings while they can. Our incredible 
educators are looking forward to another 
exciting and productive school year.”

“The cost of school supplies has 
definitely gone up, but the 2022 Back-
to-School Sales Tax Holiday will help 
families by offsetting some of that in-
crease so students can have the supplies 
they need for a successful start to the 
school year,” said Zingale. “Information 
about qualifying items is available on 
the Department of Revenue’s website at 
floridarevenue.com/backtoschool.”

In addition, families can continue 
saving during the 2022 Children’s Books 
Sales Tax Exemption, which began May 
14 and extends through Aug. 14. Fiction 
or nonfiction books intended for chil-
dren ages 12 and younger are tax free 
during the Children’s Books Sales Tax 
Exemption. For additional information 
regarding the Children’s Books Sales 
Tax Exemption, go to the Department 
of Revenue’s website at floridarevenue.
com/childrensbooks.

Episcopal School of Jacksonville is 
gearing up for the coming school year.

With three campuses located across 
Northeast Florida, Episcopal School 
is able to serve students and families 
through every phase of their academic 
journey, from age one through 12th grade.

School officials say students benefit 
from Episcopal’s rigorous curriculum, 

fine arts offerings, athletic programs, 
diverse extracurricular programs, small 
class sizes and exceptional faculty, and 
the community benefits from the contribu-
tions and leadership of graduates.

Episcopal School of Jacksonville pre-
pares students for success in college and 
beyond by delivering a unique balance 
across four pillars — academics, athletics, 

spiritual life and fine arts.
An Episcopal graduate realizes his or 

her potential by becoming a well-rounded 
individual who seeks understanding, 
develops a sense of self, lives with honor 
and purpose and pursues a life of faith, 
school officials say. 

To learn more, contact any of the cam-
puses:

• Munnerlyn Campus, 4455 Atlantic 
Blvd., Jacksonville. Grades 6-12. Phone: 
904-396-5751 

• Beaches Campus, 1150 N. 5th St., 
Jacksonville Beach. Pre-K 3 through 
grade 5. Phone: 904-246-2466 

• St. Mark’s Campus, 4114 Oxford 
Ave., Jacksonville. Age 1 through grade 5. 
Phone: 904-388-2632

Episcopal School ready for new school year



Investing in Kids (INK!) has 
launched the Tools 4 Schools classroom 
supply drive once again to support St. 
Johns County teachers and students 
through the 2022-23 school year.

Community and business collection 
drives are scheduled across the county 
coinciding with the Florida back-to-
school tax-free holiday period, now 
through Sunday, Aug. 7, to prepare for 
the start of the school year on Aug. 10.

Tools 4 Schools is a community-
based classroom supply initiative 
that seeks to reduce the out-of-pocket 
expense for educators and ensure that 
both teachers and students have the 
tools they need to be successful in the 
classroom.

To prepare for the school year, INK! 
and community partners host an annual 
countywide school supply drive in the 
summertime. Individuals, organiza-
tions and businesses are encouraged to 
participate by sponsoring drop-off loca-
tions, donating supplies and volunteer-
ing to help sort and distribute materials 
to teachers.

According to Donna Lueders, INK! 
executive director, on average, local 
teachers spend more than $800 of their 
own money purchasing school sup-
plies for students and the classroom. 
The purpose of Tools 4 Schools is to 
minimize expenses for educators with 
a goal of serving approximately 3,000 
teachers and 48,000 students county-
wide.

Lueders added that at the end of the 
2021-22 school year, INK!’s Tools 
4 School program reported record 
numbers of supplies delivered to teach-
ers in every public school in St. Johns 

County. INK! filled and delivered 
nearly 1,400 teacher-requested orders 
of school supplies and educational ma-
terials with a total a value of $84,891.

The Tools 4 Schools program is 
made possible by annual donations 
from supporters, including Publix, 
Staples and The Bailey Group as well 
as local businesses that host collection 
drives, including Ameris Bank, Carlisle 
Interconnect Technologies, Community 
First Credit Union, Northrop Grum-
man, Solar Stik, SouthState Bank, the 
St. Johns County Tax Collector and 
VyStar Credit Union.  

For more than a decade, the Tools 
4 Schools program has operated out 
of The Bailey Group Resource Depot, 
a permanent location donated by The 
Bailey Group that provides storage for 
the supplies collected during the Tools 
4 Schools summer drives and through-
out the year.

During the school year, teachers can 

order supplies online through the INK! 
website and orders are filled and deliv-
ered by INK! to their schools.

For more information on Tools 4 
Schools or to coordinate a community 
drive effort, contact Jim Wheeler at 
904-547-7121 or email james.wheel-
er@stjohns.k12.fl.us. For a complete 
list of businesses and community drive 
locations, go to ink-stjohns.org/tools-
drive22. 

The St. Johns County Education 
Foundation which operates as Invest-
ing in Kids (INK!) provides innovative 
resources to support academic success 
for all St. Johns County public schools 
to benefit more than 48,000 students 
and approximately 3,000 teachers. The 
office is located at 1 Christopher St. in 
St. Augustine. For more information, 
contact Donna Lueders at 904-547-
7120 or email Donna.Lueders@stjohns.
k12.fl.us. The website is ink-stjohns.
org.
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Giving 
Pump to 
benefit 
Investing 
in Kids

Investing in Kids (INK!) is partnering 
with Joe Tringali and Carmelo’s Shell 
along with First Coast Energy LLP for 
the Shell USA Giving Pump as part of its 
Force For Good initiative to drive positive 
change in local communities by giving 
back.

Now through Oct. 31, a portion of the 
purchases made by consumers who use the 
designated pump at the Carmelo’s Shell 
gas station, 146 King St. in St. Augustine, 
will support INK!

The Giving Pump in historic, downtown 
St. Augustine will be specially marked 
with colorful signage to inspire consumers 
to fuel up and support the local charity. 
Participation in the program will cost 
customers nothing extra. A portion of 
every fill-up at the designated pump will 
be donated to INK!

According to Donna Lueders, INK! ex-
ecutive director, the nonprofit leads efforts 
to directly benefit educators and students 
in St. Johns County public schools with a 
mission to provide innovative programs 
and classroom resources to help each 
student reach their full potential.

“We are very grateful to First Coast 
Energy and Joe Tringali, the local gas 
station owner, for designating INK! as 
the recipient charity of The Giving Pump 
campaign,” said Lueders. “The funds gen-

GIVING  continues on Page 22

Tools 4 Schools community 
supply drive runs through Aug. 7
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ACROSS
 1. Female parent
 5. NY city
10. Israeli diplomat Abba
14. Surrounded by
15. Car part
16. Simple aquatic plant
17. Tough skin of fruit
18. Finnish lake
19. Composition
20. Very willing
22. One and only
23. Cluster cups
24. Famed Hollywood 
director
27. Score perfectly
30. Important lawyers
31. Undivided
32. Part of the foot
35. Spun by spiders
37. Married woman
38. Reagan’s Secretary of 
State
39. Instruments
40. The A-Team drove one
41. Short-tailed marten
42. Oil organization
43. Predecessor to the EU
44. “Hotel California” rockers
45. Color at the end of the 
spectrum
46. Actress Ryan
47. Digital audiotape
48. Expression of creative skill
49. Scientific instrument
52. Dog-__: marked for later
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Fencing sword
60. Turkish title
61. Wise individuals
63. Cold wind
64. Popular type of shoe
65. The territory occupied by 
a nation
66. Tattle
67. Chop up
68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

DOWN
 1. Female of a horse
 2. Bowfin
 3. Chinese dynasty

 4. Small venomous snake
 5. Global news agency
 6. Common fractions
 7. American state
 8. Tired
 9. Boxing’s GOAT
10. Made less severe
11. A group of countries in 
special alliance
12. God of fire (Hindu)
13. Northeast Indian ethnic 
group
21. Anchor ropes
23. They __
25. Apprehend
26. Autonomic nervous 
system
27. A theatrical performer
28. 2-door car
29. Partner to flowed
32. Pair of small hand drums
33 Former Houston 
footballer
34. Discharge

36. Former women’s branch 
of the military
37. Partner to cheese
38. Witch
40. Live in a dull way
41. Satisfies
43. Snakelike fish
44. Consume
46. Type of student
47. Erase
49. Instruct
50. Girl’s given name
51. Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation
52. Every one of two or more 
things
53. Indian city
54. Greek letters
57. Weapon
58. Geological times
59. Cycle in physics
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

erated during this campaign 
will allow INK! to continue 
to provide much needed 
programs and services 
across St. Johns County.”

More than 6,500 Shell 
stations across the U.S. 
are participating in the 
three-month Giving Pump 
initiative. Since launching 
Force for Good, Shell has 
highlighted the impacts its 
wholesalers have made in 
the communities in which 
they operate, going beyond 
fuel quality and loyalty.

In 2021, Shell wholesal-
ers and retailers donated 
more than $1.5 million and 
supported more than 400 
children’s charities through 
The Giving Pump.

For further information, 
go to shell.us/givingpump.

Contributed photo
Al Jackson, Donna Lueders and Joe Tringali unveil The 
Giving Pump at Carmelo’s Shell in St. Augustine.

Giving
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Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach 
establishes $10K UNF scholarship

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra 
Beach’s charitable foundation recently 
donated $10,000 to the University of 
North Florida Foundation to establish the 
“Service Above Self” scholarship.

Named for the motto of Rotary Interna-
tional, the funds will provide a $2,500-a-
year scholarship for four years to a full-
time junior or senior pursuing a B.A. in 
political science with a concentration in 
public administration and public policy. 
Students who are minoring in public 

administration may also be eligible, with 
preference given to a student who has 
either interned or worked for a nonprofit 
organization or plans to do so.

The funds for the new scholarship were 
raised through the Ponte Vedra Beach 
Rotary Club’s annual Mineral City Cel-
ebration. Since its inception, the club has 
donated more than $1.5 million to local 
charities and nonprofit organizations.

For more information, go to pvbrotary.
org. 

Contributed photo
Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach members present a check for $10,000 to the University of 
North Florida Foundation to establish the four-year “Service Above Self” scholarship. Pictured 
from left are UNF Political Science and Public Administration Chair and Professor Nicholas 
Seabrook; Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Foundation Chair Billy Wagner; Teresa Nichols, UNF 
interim vice president for university development and alumni engagement; Ponte Vedra Beach 
Rotary Foundation Past Chair Ashley Dopf; and Kyle Musser, assistant director of development 
for the UNF College of Arts and Sciences.
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By Scott A. Grant
In the early morning of 

June 6, 1944, American sol-
diers stormed the beaches 
on D-Day. At Utah Beach, 
confusion ranged. The 4th 
Infantry Division had been 
pushed off course by the 

currents and no one was sure what they were supposed 
to do. Then, out of the morning fog, hobbled the most 
unlikely of persons, a short, gaunt, shabbily dressed, 
56-year-old brigadier general with a famous name.  

Teddy Roosevelt Jr. had horrible arthritis as a result 
of injuries suffered during the First World War. He was 
forced to walk with a cane. The sight of the popular 
general tottering back and forth from the landing craft 
to the bulkhead leading his troops forward with a cane 
in one hand and a pistol in the other, inspired his men 
beyond imagination.  

Realizing that his men were out of position, he casu-
ally remarked, “We’ll start the war from right here.”  
Roosevelt then led his troops around the German posi-
tions toward their initial objective. In his pocket, he 

carried a copy of “Pilgrim’s Progress” so he would have 
something to read if the war got too slow. 

Teddy was not supposed to be there. He had begged 
his superiors on three occasions to be allowed to go 
ashore his men. When his commander finally relented, 
he said goodbye and told Ted he did not expect to see 
him alive again. He was the only American general on 
the beaches that day.

Roosevelt survived the invasion, only to die five 
weeks later of a sudden heart attack. He was awarded 
the Medal of Honor for his actions on D-Day. George 
S. Patton called Roosevelt “one of the bravest men I 
ever knew.” When asked the bravest thing he had seen 
during the war, General Omar Bradley did not blink. 
“Teddy Roosevelt – Utah Beach,” he declared with 
certainty.

Just two years earlier, Teddy Roosevelt Jr. was living 
on a more idyllic beach, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. 
In the summer of 1942, he and his wife had taken a 
cottage here to be near their son. Teddy Roosevelt III 
was stationed at the Naval Air Station training to be a 
Naval Aviator. His wife was expecting Teddy Roosevelt 
IV. Ted and his sons had one last family reunion here on 

our beach before each set off to war. By the time num-
ber four was born in Jacksonville in November, Teddy 
Jr. was storming the beaches of North Africa. Most of 
the family would never see him alive again.

It is hard to have a famous father. Teddy Jr. hoped 
to be president one day. Like his father and famous 
cousin, Franklin, he served as assistant secretary of the 
Navy. And like the two more famous Roosevelts, he ran 
for governor of New York. They won. He lost. It hurt 
that his first cousin, Eleanor Roosevelt, campaigned 
against him. Eleanor followed Teddy around in a car 
with a paper mache teacup on the roof to remind vot-
ers that Junior had been implicated in the teapot dome 
scandal. Later, she would admit that it was sort of a 
“rough trick.”

Like Douglas McArthur, Ted served as Governor 
General of the Philippines. He was in that position 
when his distant cousin, Franklin, was elected to the 
presidency. Ted had made statements critical of his 
Democrat cousin during the campaign. When asked 
how the two were related, Teddy Jr. said that he was 
Franklin’s “fifth cousin, about to be removed.” Franklin 
promptly fired his Republican cousin.

On July 28, members of Ponte Vedra 
Realtor group CBV Cares presented a 
grant check for $500 to Jacksonville 
Beaches Mission House Program Direc-
tor Natalie Collier

The check is in support of Mission 
House’s ongoing care of the area’s home-

less and efforts to provide resources in a 
safe and secure environment. 

A tour of the facility was provided af-
terwards, including viewing of the clinic, 
food bank, kitchen, showers and laundry 
area, counseling area and Kulik’s Closet 
where clean clothes and hygiene items 

are provided to the homeless.
Mission House is located at 800 Shet-

ter Ave. on Jacksonville Beach.
For more information on Mission 

House, go to missionhousejax.org. For 
more information on Coldwell Banker 
Vanguard Realty CBV Cares Realty 

Group, contact Chair Carole Bayer at 
cbayerrealtor@gmail.com or 904-860-
5000. 

The Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty 
Beaches office is located at 240 Ponte 
Vedra Park Blvd., Suite 201, Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

Teddy Roosevelt Jr.

Scott A. Grant

Realtor group makes donation to Mission House

FAMOUS PONTE VEDRANS

Scott A. Grant is a local historian and author. By day, he is president of Standfast Asset Management in Ponte Vedra. 
He welcomes your comments at scottg@standfastic.com.

Contributed photos
Pictured from left: CBV Cares Administrator Kate Richardson and Realtor associate Peyton 
Stockton, Mission House Program Director Natalie Collier, CBV Cares Realtors Nancy Hammond 
and Carole Bayer. CBV Cares Realtors tour Mission House.

Mission House Program Director Natalie 
Collier talks about the nonprofit’s food bank.

CBV Cares Realtors tour Kulik’s Closet.



By Scott A. 
Grant

I periodically 
get asked to 
write an article 
about invest-
ments. The asker 
is always spe-
cific. They want 
a REAL invest-
ment article. I 
usually respond 

with some parable about Ty Cobb or 
Walt Disney’s maid. Both are great sto-
ries, but not the article on how to invest 

that they wanted. So, here I will sum up 
in three words the best advice I can give. 
What you do with it is up to you.

BUY BORING STOCKS.  
When most people buy a stock, they 

buy something that they think will go 
up a lot. It is usually something new and 
exciting. When I buy a stock, I look for 
something where I do not think I will 
lose money. Now that is impossible, be-
cause stocks go up and stocks go down. 
But I want my downside to be tolerable. 
I want a good basic business with rising 
revenues. Then I want to sit back and 
collect my dividends while I wait for 
those growing sales to compound over 
time. 

Dividends are important. They mat-
ter because they demonstrate stability. 
If a business can afford to pay you a 
dividend, then they are a going concern. 
There are companies that have raised 
their dividend every year for the past 
50 or 60 years. That stuff makes me 
salivate. I love money. I love making 
money. Dividends also help when the 
market goes down. A 3% dividend helps 
ease the pain of a market correction.

Once you buy a boring stock, all 
you have to do is hold it forever. I had 
a client early in my career named Al 
Slotnick. Al had a rule: “Never sell 

nothing.” Now that is a harsh rule, but 
it is far better than trying to buy and sell 
constantly. Every time you buy or sell a 
stock, you increase the chance that you 
will be wrong. To this day, I still cherish 
the “Al Slotnick Rule.” I like to say that 
you should be financially and emotional-
ly invested in any stock you own. If you 
love the business, it will make it easier 
to hold during the bad times.

Sometimes when I talk about this 
stuff, I can literally see the listener’s 
eyes roll back in their head. They want 
to make fast money, and they want to 
believe they can. No one ever wants to 
get rich slowly. If you set out to beat the 
market, you are going to lose and lose 
badly. Guys like me are going to eat 
your lunch. UNLESS! Unless you are 
one in a million. If millions of people set 
out to trade their way to unimaginable 
riches, a few will succeed. Typically, we 
will ascribe great intelligence to those 
lucky few, when, in reality, it was just 
random chance.

Think of it this way. The chances of 
you (or anyone) winning half a billion 
dollars in the lottery are astronomical. 
But, but, but, SOMEONE IS GOING TO 
WIN, 100% of the time. If not this week, 
then next week, someone will win. It 
is guaranteed. That winner, maybe a 
widow on a fixed income from Dillon, 
South Carolina, wasn’t smarter than the 
millions of others who plunked down $2 
and a dream. She was just luckier. And I 
hate the word “luck.” I prefer to use the 
term random chance. Luck implies some 
quality associated with the person that 
makes them worthier.  

Someone out there is reading this and 
thinking, “Why bother with individual 
stocks at all? Why not just buy the S&P 
500?” Buying the S&P 500, particularly 
if you do so on a regular basis like you 
would inside a 401k, is a good idea. 
(Make sure you are buying an actual 
S&P 500 fund and not some gimmicky 
insurance product that claims it will 
track the S&P.) For my purposes, I like 
to know exactly what I own. I think it 

makes it easier to hold through the de-
clines. I want to open my pantry and see 
the names of the stocks I own and smile. 
I don’t want to see a whole bunch of 
indiscriminate packages all labeled food.  

Over the long haul, the stock market 
is the best investment available to you. 
Strive to buy quality businesses at rea-
sonable prices and hold those companies 
forever. Think of it this way, if you own 
a McDonald’s, you are not going to walk 
into work on a random Tuesday morn-
ing, read an article about how Ameri-
cans are eating healthier or the price of 
cheese is going up, and decide to sell 
your restaurant. But people do that in the 
stock market. ALL. THE. TIME. Don’t 
be that guy. Be like Scott. If you need 
help, call me.

Scott A. Grant is chief investment 
officer at Standfast Asset 
Management in Ponte Vedra, 
FL.  He has spent the better part 
of a lifetime learning his craft. 
He welcomes your comments at 
scottg@standfastic.com.

The Disclaimers: Investing in the stock 
market involves risk. Investors can and 
do lose money. You should consult your 
financial advisor before investing. Scott 
A. Grant, his family and clients own stock 
in McDonalds. We may sell or buy that 
stock in the future. The reference to boring 
stocks is an adjective. It is not a solicita-
tion to buy shares in The Boring Co. or any 
of its competitors.
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Contemplating or going through a divorce?

Don’t face it alone!
NEED HELP
SOONER?
CALL TODAY:

904.899.4074
Visit us online:

SecondSaturdayJax.org

Second Saturday Divorce classes 
are designed to equip you with the 
basic legal, financial, and emotional 
information to assist you in  
making informed decisions  
about your future.

UPCOMING CLASS

May 14th, 2022, 9am–12pm 
Presented by Robert Franskousky, 
Certified Divorce Analyst ®, and 
Second Saturday Regional Leader. 
Other Presenters include legal and 
therapeutic specialists.

Securities and advisory services offered 
through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
LPL Financial, Private Wealth and Second 
Saturday are separate entities.
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Being named to Forbes’ 2022 Best-In-State Wealth Advisors 
list is a testament to your experience, professionalism  
and dedication to your clients.

Thank you for the work you do each day and for carrying 
forward the culture of excellence at our firm.

Source: Forbes.com (April, 2022) Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors ranking was developed by SHOOK Research and is based on in-person and telephone due diligence meetings to evaluate each 
advisor qualitatively, a major component of a ranking algorithm that includes: client retention, industry experience, review of compliance records, firm nominations; and quantitative criteria, including: 
assets under management and revenue generated for their firms. Investment performance is not a criterion. Rankings are based on the opinions of SHOOK Research, LLC and not indicative of future 
performance or representative of any one client’s experience. Neither Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC nor its Financial Advisors or Private Wealth Advisors pay a fee to Forbes or SHOOK Research in 
exchange for the ranking. For more information: www.SHOOKresearch.com.

The Lighthouse Wealth Management 
Group at Morgan Stanley
50 A1A N Suite 112 | Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904-273-7599
advisor.morganstanley.com/the-lighthouse-
wealth-management-group

Forbes’ 2022 Best-In-State 
Wealth Advisors

Morgan Stanley is proud to congratulate 

Financial Advisors 
Dennis Rosa  
Brian Stokes 
Jared Policastro

Wealth Advisors 
Andy Baggs
Neil Powell 
William Dixon

Grandparents: Four 
tips for spending 
on your grandkids
Provided by Chris Thompson

Many grandparents spend money on 
their grandkids, whether by chipping 
in on big expenses like tuition bills and 
travel expenses or covering smaller costs 
like meals and holiday gifts. The inclina-
tion to be generous is understandable, and 
many seniors say it brings them joy to 
support (or even occasionally spoil) their 
grandchildren.

But lavishing them with gifts shouldn’t 
come at the expense of your own finan-
cial security. If you’re seeking to find 
the balance between supporting your 
grandchildren and ensuring that your own 
finances stay in healthy shape, here are 
four tips to keep it all in check:

1. Know what you can afford. No 
matter how much you enjoy splurg-
ing on your grandkids, your financial 
security should remain your first priority. 
There are many unknowns in retirement, 
including your longevity, the fluctuation 
of markets and the impact of inflation 

on purchasing power (a factor that’s 
particularly pronounced at the moment, 
with inflation rates at their highest in 40 
years). Spend and give within your means 
to maintain your own financial health in 
the future. 

2. Determine if you’re giving or 
loaning. If you’re giving a gift, under-
stand current federal tax rules, which are 
based on the calendar year. In 2022, you 
can give up to $16,000 to each fam-
ily member before the federal gift tax 
is applied. If you are married, both you 
and your spouse may gift $16,000 (for a 
total of $32,000). And make certain the 
recipient knows it’s a gift for their own 
tax purposes, and so there is no uncer-
tainty about whether or not they need to 
pay you back. If you are loaning money 
to a grandchild, be very specific about the 
terms and repayment, and consider hav-
ing a written document that both parties 
sign and date. This can help safeguard 
your financial situation and ensure both 

of you are on the same page — now and 
in the future.

3. Talk about it. Many people tend to 
shy away from discussions about money 
and finances with their family. If you 
would like to help support your grand-
children or save for their future goals like 
college or a down payment on a home, 
be sure to communicate this with their 
parents. This can help your adult children 
do a better job with their own financial 
planning. For example, if the parents of 
your grandchild know how much you are 
expecting to contribute to their child’s 
education, they may be able to decrease 
the amount allocated to a 529 Plan and 
invest more toward other goals, such as 
their own retirement.

4. Establish boundaries. Even if 
you want to help your grandchildren 
financially, depending on their situation, 

it may not be appropriate to do so, or to 
repeatedly provide support. Everyone 
appreciates help, but if your grandchild 
needs to learn financial independence, 
there can be value in letting them live 
within their own means. Keep in mind 
the smart — and sometimes tough — 
financial lessons you learned as you made 
your own way as a young adult, and the 
pride that came with successfully over-
coming challenges.

If you want to provide financial support 
to a family member, but haven’t incorpo-
rated it into your overall financial plan, 
consider consulting a financial profes-
sional. He or she can help you evaluate 
your financial needs and goals and create 
a strategy. A clear and realistic under-
standing of your own financial picture 

GRANDPARENTS  continues on Page 27



Retirement may still be a long way off 
for people who are in their 50s, but around 
this time thoughts of what retirement could 
be compel many people to seek ways to 
reduce their financial load in anticipation 
of the day when they will no longer be 
working. Cutting back needn’t be compli-

cated, and the following are some simple 
ways for individuals 50 and over to save 
money.

• Address unsecured debt. Unsecured 
debt, which can include credit card bal-
ances and medical bills, tends to carry 
higher interest rates than debts that carry a 

collateral requirement. If possible, people 
over 50 should pay off these debts immedi-
ately or make their best effort to pay extra 
each month so they are paid off as soon as 
possible.

• Pay in “cash.” It’s not enough to sim-
ply pay off unsecured debt like consumer 
credit. It’s also important to stop accruing 
additional debt. Individuals over 50 should 
resist the temptation to use their credit 
cards, instead paying with cash or debit 
cards. 

• Reexamine your housing situation. 
Adults 50 and over who purchased their 
home in their late 20s or early 30s are like-
ly nearing the maturity date on their mort-
gages. If so, paying a little extra toward the 
principal each month will help you pay off 
that mortgage a good deal earlier than if 
you keep paying the same amount you’ve 

been paying for years. For example, the 
financial experts at Wells Fargo note that 
individuals with a fixed-rate mortage loan 
of $200,000 at 4 percent can cut the term 
of that loan by more than 4.5 years by 
paying as little as $100 extra each month 
toward their principal. Homeowners over 
50 who have already paid off a significant 
percentage of their mortgage loans could 
reach maturity much sooner if they start 
paying more toward principal now. Since 
housing costs are many people’s greatest 
expense, removing a mortgage payment 
from your financial ledger by the time you 
reach 55 could create significant financial 
flexibility as you get closer to retirement.

Individuals over 50 can utilize some 
simple yet effective strategies to reduce 
their financial obligations as retirement 
nears. 
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Make an appointment today!

(904) 536-0673
240 14th Ave S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

We help businesses 
innovate and grow.

With OVER 25 YEARS of experience
in the financial services industry, 
you can rest while we take on the 
stress. With our experience and 
sharp attention to detail we’ll help 
you save on operating expenses, 
tax obligations, and MORE!

• Tax Preparation
• IRS Notices
• QuickBooks Management

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local 
financial advisor today.

360 Town Plaza Ave Suite 310
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081

904-829-0026

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/03/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price 
change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC 
insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to 
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Jamie Hartfield, CRPC®
Financial Advisor

Michael Boudreaux, MBA
Financial Advisor

2.75
3.00
3.35

Phillips appointed to Tourist Development Council
Gayle Phillips, 

executive director of 
the Lincolnville Mu-
seum and Cultural 
Center in St. Augus-
tine, was appointed 
Tuesday, July 19, 
to a position on the 
Tourist Develop-
ment Council of St. 
Johns County. The 

appointment and a four-year term were 
finalized during the regularly scheduled 
meeting of the St. Johns County Board of 
County Commissioners.

The vote was unanimous.
Phillips was recommended by the cur-

rent TDC board during its regularly sched-
uled meeting on June 20, and the recom-
mendation was supported by a letter from 
Tera Meeks, the St. Johns County director 

of tourism and cultural development.
Outgoing TDC member Danny Beren-

berg spoke on Phillips’ behalf, and Henry 
Dean, the chair of the St. Johns County 
Commission, was also supportive.

“I have had the opportunity to know 
and work with Gayle for six years, and I 
strongly recommend her to take this posi-
tion with the TDC,” Dean said.

Phillips becomes a rare Black female 
member of the TDC Board, which was 
created in 1986.

She has been heavily involved in the 
community, displaying her knowledge of 
St. Augustine and St. Johns County. She 
serves as the executive director of the 
Lincolnville Museum and Cultural Center. 
Since she took over that role in 2018, the 
museum has developed into a staple of 
the tourism industry for the region and 
highlights an underappreciated piece of 

county history.
In more than a decade of residency in 

St. Johns County, Phillips has interacted 
with business leaders within the city and 
county and has become a voice for them. 
She has a journalism degree from Univer-
sity of Florida and has worked as a writer 
and editor at various publications.

Phillips’ work includes roles on the 
boards of the Friends of Lincolnville Inc., 
St. Augustine Historical Society and St. 
Augustine Lighthouse and Maritime Mu-
seum. Additionally, she is a stockholder in 
the St. Augustine Distillery and has exten-
sive experience as a business owner of her 
own catering business and as a purchasing 
and accounting employee of Anheuser-
Busch Brewery in Jacksonville.

Her appointment coincides with the 
county’s plans to include a celebration of 
St. Augustine’s and St. Johns County’s 

long-standing and understated prominence 
in the nation’s Black history and the civil 
rights movement, dating back to the 1500s 
and including iconic locations such as Ft. 
Mose, the Lincolnville Museum and the 
city’s cornerstone locations in the civil 
rights movement. 

The St. Johns County TDC recom-
mends funding of facilities, programs and 
contracts to the Board of Commissioners 
for the purpose of bringing people from 
outside of the county to cultural events. 
The nine-member TDC, serving four-year 
terms, includes a county commissioner, 
two other elected officials, three or four 
members who are owners or operators of 
lodging facilities and up to three members 
who are involved in the tourism industry.

The Board of County Commission-
ers solicits applications for appointment 
whenever vacancies occur.

Gayle Phillips

Simple ways to lessen your financial load after 50
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Focus on Life. 

Trust Us to Handle the Rest.

904.280.3700

ullmannwealthpartners.com

1540 The Greens Way

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

The best part of working towards your financial future is 

enjoying the life that will get you there. By having clearly 

defined goals, a written plan, and our comprehensive 

expertise, you can focus on enjoying life and rest assured that 

your success is our top priority.

Since 2002, we’ve helped affluent individuals and families 

define and reach their goals through a careful process marked 

by listening, planning, guidance and discipline.

can help you identify how much you 
can comfortably give and stay on 
track with your own goals.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CRPC®, 
Associate Manager and Vice 
President is a Financial Advisor 
with Ameriprise Financial Ser-
vices, LLC.  in Jacksonville, FL.  
He specializes in financial plan-
ning and asset management 
strategies and has been in 
practice for 29 years. For more 
information, please contact 
Chris Thompson at 904-708-
3817 or chris.thompson@ampf.
com or visit ameripriseadvi-
sors.com/chris.thompson.   

Investment advisory products and 
services are made available through 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a 
registered investment adviser. Invest-
ment products are not insured by the 
FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency, 
are not deposits or obligations of, or 
guaranteed by any financial institution, 
and involve investment risks including 
possible loss of principal and fluc-
tuation in value. Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All 
rights reserved.

Grandparents
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Florida Chamber 
Music Project names 
administrative 
director

Sally Pettegrew, 
former vice president 
of administration and 
human resources of the 
Jacksonville Sym-

phony, has been named administrative 
director of the Florida Chamber Music 
Project (FCMP). Susan Pardue, artistic 
director and founder of FCMP made the 
announcement. 

Pettegrew most recently served as ex-
ecutive assistant to the president of The 
Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida. She has more than 30 years of 
experience in the classical music world 
through her work with the Jacksonville 
Symphony. She established the sympho-
ny’s human resources department, coun-
seled 10 executive directors/presidents 
on leadership transitions and oversaw the 
Jacksonville Symphony Starry Nights 
concerts at Metropolitan Park.

The Florida Chamber Music Project 
is celebrating a decade of performances 
and will open its season on Sept. 18 at 
the Beaches Chapel at the Jacksonville 
Beach Museum. Season tickets for the 
six-concert series cost $150 and are 
available online at flchambermusic.org. 

Individual concert tickets are $27.

Monique Burr 
Foundation names 
CEO

The Monique Burr 
Foundation for Chil-
dren has announced 
the appointment of 
Tanya Ramos-Puig as 
chief executive officer. 
Building on the foun-

dation’s 25-year history of protecting 
children, Ramos-Puig will lead it into its 
next season of achieving its mission to 
educate and empower all children and 
teens against abuse, bullying, digital 
dangers and other forms of child victim-
ization. 

For nearly three decades, Ramos-Puig 
has devoted her career to improving edu-
cational opportunities and life outcomes 
for youth in the most under-resourced 
communities around the world. 

She recently served as president at The 
Latin Grammy Cultural Foundation, the 
philanthropic arm of The Latin Record-
ing Academy. With a history of growing 
organizations through her key leader-
ship roles — including CEO at Pencils 
of Promise, CRO at Education Pioneers 
and The Children’s Aid Society, where 
she received the Annie E. Casey Founda-

tion Award — Ramos-Puig is known for 
being a tireless advocate for educational 
equity.

Hongfei Di M.D. joins 
Flagler Health+ 
Primary Care

Dr. Hongfei Di, a 
board-certified family 
medicine physician, 
has joined Flagler 
Health+’s network of 
primary care providers. 

Di is now scheduling appointments for 
new patients at the Flagler Health+ Pri-
mary Care office at MuraBella, located 
at 70 Turin Terrace, Suite 100, near the 
World Golf Village in St. Augustine.

Di has served as medical director 
of primary care and as a family medi-
cine physician at MetroHealth Medical 
Center in Cleveland, Ohio. Before that, 
Di was in private practice at New Family 
Physician Associates in Lyndhurst, Ohio.

Di provides versatile health care 
services, from newborn to geriatric care. 
He is well-adapted in managing chronic 
medical conditions and his interests are 
in musculoskeletal injections and derma-
tology.

To learn more about Di, go to flagler-
health.org/locations/primary-care-at-
murabella or call 904-819-2200.

Benchmarks of Success

Sally Pettegrew

Tanya 
Ramos-Puig

Dr. Hongfei Di
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ALHAMBRA COMING SOON!

12000 Beach Boulevard

GHOST  
THE MUSICAL

September 29 - November 6

WHITE  
CHRISTMAS

November 17 - December 24

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

AUGUST 11 - SEPTEMBER 18

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 
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ON 
STAGE
ST. AUGUSTINE AMPHITHEATRE

1340C A1A South, St. Augustine
Box office hours are 10 a.m.-6 

p.m. Thursdays and Fridays, 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays. Tickets 
sold at the box office are available 
via credit- and debit-card only. A 
valid ID is required for all box office 
transactions and ticket purchases 
must be made in person.

Tickets may also be purchased at 
ticketmaster.com.

For further information about each 
act, go to theamp.com/events.

• Slightly Stoopid — With special 
guests Pepper, Common Kings, 
Fortunate Youth. 5 p.m. Aug. 4.

• Rick Springfield and Men At Work 
— With special guest John Waite. 7 p.m. 
Aug. 5.

• Buddy Guy and John Hiatt & The 
Goners featuring Sonny Landreth — 
7:30 p.m. Aug. 6.

• Lee Brice — With special guests 
Michael Ray and Jackson Dean. 7 p.m. 
Aug. 12.

• Dispatch & O.A.R. — With special 
guest G. Love. 7 p.m. Sept. 4.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

A roundup of musical acts appearing 
before Sept. 5 at local venues

St. Augustine 
accepting 

applications for 
poet laureate

The Nation’s Oldest City is looking for 
a poet laureate.

The St. Augustine City Commission 
adopted a resolution June 27 establishing 
the Poet Laureate Program. The poet lau-
reate serves as a herald for poets and their 
work, is dedicated to building a literary 
community through poetry and encour-
ages a love of poetry among people of all 
ages.

The mission of the poet laureate is 
to promote the influence of poetry and 

The Cathedral Arts Project (CAP) has 
announced the installation of five new 
members to its board of directors. The 
board has 37 members.

Michael J. Blaylock
Michael J. Blaylock began his career 

in 1982 with the Jacksonville Transporta-
tion Authority, where he served in a host 
of key leadership positions that led to an 
appointment as the agency’s sixth CEO 
in 2002, and the first African-American 
chosen to serve in this capacity until his 
retirement in 2012. His expansive career 
and persistent passion for excellence in 
the transportation industry led him to 
establish Blaylock Transportation Group 
International, where he now serves as the 
principal and CEO.

Leigh Fogle
Leigh Fogle is the founder of Fogle 

Art Consulting and F&E Management. 
She studied economics, art history, studio 
art and psychology while in college. In 

1994, a year out of school, she com-
bined those interests to launch Fogle Art 
Consulting and quickly grew it to become 
a premier art and framing source for 
corporate and health care clients nation-
wide. Fogle served on the CAP Board in 
2006-08 before relocating to Nashville. 
She recently returned to Jacksonville.

Chung Rutter
Chung Rutter is senior vice president, 

national market leader for RS&H, where 
he began as a senior architect in 2000. 
Prior to RS&H, he served as senior vice 
president of KBJ Architects for nearly 
14 years. Rutter is past president of the 
American Institute of Architects Jackson-

ville Chapter, a graduate of the Leader-
ship Jacksonville Class of 2009 and 
serves on the governing board of JWBC 
Athena PowerLink.

Heather Schatz
Heather Schatz is an Emmy-nominated 

multimedia journalist with experience as 
a strategic communications and marketing 
professional. She is the senior producer 
of WJCT News 89.9 talk shows including 
“First Coast Connect with Melissa Ross,” 
“The Florida Roundup” and “What’s 
Health Got to Do with It?” Schatz spent 
nearly 10 years at CBS News in New 
York City, where she worked for CBS 
Network Radio, CBS “This Morning” and 
“The Early Show,” producing news and 
feature stories for television and radio.

Camala Stringer
Camala Stringer was born and raised in 

Jacksonville and shares her time between 
Jacksonville and Whitefish, Montana. She 
is an artist and enjoys engaging with art 
galleries and fundraisers in both Jackson-
ville and Whitefish. She is the co-creator 
of the Summer Artfest Auction in White-
fish and is dedicated to the promotion of 
artists.

Cathedral Arts Project welcomes new board members

Michael J. Blaylock Chung RutterLeigh Fogle Heather Schatz Camala Stringer

APPLICATIONS  continues on Page 29
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More than 200 participate in waterways clean-up
More than 200 Realtors, friends, family members and 

members of the public gathered at 11 different clean-
up sites throughout Northeast Florida to take part in 
NEFAR’s Second Annual Clean-up Northeast Florida 
Waterways event on July 23.

This year’s event invited volunteers from the commu-
nity to work alongside members of NEFAR for the first 
time, and the large-scale clean-up effort rid areas of the 
St. Johns River, Intercoastal Waterway and beaches in 
Northeast Florida of more than 2,000 pounds of unsightly 
trash and debris. 

The event was inspired by Florida Realtors’ month-
long Clean-up Florida’s Waterways initiative, which 
encourages members of the Florida Realtor community 
to clean up lakes, beaches, rivers, creeks and streams 
throughout the Sunshine State during the month of July. 

Participants in the clean-up effort worked hard to rid 
the region’s waterways of more than 2,000 pounds of 
debris, including 10 car tires that were pulled from the St. 
Johns River.

“It was enough to fill a 12-cubic yard truck to the 
brim,” said Michael Getka of JDog Junk Removal & 
Hauling, who voluntarily collected the trash bags from 
the clean-up sites. 

More than 100 celebrated their hard work at a four-
hour after-party sponsored by the NEFAR Community 
Affairs Task Force at Veterans United Craft Brewery.

“We are exceptionally proud of the efforts of the 
NEFAR Realtor and affiliate members who, along with 
volunteers from the public, gave back to the Northeast 
Florida community in such a big way by cleaning up its 
local waterways,” said 2022 NEFAR President Mark 
Rosener. “Hundreds of volunteers spent several hours 

on Saturday morning in the hot Florida sun picking up 
trash from boat ramps, the beaches, and even some hard-
to-reach islands in the St. Johns River. This is just one 
example of how Realtors care for and give back to their 
community.”

The Realtor-led clean-up crews tackled trash located at 
nine shoreline sites — four at the beaches and five at boat 
ramps that feed into the St. Johns River. Included among 
the clean-up sites were the Wayne Stevens Boat Ramp in 
Ortega, the Bert Maxwell Boat Ramp on the Northside, 
the Sidney J. Gefen Riverwalk Park, the Main Street 
Boat Ramp and Old Ferry Boat Ramp in Middleburg, the 
beach near Jacksonville Beach SeaWalk Pavilion, Mick-
ler’s Landing in Ponte Vedra, the beach near Beaches 
Town Center and the beach near St. Augustine Pier. 

A gathering of more than 60 Realtors and their friends 
met at Lions’ Club Boat Ramp in Arlington to board four 
pontoon vessels to reach uninhabited shorelines and trash 
dumped in the river. They joined several private boaters 
who followed along to help clean up. 

In Putnam County, another boat convoy consisting of 
three Realtor families departed from Crystal Cove Marina 
in Palatka to pick up trash.

And seven Realtor volunteers led by Cherya Cava-
naugh of Keller Williams Atlantic Partners boarded a 
powerboat to clean up the Intercoastal Waterway from 
Ponte Vedra to St. Augustine.

Sponsoring the event were Watson Realty Corporation, 
Watson Title, Watson Mortgage, realMLS, Golden Dog 
Title & Trust, JDog Junk Removal & Hauling, Jax Boat 
Rentals, Current Problems and Lowes. 

Clean-up site sponsors included Max Home Inspec-
tions, Landmark Title, Academy Mortgage, Slate Real 
Estate, Future Home Loans, J. Riley Williams PLC, NE-
FAR’s Southwest Area Council and NEFAR’s Beaches 
Area Council. 

Donating prizes for the raffle were Coast Conservation 
Association; Tiea Vincent with RoundTable Property 

Management; Westbank Group of Watson Realty Corp.; 
NEFAR, who offered lock boxes; and realMLS, who 
donated MLS dues for a year.

After the event, more than 100 volunteers gathered at 
Veterans United Craft Brewery to celebrate their efforts. 
More than $700 was raised from a raffle and will be 
donated to a coastal conservation project in Northeast 
Florida. 

This year’s event was considerably larger in scope and 
better attended than last year’s when approximately 60 
NEFAR members took part, collecting more than 1,500 
pounds of trash. 

“This was the largest turnout we’ve ever had,” said 
NEFAR Community Affairs Task Force member Mark 
Feagle, who helped organize the event. “It is our hope 
that we can expand it even further next year.”

enrich the lives of citizens by sharing and 
encouraging the gift of poetry.

Once appointed by the City Commis-
sion through the application process, the 
poet laureate will represent the City of St. 
Augustine and the art of poetry through 

outreach related to poetry. The person 
will participate in at least three selected 
city-sponsored events, dedications or 
memorials per year by selecting and pre-
senting original or appropriate works.

The poet laureate will act as a resource 
for St. Augustine’s poetry and literary 
activities, lead and participate in National 
Poetry Month events and activities and 
will contribute to the creation of a poetic 

identity for the city.
In order to be considered for the poet 

laureate, the following requirements must 
be met:

• Serve a two-year term
• Be 18 years or older
• Reside in the city of St. Augustine, or 

have connections to the city through fam-
ily or community involvement

• Demonstrate a commitment to and 

passion for poetry
• Be comfortable with public recitation
The complete poet laureate description 

and a list of application requirements is 
available online at citystaug.com/poet 
and in the city clerk’s office. Applications 
will be accepted through Aug. 31.

Questions about the application may be 
directed to the city clerk’s office at 904-
825-1007 or at cityclerk@citystaug.com.

Applications
Continued from 28

The area around the St. Augustine Pier was one of 11 sites 
for NEFAR’s Second Annual Clean-up Northeast Florida 
Waterways.

Contributed photos
Families gather at the St. Augustine Pier for a beach cleanup.

Seven Realtor volunteers led by Cherya Cavanaugh of Keller 
Williams Atlantic Partners boarded a powerboat to clean up 
the Intercoastal Waterway from Ponte Vedra to St. Augustine.
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DON’T BE A VICTIM OF PROPERTY FRAUD!

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
PROPERTY AND MORTGAGE FRAUD 

FOR FREE

• A FREE notification service offered by your 
St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
Comptroller.

• Get alerted by email any time an Official Record 
document is recorded in your registered name.

• Subscribers know to take prompt action if they 
see potentially fraudulent activity in their public 
records.

Don’t pay for an early warning service that’s 
FREE through your local Clerk of Courts!

Sign up for 
FREE today!

St. Johns County Potential Fraud Alerts

Learn more at https://stjohnsclerk.com/recording-activity/
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Sports
www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Foundation to launch on 
National Pickleball Day

Striving to make a difference in the lives 
of children and teens across the country, 
a new pickleball nonprofit organization 
headquartered in Jacksonville Beach is of-
ficially launching on Monday, Aug. 8.

This day also marks the observance 
of National Pickleball Day, which the 
organization believes will bring increased 
awareness to the game of pickleball and 
its ability to bring together people of di-
verse backgrounds through the sport.

In addition to togetherness, First Dink 
was created to foster personal growth, 
build self-confidence and provide inspira-
tion and leadership opportunities among 
the nation’s youth.

To lead into its launch on National 
Pickleball Day and to introduce area youth 
to the sport itself, First Dink is hosting 
a “Pickleball 101” youth clinic from 8 
to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 6, at South 
Beach Park Pickleball Courts, located at 
2514 South Beach Parkway, Jacksonville 
Beach. This event will provide an intro-
duction to the game of pickleball, includ-
ing rules of etiquette.

All participants must wear athletic shoes 
and are encouraged to bring a small towel 
and bottled water. Parents must sign a re-
lease form. There is a $5 registration fee. 
Paddles and pickleballs will be provided. 
To reserve a spot, email the name and age 

of the participant to: info@FirstDink.org, 
or call 904-580-0411. Space is limited.

“We are thrilled to provide this oppor-
tunity for young people to experience this 
great sport,” said First Dink Executive 
Director Sam Veal.

The First Dink Foundation is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) youth organization. Its mission 
is to impact the lives of kids and teens in a 
way that builds character, instills long-
term life skills and values and promotes 
healthy lifestyle choices — all through the 
game of pickleball.

The First Dink Foundation combines 
youth pickleball instruction and life 
skills development through its coach-
ing and mentoring design. This is 
achieved through incorporation of the 
positive youth development methodol-
ogy attributes, which consists of curiosity, 
character, connection, caring, compe-
tency, confidence and contribution into its 
programming and outreach efforts.

Positive youth pickleball is just part of 
a much larger mission at First Dink. The 
available programs strengthen character 
and help kids learn the skills they need to 
grow into capable, independent and suc-
cessful adults.

For more information or to donate, go to 
firstdink.org.

Red snapper fishing tournament winners announced
The second annual Oh Snap! Red Snap-

per Fishing Tournament concluded with 
a multitude of local anglers participating 
in the two-day tournament that coincided 
with the NOAA Fisheries recreational 
Atlantic red snapper season.

Participants from five counties across 
Northeast Florida joined their friends and 
families on the water to reel in the biggest 
fish while raising funds for two area non-
profits on July 8-9. 

This year’s tournament brought new 
winners in all three categories, crowned 
during the award ceremony on July 10. 

Main tournament champion Kris Nowicki 
took home the top prize of $5,000, a 
large trophy and bragging rights for the 
year, with a snapper weighing in at 21.06 
pounds.

Other winners included: 

Main Tournament Category
• First place: Kris Nowicki, 21.06
• Second place: Mike Kistner, 20.14
• Third place: Louis Joseph, 20.14

Lady Angler Category
• First place: Sarah-Ashley Ferencz, 

19.76
• Second place: Jenna Williams, 18.6
• Third place: Melissa Russell, 17.76

Junior Angler Category
• First place: Morgan Brown, 19.88
• Second place: Louie Joseph, 18.72
• Third place: Logan Aprile, 16.76

Mystery Weight Category
• Team Just Us, Kris Nowicki 

“We had a great turnout for our second 
annual tournament,” said Dave Berg, Oh 
Snap! Fishing Tournament director. “It’s 
always a great time to see friends and fam-
ily enjoying our local waters together with 
some friendly competition thrown in. We 
are thankful for all the anglers who par-
ticipated and helped us make a difference 
in our community. We are already looking 
forward to next year’s competition –– we 
hope to see you there.” 

The charitable tournament, which 
debuted last year in alignment with the 
limited recreational Atlantic red snapper 
fishing season, raised money for two local 
nonprofits, Dreams Come True and the 
Jacksonville School for Autism.

The third annual tournament is sched-
uled for July 8, 2023; registration will 
open in January.

For more information about the Oh 
Snap! Red Snapper Fishing Tournament 
go to ohsnapfishing.com. 

Contributed photo
Oh Snap! Red Snapper Fishing Tournament 
winner Kris Nowicki won $5,000.
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Miscellaneous

Discount air travel. Call Flight Ser-
vices for best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside & from the 
US. Serving United, Delta, American 
& Southwest & many more. Free 
quote! Have travel dates ready! 844-
951-2014

Protect your home from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control. Call 
for a quote or inspection today 844-
394-9278

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

Aloe Care Health medical alert 
system. Most advanced medical 
alert product on the market. Voice-
activated! No wi-fi needed! Special 
offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off 
Mobile Companion. 1-855-341-5862

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Miscellaneous

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95 - now w/this 
special offer  only $59.95 w/code 
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Paying top cash for men’s sport-
watches! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 833-603-3236

Vivint. Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. One connected system 
for total peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! Four free months 
of monitoring! Call  to customize 
your system. 1-833-841-0737

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your 
home. Full installation services. $0 
down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

Miscellaneous

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. 1-855-364-
3948

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Health, Beauty & 
Fitness Aids

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Health, Beauty & 
Fitness Aids

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free 
dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 
866-925-2362.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Financial 
Service

Foreclosure and Eviction As-
sistance A+Rated, HUD-Approved 
(Lic.83706) NonProfit offering Assis-
tance for Eviction and Foreclosure 
Avoidance. Free & Confidential Call:  
561-472-8000 Debthelper.com

Wanted to Buy

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must 
be in working condition. Local. Call 
(904) 343-6136

Service

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  844-614-2532

Employment

Green Mountain Pools in Vermont 
is hiring pool plasterers, mixers, and 
laborers starting at $18-$25/hr de-
pending on experience. Call Nick 
802-356-1482 or email grnmnt-
pools@comcast.net

Home 
Improvements

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of the first 50 callers 
and save $1,500!  CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
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Three ways to visit us online...

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

The Coves, TPC - 6515 Burnham
Circle - January 18th & 19th
9am-3pm. House and garage loaded
with like new furniture and something
for everyone. Check estatesales.net
for pictures & descriptions.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

Computers
& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. For Information
Call 855-488-8843

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. "Hours: 24/7.
1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan

.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582

for your risk free consultation.

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know
Your Options. Get a FREE debt

relief quote: Call 1-866-465-4307

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

Home
Improvements

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions

apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

Financial
Service

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
MedicalBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CALL APRIL SNYDER
904-285-8831 ext. 1204

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #
904-285-7232

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. ClPontePonte VassifVedraedraieds *Additional Lines Can be 

CLASSIFIED RATES 2022

Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 
the fi rst week of publication. We will only apply credit 
for the fi rst run and credits are subject to approval by 
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to fi rst insertion, 
cancellation must be made by the classifi ed deadline 
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services) www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Thinking of
Advertising 

in the
Recorder?

For more
informa�on

call
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!

CLASSIFIEDS
THE SOURCE
MOST RELIED

ON FOR
INFORMATION

ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS!

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

WE’RE
ALL
EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

FIND OUT ABOUT THE

POWER
OF ADVERTISING

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Recorder?
For more informa�on

call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Merry
Christmas

PLACE AN AD

Contact Desert Exposureʼs

Get The Ponte vedraGet  The  Ponte vedra 
recorder delivered torecorder delivered to 

your doorstep.your doorstep.

START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
CALL 904.686.3936

YOUR SOURCE FOR A

QUICK SALE!
1102 A1A N., Unit 108

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904.285.8831
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Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-517-18921-855-517-1892

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Meeting Via Zoom | 
Northeast Florida Fire Watch Council 
Notice is hereby given that the 
Northeast Florida Fire Watch Coun-
cil will meet via Zoom teleconference 
on Monday, August 15, 2022, at 
5:30 p.m.  The purpose of this meet-
ing is for the Northeast Florida Fire 
Watch Council to consider and take 
action on items on its agenda. The 
meeting agenda and materials can 
be obtained electronically by email-
ing mwubbolt@thefirewatch.org.
Interested persons desiring to at-
tend this meeting can do so via 
Zoom (including by computer or 
telephone) using the following 
meeting access information:
By Computer
Join the Zoom Meeting by clicking 
on the following link or by copying 
and pasting the link into your web 
browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
83329058587?pwd=Q3hmSDV0Nm
1WZkx3RzVtKzdaK1NTdz09
Meeting ID: 833 2905 8587
Passcode: 292990
By Phone +1 929 205 6099
  Pursuant to Section 163.01(18), 
Florida Statutes, this meeting is 
being conducted through the use 
of communications media technol-
ogy. Additionally, those who un-
able to access the call can attend 
the meeting in a communications 
media technology facility located 
in the offices of Office Evolution, 
5011 Gate Parkway, Building 100, 
Suite 100, Jacksonville, FL 32256. 
 Meetings are open to the public. 
All constituent questions or in-
quires will be made a part of the 
permanent file and all efforts will be 
made to address the questions dur-
ing noticed meetings of the North-
east Florida Fire Watch Council.   
Northeast Florida Fire Watch Council 
meetings are open to the public.  All 
constituent questions or inquires will 
be made a part of the permanent file 
and all efforts will be made to ad-
dress the questions during noticed 
meetings of the Northeast Florida 
Fire Watch Council.  Interested per-
sons who cannot attend this Zoom 
teleconference but who wish to 
submit public comments to be read 
during the public comment portion of 
the meeting regarding any matter on 
the agenda for consideration at the 
meeting may do so by emailing Mary 
Wubbolt at mwubbolt@thefirewatch.
org up to the start time of the meet-
ing.  Public comments submitted by 
email must be received no later than 
5:30 p.m. on the date of the meeting 
to be read during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting.     The 
meeting agenda and materials can 
be obtained electronically by email-
ing mwubbolt@thefirewatch.org.
 Please contact Mary Wubbolt by 
email at mwubbolt@thefirewatch.
org if you have any questions re-
garding this notice or if you experi-
ence technical difficulties during 
the meeting.   A recording of this 
meeting will be available upon re-
quest by emailing mwubbolt@the-
firewatch.org after its conclusion.   
 St. Johns County serves as the fis-
cal agent for the Northeast Florida 
Fire Watch Council.  Inquiries/ques-
tions regarding items on the North-
east Florida Fire Watch Council 
agenda should be emailed to Mary 
Wubbolt at mwubbolt@thefirewatch.
org or by phone at 904 834 9420.
Pursuant to the American with 
Disabilities Act, accommodations 
for persons with disabilities are 
available upon request. Please al-
low 1-2 business days notification 
to process; last minute requests 
will be accepted but may not be 
possible to fulfill.   Please submit 
ADA accommodations requests to  
mwubbolt@thefirewatch.org.

Legals

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 904-285-8831.

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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© Baptist Health 2022

Welcome your baby 
close to home.
When it comes to the birth of your child, you want a hospital close 
to home that you can trust. Look no further than Baptist Beaches. 

U.S. News & World Report has recognized Baptist Beaches as High 
Performing in Maternity Care – the highest rating possible. 

This honor means Baptist Beaches excels in providing expert 
medical care and the best possible experience for moms, babies 
and their families.

Our maternity suites were inspired by local moms, with spa-like 
comforts and advanced medical care available. And we’re right here 
in your neighborhood.

To find an obstetrician who delivers at Baptist Beaches,  
call 202.4her.

405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Schedule your tour today and have dinner on us!
Tours Daily! Call 904.686.3700

Culinary Director Adam Bashy and our amazing sous 
chef Dhurata Asslani have completely revamped the 
menu and meal presentation. They create their own 
menus based off dietary needs. Adam has a passion 
for serving our residents quality meals in a fine dining 
atmosphere.  Dhurata has 25 years’ experience in fine 
dining and has worked with amazing chefs during  
her 20 years as Sous Chef at Marriott. 

Meet the team behind  
our five-star dining!


