
St. Johns County rendering
JAXUSL has proposed an expansion of the 40-acre Central St. Johns Sportsplex currently planned by the county. The company that wants to 
bring men’s and women’s professional soccer here has suggested the county acquire adjacent FDOT-owned land to create a larger facility to bet-
ter serve local youth. See the story on page 10.
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Pain Reduction
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904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com
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Mercedes-Benz
G-Class Open-Tops

Starting at $59,900
904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com
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Land Rover

Defenders 90/110’s
Starting at $26,999

(904) 273-2691
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615 A1A North, Suite #102
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)We also offer award-winning Chiropractic Care - 
looking forward to seeing you soon!

NOW OFFERING LIPO LASER
We are now offering invisa-RED™, FDA Approved and 
Clinically Proven for Non-invasive Weight Loss, Cellulite 

Removal, Body Contouring and Aesthetics.

NEW PATIENTS ONLY. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT 
WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE 
FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY.
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Library Friends plan lobby sale

Seymour’s bookstore is having a lobby sale 
from Friday, July 28, through Saturday, Aug. 
12. All books in the lobby will be $1 each. 
There will be a great selection of grade-level 
books, classics for young adults, homeschool-
ing books and popular fiction and nonfiction 
books.

Also, CDs, audio books, DVDs and vinyl 
records will be offered at $1 or less.

Seymour’s, a Friends of Library (FOL) 
bookstore operated by volunteers, is located 
in the lobby of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. It is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays.

Proceeds support the library. Friends of 
the Library provide children's and adult's 
programs, materials, equipment, community 
space for all residents to enjoy, and many other 
resources.

The sale will accept cash and checks only.

Peduto appointed to board
On Tuesday, July 18, the St. Johns County 

Board of County Commissioners unanimously 
appointed Anthony Peduto to the Ponte Vedra 
Zoning and Adjustment Board. This fills a va-
cancy created when Cynthia Ware declined her 
March 7 appointment. Peduto joins K. Megan 
McKinley, John Patton, Samuel Crozier, Rich-
ard Ensslen, Jane Rollinson and C.F. “Chip” 
Greene on the board.

DeSantis appoints judges of compensation 
claims

On Thursday, July 20, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
announced five appointments to the Office of 
the Judges of Compensation Claims, including 
two re-appointments from Northeast Florida.

Ralph Humphries of Ponte Vedra has been a 
judge of compensation claims since 2010. Pre-
viously, he was a partner at Boyd & Jenerette. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree and juris doc-
tor from the University of Florida. Humphries 
is reappointed to the Jacksonville office.

Ray Holley of Jacksonville has been a judge 
of compensation claims since 2010. Previously, 
he was an attorney at the Law Office of Amy 
Warpinksi. He earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Stetson University, his master’s degree 
from the University of North Florida and his 
juris doctor from Stetson University. Holley is 
reappointed to the Jacksonville office.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Val-
ley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The 
market offers fresh produce, baked goods, local 
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants 
and more.

State pays off $400 million debt early 
On Wednesday, July 19, Gov. Ron DeSantis 

announced the early paydown of $400 million 
of the state’s debt through the Debt Reduction 

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
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To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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“From Cottages to Castles”

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®
904.334.3104 cell

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®
904.553.2032 cell

Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com
beacheshomes.com

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms.  $3,595,000

Discover the comfort of oceanfront living  
in Ponte Vedra Beach. This 2-story coastal gem with  
100 ft. of ocean frontage offers a private elevator for 
ease in access to each story, large media/game room, 
living/dining/kitchen/great room and a tri-level deck 

with summer kitchen, seating around fireplace, sun deck 
and play fort. There truly is something for everyone. 
Host unforgettable gatherings for family and friends  

and make memories for life!

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built  
with the utmost quality and security.  10,956 ft.² of  

expansive  eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway, 
160 feet of water frontage, designed for year-round 

 outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon  
salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift. 

 Come enjoy unrivaled privacy  
just minutes away from the world-renowned 

 Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean.

 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, 
$6,950,000

Oceanfront Gem  
Built for Entertaining

Luxury Intracoastal Estate

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
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Chris Thompson,  CFP®, CRPC®

904.380.2290 
4601 

Associate Manager
Managing Director
Certified Financial Planner™
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor™

Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St. Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Voting for annual Best Of Ponte Vedra extended
Voting has been extended for the fifth 

annual Best of the Best of Ponte Vedra 
contest until July 31, so there’s still time 
to make your preferences known. The 
public poll covers ZIP codes 32082 and 
32081.

Readers have a chance to vote for their 
favorite businesses, professional ser-
vices, organizations and more in multiple 
categories online. From best new busi-
ness to best charity event, best real estate 
agent to best personal trainer and best 
seafood to best boutique, the categories 
run the gamut and are sure to include 

your favorite things.
Votes can be made on 

the website at ponteve-
drarecorder.com/be-
stof2023.

Each person can 
vote once per day in 
as many categories 
as he or she wants. The 
nominees who receive the 
most votes will be named 2023 
Best of the Best of Ponte Vedra. Nomina-
tions and voting are completely free and 
open to the public.

The Best Of platform on The 
Recorder’s website features 

lists of nominees in an 
easy-to-use format.

Winners will re-
ceive a free certifi-
cate and a Best of the 

Best of Ponte Vedra 
window cling. Each 

winner will also be listed in our 
Best of the Best of Ponte Vedra spe-

cial section and on the winner’s website.
Winners will be notified by Recorder 

staff after votes are counted.

Nominees can participate in advertis-
ing packages that promote their entry 
by expanding their listing to feature 
additional details on the business. For 
more information or to find out how to 
get your nominated business or product 
involved in promotions that will be going 
on throughout the contest cycle, email 
susan@pontevedrarecorder.com or call 
904-686-3938.

Vote for your favorite business, 
service, person, restaurant or product 
now at www.pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestof2023.

THE

20232023

of Ponte Vedraof Ponte Vedra
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By Anthony Richards

Trasca & Co. Eatery is hosting its first ever yappy 
hour event at its Ponte Vedra Beach location Aug. 1 
from 3 to 6 p.m.

Unlike other dog-related events Trasca has held, this 
one is deeply connected to its growing partnership with 
K9s For Warriors, which is a local nonprofit that has a 
mission of uniting service dogs with veterans.

“It’s a way for us to celebrate with the community, 
and what better way to do that than with dogs,” Trasca 
& Co. Inc. owner Sara Frasca said. “We believe this 
is something that can become an annual event held in 
August as a nice family celebration before school starts 
back.”

The event is just the latest in a long line of ways 
Trasca has thought about what in best for dogs and their 
owners, and the event would not be possible without 
Frasca helping lead an effort years ago to get St. Johns 
County officials to reconsider the rules pertaining to 
dogs and restaurants.

“It all started when we first opened our restaurant and 
had a health inspection, which is normal and natural, 
but we had one major violation, and it came after we did 
all of the acrobatics required to have a perfect kitchen 
and perfect operation,” Frasca said. “The violation was 
because someone had their dog on our patio, and it was 

against the St. Johns County ordinance.”
The incident led Frasca to do some research and she 

found that St. Johns County had never passed an ordi-
nance that required dogs on an eating establishment’s 
outdoor patio like other areas around.

“St. Augustine and Jacksonville Beach had, but St. 
Johns County had not,” Frasca said. “So, I started a peti-
tion from all the owners around of establishments that 
served food, and then took that petition to the county 
commission.”

Although it was not a quick process, Frasca looks 
back and is proud that Trasca helped lead the effort for 
change, because it is something people will be able to 
benefit from and enjoy for years into the future.

“It took two years, because first I had to file and then 
get an audience with the commissioner, before coming 
back to present the case so they could vote on it,” Frasca 
said. “Fast forward to today, and we are so proud to 
have people be able to bring their furry companions to 
our patio.”

Happy hour drink and appetizer prices will be avail-
able during the three-hour event with a portion of the 
proceeds going toward supporting K9s For Warriors and 
its continued initiatives.

Pawsitively Natural Dog Bakery will be on hand at 
the event offering handmade dog treats to those in at-
tendance.

bestbet St. Augustine  |  904.646.0001  |  800 Marketplace Dr., St. Augustine, FL |  I-95 exit 311

St. Augustine’s 

ONLY POKER ROOM & SPORTS BAR!

$100

8/2, 8/4, 8/5 @ 12:30pm

CPPT Satellites
into August 6th

$360 MEGA

190 Marketside Avenue, Unit B
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

FloridaEyeSpecialists.com 20 Doctors Specializing in:
Cataracts • Glaucoma  •  Dry Eye

LASIK • Cornea • Retina • Oculoplastics

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN NOCATEE
#1 CATARACT & GLAUCOMA PRACTICE

(904) 564-2020

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT

DONALD A.
BARNHORST, JR., M.D.

KENZO J. KOIKE, M.D.

Yappy Hour latest attempt by Trasca 
to accommodate furry friends 

Photo courtesy of Trasca & Co. Eatery
Trasca & Co. Eatery is hosting a yappy hour event at its Ponte 
Vedra Beach location Aug. 1 from 3 to 6 p.m. to support K9s 
For Warriors.
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FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

ACUPUNCTURE & FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE
Get to the root cause of your symptoms and heal naturally.

Chronic Fatigue • Fibromyalgia • Hormone Imbalances • Thyroid Disorders
Headaches/Migraines • Food Allergies • Back and Neck Pain

Gastro-Intestinal Issues • Auto-Immune Challenges

(904) 465-5571
360 Town Plaza Ave., Ste. 330, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Make your appointment today at:  
www.TheQuietTiger.com

Are you stuck in a symptom loop? If you are struggling with a chronic condition 
or symptom, want to get to the bottom of it and need a clear path for relief...

Make a FREE Introductory Consult appointment and discover whether 
Functional Medicine or Acupuncture can stop your symptoms in its tracks!

Emily Glasser
Licensed Acupuncturist & Herbalist, 

Functional Medicine Certified & 
Clinical Nutritionist

Celebrating 19 years in practice!

Dr. Richard J. Cassidy Jr.
Dr. Richard J. Cassidy Jr., age 63, of 

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL passed away 
at home peacefully and unexpectedly 
in his sleep with his loving wife by his 
side on July 2nd, 2023. Rich was born 
in Endicott, NY on May 30th, 1960. He 
lived there throughout his childhood. 
Rich attended Wilkes University in 
Wilkes-Barre, PA, then attended medical 
school at Hahnemann University School 
of Medicine in Philadelphia, PA. He 
then completed his internal medicine 
residency at Geisinger Medical Center in 
Danville, PA. Rich was an ER physician 
at Jupiter Medical Center in Jupiter, FL. 
While working in the emergency depart-
ment he obtained his MBA and made 
his transition into the corporate world of 
medicine, working for various companies 

over the years. Rich was a lover of music, 
most notably Jason Isbell, Tom Petty, 
and the Rolling Stones. He was an avid 
golfer, car enthusiast, and sports fan. Rich 
was also the most honest, hard-working, 
supportive, and loving husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, and friend. He 
never met a stranger and made everyone 
he came in contact with instantly feel 
like a friend. He is survived by his wife 
of almost 40 years, Deborah (Debbie) 
Cassidy, of Ponte Vedra Beach, FL; his 
son and daughter-in-law, Dr. Richard J. 
Cassidy III (Rick) and Morgan Cassidy of 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL; his daughters and 
sons-in-law, Caitlin and Matt Laurence 
of Jacksonville Beach, FL, and Kelly 
and Jon Shaffer of Lake Mary, FL; three 
grandchildren Richard J. Cassidy IV (RJ), 
Miles Cassidy, and Madison Shaffer; 

sisters Dr. Susan Cassidy of Naples, FL 
and Joy Cassidy of Yulee, FL, as well 
as many nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Richard 
J. Cassidy, and Joyce Cassidy. Rich was 
celebrated at a private celebration of life 
with close friends and family on Sunday, 
July 16th at Marsh Landing Country 
Club. In lieu of flowers, please consider 
making a contribution to a charity of your 
choice in Rich’s honor. Please visit his 
online Tribute at www.quinn-shalz.com. 

Arrangements by

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES
Cheryl Ann Martin Garman

Cheryl Ann Martin Garman, 
69, of Atlantic Beach, Florida, 
died July 21, 2023. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. 904-249-1100 www.
quinn-shalz.com. 

Patricia B. Meyne
Patricia B. Meyne, 88, of 

Jacksonville Beach, Florida, 
died July 24, 2023. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 
904-249-1100

Rosemary Roach Savage
Rosemary Roach Savage, 

100, of Ponte Vedra Beach died 
July 20, 2023. Arrangements 
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. 
904-249-1100 www.quinn-
shalz.com

Frances Elizabeth Thompson
Frances Elizabeth Thompson, 

89, of Atlantic Beach, Florida, 
died July 22, 2023. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. 904-249-1100 www.
quinn-shalz.com. 

Robert H. Zielske
Robert H. Zielske, 94, of 

Ponte Vedra Beach died July 16, 
2023. Ponte Vedra Valley Fu-
neral Home, Cremation Center 
& Cemetery – 904-285-1130 – 
www.pontevedravalley.com
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Walther Vliegen

Walther Vliegen is in his third stint working at The Plantation at Ponte Vedra Beach and is the current general manager and COO 
of the club community. There is just something that continued to bring him back to The Plantation and the North Florida area that 
always felt like home and the right fit for both him and his family.

As told to Anthony Richards

Tell us a little about yourself and your background.
I grew up in Holland before we moved right across the 

Dutch border into Belgium because my parents found a 
beautiful piece of land on a little stream and built a very 
modern house.

I went to law school in Amsterdam for two years. I 
liked living in Amsterdam better than I liked studying law 
there.

My father said I could make one change and I told him 
I would like to go to hotel management school in Maas-
tricht, The Netherlands, and I ended up going to the States 
as part of a post-graduate internship in Atlanta, which was 
very cool.

I did that for about a year and a half before I branched 
out and did a big tour of the U.S., which is something 
most Europeans want to do. 

My first GM job was in 1986 when I became the gen-
eral manager of a small club in Springfield, Illinois, called 
the Illini Country Club. It was a great first job to get my 
feet wet, and I got them wet all right, for sure.

What has your career path looked like?
I split my career fairly evenly between hotels and the 

resorts and the club business.
My first time with The Plantation came in 1989 and I 

was there until 1995. It was a really unique opportunity, 
because it wasn’t just managing the club, but also helping 
to develop it.

When I first arrived there was still nothing much here 
and we only had a scant 25 to 30 homes at the most, in 
which most of them were like model homes that various 
builders would show.

I then went back into the hotel business for 10 years, 
before coming back to The Plantation in 2005, and that 
time I was here through 2011.

That was when we did the first masterplan and renova-
tion of the clubhouse, making it into a fitness center and 
moving casual dining to the same level as the “formal” 
dining on the second floor. It was a great deal more ef-
ficient because everything could operate out of the same 
kitchen.

That renovation really built us some momentum, be-
cause until we built a casual bar, we didn’t have that much 
social action. It changed it all for the better, and we built a 
new golf shop. 

How long have you been back for your third stint?
I ran a private development up in the Carolinas for 10 

years before deciding to retire when I turned 70, because I 
figured I had worked enough at this.

However, after being retired for about a year and a 
half, I suddenly got an inquiry from The Plantation in the 
middle of May to see if I would consider coming back as 
an interim GM or consultant.

We were living here, so being able to be a GM again 
with about an eight-minute commute was really attractive, 
plus it helps that we have a truly dynamite staff to work 
with.

I have really been welcomed back by the entire staff and 

a lot of the members also remember me from the times I 
spent here before.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
The club world is really great because you get to know 

your customers fairly well because you see them on an 
everyday basis, while in hotels and resorts everything is 
so transitional. I think that’s what really attracted me to 
keep coming back to clubs. 

The whole personal level of service and communication 
is really fantastic at clubs, and in general you can take a 
great amount of ownership when something is right, or 
something is wrong. You can truly make it what it should 
be.

You have instant and direct feedback in the club busi-
ness.

Those relationships are so important because being GM 
of a community like this is really not an administrative 
position. You have to get out there and get to know your 
community because you are its face and that is who they 
interact with.

What are some of the fun things you have to get The 
Plantation community involved?

One of the things we started, and it’s probably been go-
ing on for 20 or 30 years now is our luau celebration.

It’s really important to me for the lifestyle that you 
bring to have a certain element of having a good time, just 
as much as having a beautiful house and neighbors.

It’s that social dynamic that really creates that commu-
nity atmosphere that we’ve instilled here.

Photo courtesy of The Plantation at Ponte Vedra Beach
Walther Vliegen is the current general manager and COO at The Plantation at Ponte Vedra Beach. It is his third stint at the club.
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DID YOU KNOW?

FLORIDA
DIVORCE LAWS

CHANGED 
ON JULY 1ST

Alimony and Adultery are addressed by new 
laws that went into effect on July 1, 2023. 
Register for our upcoming classes to learn 
more about these changes and other divorce 
laws and financial considerations.

Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. Second Saturday, Private 
Wealth, and LPL Financial are separate entitites. Second Saturday, Private Wealth, and LPL Financial do not offer tax or legal advice or services.

UPCOMING CLASSES:
• August 12, 2023

• September 16, 2023

REGISTER:
www.SecondSaturdayJax.org

Presented by Robert Franskousky,  
Certified Divorce Financial Analyst®  

and other local specialists.

Specializing In: 
Obedience

Personal Protection 
Behavior Modification 

 Trained Protection Dogs

THE k9 ENCOUNTER
Dog Training For The Real World 

TheK9Encounter.com

At The K9 Encounter, we instill confidence, stability, and a sense 
of purpose in your dog through our training program. Whether 
it’s a simple walk through the park, a car ride, or enjoying time 
with family and friends, we’re here to help your dog become a 

stable companion you can enjoy daily life with. 

No tricks, no gimmicks, only you and your dog 
working together to achieve your goals.

@ The K9 Encounter@thek9encounter

Rob Martin
Owner/Head Trainer
(904) 689-2057

New THE PLAYERS executive director speaks at Chamber lunch
By Anthony Richards

New Executive Director of THE 
PLAYERS Lee Smith was welcomed to 
town and to his new position by the St. 
Johns County Chamber of Commerce 
Ponte Vedra Beach Division and the Jax 
Chamber as the guest speaker during a 
Chamber lunch event on July 19 at Marsh 
Landing Country Club.

According to Smith, golf has been a 
major part of his life for as long as he can 
remember at this point, and he is thrilled 
to get to work for a tournament like THE 
PLAYERS.

“I was born and raised in east central 
Illinois and after playing golf in college, I 
got right into the golf business as a PGA 
professional at Urbana Country Club, 
which has Jacksonville ties, because Mr. 
(Shad) Khan (Jacksonville Jaguars own-
er) and his son Tony Khan were members 
there, and Mr. Khan now owns that club 
and I’m looking forward to reconnecting 
with him,” Smith said. 

Looking back, those early years as a 
golf professional were vital in Smith’s 
path to where he is now as executive 
director of THE PLAYERS.

“I actually taught Tony (Khan) some 
lessons for a few years and probably owe 
him a refund for how bad I was,” Smith 
chuckled.

Smith eventually started working with 
the PGA Tour in 2003 at TPC Scottsdale 
as an assistant golf professional and 
then moved on to three-year stops at 
TPC Summerlin in Las Vegas and TPC 
Sugarloaf in Atlanta, before heading back 
to TPC Summerlin as general manager, 
where they hosted the Shriners Hospitals 

for Children Open.
Shortly after the President’s Cup in 

2017, Smith went to work at Liberty 
National Golf Club.

“The 18th green there was about 700 
yards from the Statue of Liberty in New 
York City, so that was a pretty cool office 
to go to every day,” Smith said.

With all those stops, Smith accumu-
lated roughly 20 years working for the 
PGA Tour on the club operations side of 
things prior to the opportunity to be the 
executive director of THE PLAYERS 
presenting itself.

“I think utilizing some of those previ-
ous experiences, especially when it 
comes to hosting different tournaments 
will allow this to be a great opportunity,” 
Smith said. “Having only been here a 
month, I’m really looking forward to 
getting engrained in the community and 
meeting everyone.”

Smith enters the position at a unique 
time and fully aware of the history and 
prestige of the tournament, he is ready to 
embrace it with open arms.

“We’re certainly focused on 2024 and 
have already had some meetings for 
2025, so we’re always looking down the 
road at what the future looks like,” Smith 
said. “As a vision and an objective, my 
first role is not to mess it up and secondly 
continue to expand the profile of THE 
PLAYERS Championship community-
wise and globally.”

One of the ways he sees doing that lo-
cally is by tapping into markets through-
out the First Coast and beyond the Ponte 
Vedra Beach area with possible fanfest 
opportunities in the weekends leading up 
to the tournament.

Photo by Anthony Richards
New Executive Director of THE PLAYERS Lee Smith (fourth from the left) spoke at a joint lunch 
event hosted by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division and 
the Jax Chamber on July 19 at Marsh Landing Country Club.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 27, 2023 COMMUNITY NEWS   9

Welcome to Silver Treasures - An Assisted 
Living Community. Here at Silver Treasures,  
we are committed to compassionate service 
and respect for human dignity. We have a 
reliable staff that provides round-the-clock  
care and assistance, including Registered 
Nurses who can deliver skilled nursing services 
for each senior’s medical needs. Our goal is to 
make your senior loved one feel at home.

- Freddie & Jennifer Arguila- Freddie & Jennifer Arguila
FOUNDERS & FRANCHISERS OF SILVER TREASURES

A Place of CompassionCompassion, 
SinceritySincerity, and LoveLove

Colene Fay HelsbyColene Fay Helsby
RESIDENT OF SILVER TREASURES AT PONTE 
VEDRA CELEBRATES HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

 
Colene Fay Helsby was born August 4, 1923 in 

Bethany, MO. Her family moved to Battle Creek, MI, 
where she graduated from high school. She was a 

“Rosie the Riveter” at an aircraft factory during WWII. 
At the Pilgrim Holiness Church, she was both a soloist 

and pianist. she met a young Navy Ensign THERE, 
named Robert (Bob) Helsby. THEY married on April 
13, 1945 AND settled in Oswego, NY. They raised 4 

boys and 1 girl in an old farmhouse that Bob restored. 
In 1958 they moved to Albany, NY, where Bob 

eventually became part of Gov. Rockefellers cabinet. 
During those years in Albany, Colene was president of 
the Women’s Auxiliary of the Salvation Army, Albany 
division. She was also a key member of a professional 
Troy, NY choir. She currently is the proud matriarch of 

11 grandchildren, and 13 great grandchildren.

Resident SpotlightResident Spotlight

Silver Treasures
at Fleming Island
904-592-9995

Silver Treasures 
at Orange Park
904-578-6132

Silver Treasures 
at St. Augustine
904-580-7800

Silver Treasures 
at Lane Avenue
904-990-6001

Silver Treasures 
at Ponte Vedra
904-326-0900

The Legacy of
St. Johns

904-201-6999

Heritage Crossing 
of Jacksonville 
904-399-8999

Program. The program reduces state debt 
by accelerating the payoff of bonds prior 
to maturity, avoiding subsequent interest 
costs. The early payoff is expected to save 
Florida taxpayers nearly $34 million.

“While Washington has governed irre-
sponsibly and ballooned the national debt, 
the Free State of Florida is providing a 

blueprint for fiscal responsibility,” said De-
Santis. “We put Floridians front and center 
in every decision we make and are proud 
to continue saving them money through 
smart fiscal policy.”

The state budget established the Debt 
Reduction Program within the Division of 
Bond Finance.

Four area residents selected for stu-
dent leader internships

Bank of America recently announced 
that four area high school seniors and re-

cent graduates were selected for an eight-
week paid summer internship providing 
them with first-hand experience in serving 
their communities. As part of the program, 
the students will develop leadership and 
practical workforce skills while working 
with Communities in Schools of Jackson-
ville.

The seniors are: Shruthika Kondabrolu 
of Allen D. Nease High School, Amber 
Bansal of The Bolles School and Marina 
Caraballo of Samuel W. Wolfson High 
School. The recent graduate is Tatum 

Register of Stanton College Preparatory 
School.

This summer, the students will travel to 
Washington, D.C., for a national leader-
ship summit focused on the power of 
cross-sector collaboration and community 
advocacy. Student leaders from across the 
nation will discuss the importance of civic 
engagement and meet with members of 
Congress. 

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2

Palm Valley Road sidewalk construction begins
St. Johns County and the Palm Valley 

Community Association (PVCA) re-
cently announced that Palm Valley Road 
Sidewalk construction has begun. This 
project will fill the sidewalk gaps along 
the west side of Palm Valley Road from 
Landrum Road to the State Road A1A 
intersection.

"When completed, the sidewalk will 
connect the community from Nocatee 
to the S.R. A1A intersection and north 
through Ponte Vedra Beach,” Palm Val-
ley Community Association President 
Greg Leonard said. “People can enjoy 
walking to school, church, work or run 
errands."

Phase 1 of the sidewalk construction 

is now underway. Phase 1 includes sec-
tions from Palm Valley Road at Lan-
drum Lane to Canal Boulevard.

"It has taken the PVCA more than 10 
years of community engagement work-
ing with the county officials and staff to 
bring this crucial road safety project to 
fruition," PVCA Sidewalk Committee 
Chair Jayne Evans said. “We appreci-
ate the work of all who recognized the 
need and supported this project over the 
years. Personally, it is gratifying to see 
the project underway. The PVCA looks 
forward to celebrating the completion of 
the sidewalk with a Palm Valley Road 
Community Celebration in 2024.”

Contributed photo
Representatives of the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners, St. Johns County 
Sheriff’s Office, St. Johns County Public Works and Palm Valley Community Association stand 
together to celebrate the beginning of construction of the Palm Valley Road sidewalk.
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By Shaun Ryan

The possibility of expanding on plans 
for a park in western St. Johns County 
to create a major sports hub will depend 
on whether the Florida Department of 
Transportation agrees to a land swap.

On Tuesday, July 18, JAXUSL 
President and CEO Steve Livingstone 
presented a proposal to the St. Johns 
County Board of County Commission-
ers for a private/public partnership that 
would establish a 15-field facility along 
County Road 16A.

JAXUSL is the operating com-
pany formed to develop United Soccer 
League (USL) franchises in Northeast 
Florida. On Aug. 30, 2022, company of-
ficials announced their intention to bring 
professional soccer to the First Coast by 
2025. Both men’s and women’s soccer 
would be featured. In addition to Liv-
ingstone, the ownership group includes 
Tim Tebow, Ricky Caplin and Tony 
Allegretti.

Currently, the county plans an eight-
field sportsplex on 40 acres along 
C.R. 16A southwest of the Shearwater 
community. The park would also have 
a splash pad, playground and other 
features.

Adjacent to that is a 33-acre prop-
erty owned by FDOT, which plans to 
create a lake there to mitigate water 
runoff ahead of the proposed First Coast 
Expressway.

Speaking July 18 on behalf of his 
company, Livingstone proposed that 
the county contact FDOT and request a 
swap for comparable JAXUSL-owned 
property located about a quarter mile 
away. Then, the county, working in 
partnership with the company, would be 
able to develop a 73-acre facility, bring-
ing the total number of fields to 15.

JAXUSL would partner with the 
county to manage the facility.

The estimated cost to develop the en-
tire property is $30 million. That figure 
is broken down into $19 million for the 
cost of the fields, $2.5 million for a pro 
training facility, $3 million associated 
with the swap and related engineering 
of the property, $3 million for parking 
space and $2.5 million for construction, 
etc.

According to Livingstone, about $15 
million of that could be funded by issu-
ing bonds to be serviced by Professional 
Sports Franchise Facility Tax revenues. 
The county is permitted to levy the 1% 
tax on short-term accommodations, so 
long as the revenue is used in the fund-
ing of professional sports facilities.

However, to access the tax funds, the 
county would need some kind of profes-

sional team associated with the site. 
A few of the proposed fields would be 
dedicated to that team’s use.

The $30 million expense would be 
further mitigated by the $10 million to 
$12 million that the county had already 
planned to spend on the original 40-acre 
sportsplex.

Livingstone said JAXUSL would 
make up the $3 million to $5 million 
shortfall.

The advantage of having at least 12 
available fields is that the site could 
host tournaments. Livingstone pre-
dicted that the county could host 30-40 
tournaments a year. That would equate 
to between 3,000 and 4,000 families 
visiting St. Johns County on tournament 
weekends.

The economic impact of that and 
other initiatives associated with the site 
would be significant.

According to an independent analysis 
cited by Livingstone, the county would 
see a 10-year impact of $150 million 
and the creation of 1,380 jobs over that 
decade.

Tournaments would use 12 fields on 
specific weekends and the community 
would have access to them on Monday 
through Thursday. The community 
would also have full access to the rest of 
the park and its facilities all year round.

Under the JAXUSL plan, the prop-
erty would include a small, 2,000-seat, 
stadium at a designated track-and-field 
section. Livingstone also described a 
plan to make the facility user-friendly 
for kids with special needs.

At the conclusion of the presentation, 
the county commissioners all expressed 
support for the idea but wanted more 
information before committing to it. 
Commissioner Henry Dean said he 
wanted to see a comparison of the costs 
and the benefits.

“The potential to positively impact 
children in our community is so great 
that we’d do ourselves a disservice by 
not exploring this option,” said Com-
missioner Christian Whitehurst.

Still, he said, “If the FDOT parcel is 
not available for whatever reason, this 
is a nonstarter. I think we can all agree 
on that. If this is not a net benefit to our 
children … then it’s a nonstarter for 
me.”

The board agreed to send a letter to 
FDOT. In the meantime, staff will gather 
information relevant to the proposal, 
including any possible impact on the 
First Coast Expressway project, to be 
presented at a future meeting.

Pulse Imaging

Echocardiogram with BONUS EKG
In the CONVENIENCE of your own home

•Board Certified Cardiologist Reading
•Licensed Cardiac Sonographer

•Website: PulseImaging.net
•Results sent to Physician

•Email For Appointment PulseImaging2017@gmail.com

JAXUSL proposes additional sports fields at park

JAXUSL and OSPORTS rendering
This rendering shows the 15-field proposal for the park on County Road 16A.
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By Janet Westling

Welcome to our summer issue of 
Sand Castles a luxury, lifestyle and real 
estate seasonal section.

A year ago, I wrote about the “dog 
days of summer,” which generally last 
from July 3 to Aug. 11. Webster defines 
those days as, “a period marked with 
lethargy, inactivity or indolence.” This 
summer, while still very hot, has also 
been very wet with afternoon showers 
cooling us down a little bit as interest 
rates have climbed.

I tuned into a recent interview with 
real estate titan Mauricio Urmansky, 
owner and founder of The Agency in 
Los Angeles. He had an interesting take 
on our market and interest rates.

He reminded us “that you are not 

married to your interest rate or your 
mortgage. You are just dating it! When 
interest rates go down you can refi-
nance.”

That is very good advice.
Eric Spottswood, Prosperity Home 

Mortgage, also shares good advice 
with an in-depth article on the path to 
homeownership in the current market. 
Spottswood explores creative options 
to help homebuyers in the market today 
and reminds us that it is still a great 
market to realize the dream of home-
ownership.

District 4 School Board representa-
tive Kelly Barrera, in her latest column, 
shares an update on the new school 
year that starts Aug. 10, with a focus 
on safety and security. Each school, 
said Barrera, “will have law enforce-
ment presence through youth resource 
deputies.”

Dr. Jason Hosch brings much needed 
discussion to the topic of social media 
risks for kids. This article educates, en-
lightens and informs us to the dangers 
that are in our children’s path as they 
navigate the internet and interact with 
each other.

Kendra McCrary, President of the 
Women’s Board for Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital in her column shares the cur-
rent project for the 2023 fundraisers the 
board and its 400 members are organiz-

ing. The Women’s Board raises aware-
ness and much needed funds in support 
of the hospital with a targeted gift each 
year.

This year, the funds raised through 
two signature events will go to the Kids 
Kare Mobile ICU program.

I used to say that Ponte Vedra Beach 
is Florida’s’ best kept secret — that is, 
until now. 

Fox News anchor Brian Kilmeade 
hosted two “Fox and Friends’ Breakfast 
with Friends” segments on our First 
Coast. The first was at the Metro Diner 
in Ponte Vedra Beach and the second 
was at the Beach Diner. Kilmeade 
shared a recent issue of Sand Castles 
with his co-host Ainsley Earhart to 
“Fox & Friends” viewers across the 
United States! 

At the Beach Diner, “Breakfast with 
Friends” host Kilmeade interviewed 
Congressmen Rutherford and Waltz, 
and the founder of Operation New 
Uniform Michele McManamon. In this 
issue, McManamon shares her found-
ing and mission of this non-profit that 
serves veterans after they leave active 
duty and return to the workforce.

Seven Realtors share their stories 
about their amazing new listings each 
with their own wow factor from the 
oceanfront to the Intracoastal and in 
between!

Pickleball madness has not only 
reached the First Coast but an Asian 
market as far away as Taiwan. Journal-
ist Jesse Hagy writes about the phe-
nomenon that has captured the world by 
storm!

Italy was the travel destination for 
several Ponte Vedrans this summer, 
including the Sawgrass Wine Club and 
the Sawgrass Country Club Wine and 
Spirits Director, Bo Cure. 

With the football season almost upon 
us, the Jaguars’ Brian Sexton covers in 
his column “Five to Watch as the 2023 
Training Camp Begins,” and the golden 
age of Jaguars football is on us. Stay 
tuned!

Food expert Chef Shane Cheshire 
offers great healthy menu ideas with 
“Summertime Low Country,” perfect 
for summer entertainment.

In closing, our home is our castle, 
and at the beaches it is our castle in the 
sand. From palm trees to sand dunes, 
and golf courses to resort living, Jack-
sonville, Ponte Vedra and the Beaches 
communities offer the most desirable 
living in Northeast Florida.

Janet Westling, Realtor, PA, GRI, CIPS
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty
Sand Castles creator and contributing editor
www.sandcastles.com

Janet Westling
Contributing Editor

Welcome to the Summer  
issue of Sand Castles

MARKET WATCH

The path to homeownership in a difficult market
By Eric Spottswood

It’s not a surprise to anyone to hear 
that buying a new home in the market 
in the last few years has gotten more 
challenging. 

The logic is to look at rates over the 
long term, and likely excluding the last 
few years, when taking a perspective on 
where the market is. When you do that, 
you see that things aren’t nearly as bad 
as many people think.

Another factor to think of is whether 
or not to wait for rates to come down. 
Most experts are predicting that will 
happen and likely start in the back half 
of this year.

While a lower rate is always great, 
make sure you’re looking at the whole 
picture when making that decision. 
If you’re renting, waiting for rates to 
drop means continuing to pay rent and 
incurring that monthly expense. Many 
people think of lower rates as all sav-

ings but factoring in the expense of 
waiting and paying rent is important.

For example, if you looked into a 
loan of $400,000 and waited for rates 

to drop a full 1%, from 7% to 6%, you 
would save over $260 a month. That’s 
great! But, if you were paying $3,000 
a month for a yearly lease, waiting on 

rates to drop, you would have spent 
$36,000 in rent that year waiting on 
it to happen. It would take more than 
11 years to recoup the money that you 
spent on rent in the monthly savings 
you get with a lower rate ($36,000 
in rent divided by the $260/month in 
savings). That’s not to say buying now 
is the right decision for everyone, but 
it’s very important to look at both the 
savings and expense to receive those 
savings when making your decision. 

Is the bubble going to burst?
The other factor that many are speak-

ing about is the bubble bursting. This is 
understandably a hot topic because the 
last market that we experienced hyper 
appreciation in homes, the early 2000s, 
was followed by the largest crash since 
the Great Depression.

MARKET WATCH  continues on Page 28
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cell: 904.237.6083 | office: 904.270-0747
PVBLiving.com

Re/Max Specialists PV
2021-Over 49 Million Dollars in Sales

712 Mill Trail CourT

5 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | Approximately 3,270 SF
SOLD at $1,405,000

JUST SOLD 
By Katie Hughes Johnson

708 Mill Trail CourT

4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Baths | Approximately 2,900 SF
Offered at $1,297,000

Highest Sale Price To Date In Sawmill Lakes!

JUST LISTED
By Katie Hughes Johnson

Highest Sales Price 
ever recorded in Sawmill Lakes!

#12 Small Team for Remax Nationwide
#25Small Team for Remax Worldwide

PLUS! January - May 2023



By Brian Sexton

I probably don’t need to tell you, but 
just in case you’re still unsure of this 
football team in Jacksonville, the golden 
age of Jaguars football is upon us. 

The combination of quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence and Head Coach Doug Peder-
son blends as well as the best beachside 
margarita you enjoyed this summer or if 
you’re not one who partakes then it’s as 
good a pairing as ice cream and a warm 
summer evening.

Lawrence took a huge step forward in 
2022, his first with Pederson, and finished 
with a quarterback efficiency rating of 
95.2. QBER is a confusing equation 
of numbers and percentages, and the 
average person following along often 
struggles to figure it out. Truthfully, you 
don’t need to know anything but that a 

higher number means a better season for 
the most important player on the field.

For just a little perspective, it’s helpful 
to know that Lawrence posted a 71.2 
QBER in his rookie season and, while 
that wasn’t disastrous, it certainly felt that 
way because the head coach that season 
was himself a complete disaster. Law-
rence’s jump of 24 percentage points in 
a single season is the best one-year jump 
by a quarterback from his rookie season 
to his second year since they started using 
QBER as a measurement.

When you have the coach and the 
quarterback together then you have a 
chance to take a swing every season and 
the Jaguars will take what they hope is a 
big one in 2023. If they’re going to get 
past Buffalo, Cincinnati and obviously 
Kansas City they’re going to need some 
help from a few key players at a few key 
positions. Here are the five that I believe 
will make or break the Jaguars’ Super 
Bowl dreams in the coming months.

1. Travon Walker is as physically 
gifted as any defender the Jaguars have 
had since Tony Brackens wore teal. His 
combination of size, length, speed and 
attitude make him the No. 1 candidate to 
wreck the opponent’s game plan. Walker 
was good last season in ways that most 
people don’t see but for him to be the 
player the Jaguars drafted No. 1 overall 
last season he’s going to need splash 
plays this fall, sacks, forced fumbles, 
interceptions — and he’s capable of all 
of those. 

2. Walker Little was drafted two years 
ago to eventually replace left tackle Cam 
Robinson and he gets his chance over the 
first month of this season. Little replaced 
Robinson in December last year when 
Cam was injured against the Cowboys. 

Little has prototypical size for the posi-
tion and extraordinary athleticism. He’s 
the guy going forward with Robinson 
suspended to begin the season and if he 
plays well then, he’ll stay put beyond 
week four.

3. Anton Harrison is the replacement 
for right offensive tackle Juwaan Taylor 
who signed with Kansas City in free 
agency. Taylor had his best year in 2023, 
which is a big reason why Lawrence took 
such a big step himself. Harrison is every 
bit as talented as Taylor but he’s making 
the move to the right side from the left 
where he played at Oklahoma, and he’s 
never started a game on Sunday. If he 
settles in early this offense is going to be 
very difficult to stop.

4. Josh Allen is playing on the fifth 
year tender, which means that while his 
fumble recovery for a touchdown to beat 
the Titans in the season finale was the 
biggest play of his career, he didn’t do it 
often enough for the Jaguars to give him 
the big contract. That means he’s playing 
for all the money in the final year of his 
deal, and if you know anything about Al-
len you understand he’s spent the entire 
off-season preparing to take care of busi-
ness this fall and his family next spring. 
The talent is abundant, and the Jaguars 
would love to have to figure out how to 

keep him in teal beyond 2023.
5. Darious Williams’ name on this list 

might seem like a surprise, but the Jag-
uars are going to have to get production 
on the corner opposite Tyson Campbell. 
Campbell is a rising star and teams are 
going to look to throw away from the 
talented third year defensive back. That 
means Williams had better buckle up be-
cause that kind of heat melted Shaquille 
Griffin last fall. Williams replaced him 
in October and played pretty well on the 
outside, but the Jaguars need better than 
pretty well. 

There are obviously others, football is 
the ultimate team game. But if these five 
guys play somewhere near their poten-
tial this season the Jaguars are going to 
be a very difficult team to face, even for 
the Bills, Bengals and Chiefs. Imagine 
Trevor Lawrence with time to find Calvin 
Ridley and Evan Engram and imagine 
Walker and Allen pinning their ears back 
and rushing the quarterback with abandon 
thanks to having the lead instead of play-
ing from behind.

The golden age of Jaguars football is 
here and if these five guys are on target 
we might have to call it the platinum age 
since the Lombardi Trophy isn’t made of 
gold!
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• SPECIALIZING IN THE FIRST COAST AREA

• 2022 TOP PRODUCER FOR TRANSACTION VOLUME
   THE SIGNATURE REAL ESTATE COMPANIES
• TEAM LEADER FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA
• SPECIALIZING IN THE FIRST COAST AREA

• 2022 TOP PRODUCER FOR TRANSACTION VOLUME
   THE SIGNATURE REAL ESTATE COMPANIES
• TEAM LEADER FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA

Looking For A First Coast Specialist?Looking For A First Coast Specialist?
MEET DENA KLEINER

JACKSONVILLE • PONTE VEDRA • NOCATEE • ST AUGUSTINE

FIRST COAST
R E A L T Y, L L C

DENA KLEINER
CO-BROKER

908-872-6224
DENA@SIGNATUREFIRSTCOAST.com

WWW.DENASIGNATUREFIRSTCOAST.COM

SIGNATURE FIRST COAST REALTY, LLC • 90 FORT WADE RD, SUITE 100  • PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

Photo provided by Brian Sexton

Five to watch as the 2023 
training camp begins

Photo by Susan Griffin
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LOOKING FOR  
A NEW HOME?

Proudly serving Ponte Vedra Beach

David Johnson
Mortgage Banker, NMLS# 1446956
C: 386.288.7117 
david.johnson@amerisbank.com 
amerisbank.com/davidjohnson

All loans subject to credit approval.

Together we can turn your homebuying 
dreams into a reality.

Loan programs include:
• Construction-to-Permanent Loans
• Jumbo Loans
• Renovation Loans
• FHA and VA Loans

Value. Quality. Experience.
I am so excited to, again in 2023, be nominated in multiple real estate categories 

for the Best of the Best! I’ve been working as a Realtor here since 1985, building my 
knowledge and my reputation as your trusted resource. My categories are:    

BEST Boutique Firm • Condominium Specialist
Eco-friendly Realtor • Golf Course Specialist

New Home Specialist • Real Estate Agent  
Real Estate Broker • Relocation Specialist • Waterfront Specialist
LAST CHANCE  to go to https://pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2023 

 to vote daily, today through July 31,  
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Clare Berry
Resourceful. Responsible. Respected.

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 realtor in ne Fl
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Pickleball takes off in Taiwan
By Jesse Hagy

Pickleball has been exploding in the 
United States. While pickleball’s unprec-
edented growth continues in the U.S., on 
an island on the other side of the world it 
is gaining a foothold.

Most Americans know Taiwan from the 
news. Almost every day Western media 
outlets run stories on Taiwan’s impend-
ing doom in the face of a Chinese threat. 
With the constant doomsday rhetoric, it's 
not unreasonable for a lot of Americans 
to view the island nation as a land of 
peril. However, taking a detour from the 
alarming airwaves, I found a different 
story on the ground.

It’s 6 p.m. on a warm, humid Tuesday 
night. As the bustle of the after-work 
migration begins to die down, a group of 
pickleball players set up a net at a quiet 
park in Zhishan. Their ages vary greatly. 
Some are just arriving at the park after a 
day of high school classes while others 
are attending as part of their daily retire-
ment activities.

After my Mandarin language class 
ends, I hop on the MRT (Taipei’s metro) 
for a short ride to Zhishan Station. I stroll 
by some restaurants and other parks and 
join the group and take my paddle out of 
my backpack. The pickleball players are 
converting badminton courts to pickleball 
play. Pickleball and badminton courts 
are nearly identical, so Taiwan’s love for 
the latter sport benefits pickleball players 
greatly.

There are more than eight players (four 
per court) so everyone in the group takes 
turns playing. On the sidelines, people 
chat and laugh while watching the ongo-
ing games. There are both foreigners 
and locals taking part. Some speak both 
Mandarin and English, and some only 

speak one, but here it is evident that hav-
ing a good time transcends any language 
barriers.

As the sun finally retreats behind the 
lush green mountains surrounding Taipei, 
the court lights come on. It is easier to 
see the neon green ball now as it flies 
back and forth between duos in fierce 
competition.

It was this night that I truly understood 
why pickleball became what it is today in 
the United States.

Back home I had joined the sport too 
late to witness much of the extraordi-
nary growth that propelled it to so many 
national news headlines. The gold rush 

stateside was already in full effect but 
here in Taiwan, it's just getting started, 
though that is not to say there are not any 

tournaments in Taiwan. For those who 
seek competitive play, there are plenty of 
opportunities on the island.

The wonderful thing about pickleball 
too is there is no “American pickleball,” 
“European pickleball,” etc. No need to 
argue over whether the correct name for 
a sport is American football, football, 
fútbol or soccer — it's just pickleball. 
Oh, and good luck finding another sport 
that is so accessible that a player can fly 
across the world and drop in with locals. 
In an age where technology pushes us si-
multaneously closer together and farther 
apart every day, pickleball is a purely 
human bridge between worlds.

What am I doing in Taiwan?
I am currently a student at National 

Taiwan Normal University’s Mandarin 
Training Center. Every day I attend an 
intensive Chinese language class for three 
hours. In my free time, I work on The 
Digital Patriot (www.thedigitalpatriot.
com) which is a weekly conservative 
political newsletter, and Pickle Mad-
ness (www.picklemadness.com), a blog 
covering all things pickleball. When I am 
not working I enjoy exploring the streets 
of Taipei and learning about Taiwan’s 
unique history. 

Photo courtesy of Jesse Hagy
Pickleball, which has enjoyed a tremendous surge in interest over the past decade in America, 
is becoming increasingly popular in Taiwan.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 27, 202316   SAND CASTLES

Summer’s a great time for a low country boil
By Chef Shane Cheshire
Taste Catering, Barn Yard Farms

Awe! Nothing like the vibrant crescendo and sweet 
smells of Florida summertime here in Jacksonville 
to bring out the best in all of us. It is July, the kiddos 
have settled into their summer break, and those of us 
that are parents have settled into a little bit of crazy. It's 
official; for all, kiddos or not, we're in the sweet heat 
of summer, which is something to be cherished and 
grateful for. 

I can smell the gunpowder of the fireworks that 
cascade into the night sky and illuminate the horizon 
as the beachgoers promenade and the spirited ride their 
bikes up and down 1st Street. As a nation, it is truly 
a glorious time to celebrate the good ole USA! This 
celebration is second to none, no matter where you are 
or your beliefs! And, as always, Jacksonville always 
does it up just right!

If you're hosting a beach extravaganza or having 
family and friends over to celebrate the summer, hoist 
the red, white and blue. Let the broad stars and strips 
fly free, my friends, and thank someone that has served 
our great nation!

I could not find a better summertime all-American 
recipe than the good old low country boil for this 
magnificent occasion. 

It is a feast that impresses your mother-in-law, kids 
and friends alike! While it may seem daunting, the 
low county boil is hardly that. You put potatoes, corn 
and sausage into a large pot with various seasonings 
and then "basket" all your favorite fresh local seafood 
until done — pretty simple. Well, I'm here to help you 
and make it straightforward! Follow me through this 
simplified recipe, and you will be a summertime hero!

As always, I wish you well from Taste Catering and 
Barn Yard Farms, and God bless!

Yield: Six to 10 people
Ingredients:
2 gallons water 
3 cans of your favorite beer 
1 head of fresh garlic 
4 lemons halved; reserve 1 lemon for garnish 
2 oz old bay 
2 oz redfish magic 
2 oz parsley 
2 lbs. andouille cut into 2-inch pieces 
4 corn cobbs, shucked and halved 
3 lbs. Red bliss potatoes 
4 lbs. Fresh Mayport shrimp
5 lbs. Alaskan snow crab
1 bag of fresh little neck clams 
1 bag of fresh PEI mussels

Chef's note: I highly recommend using a gas burner in a 
safe place outdoors; you will need a large stock pot and a 
basket to submerge and cook the seafood. 

Set up your burner in a safe area; in the stock pot, add 
the first seven ingredients and bring to a hard boil. Reduce 
the burner to low heat. Carefully add the sausage, corn 
and potatoes. Let simmer for around 20 minutes or until 
the potatoes are firm but can pierce with a fork.

Start by putting the clams into the basket and sub-
merge into the stock. Cook until the clams start to open; 
remove and set aside. Repeat the process with the mus-
sels.

Next, in small batches, add the shrimp to the basket 
and cook until the shrimp turn light pink. Be careful not 
to overcook and set aside. Lastly, add the crab to the 
basket and submerge. Cook for about five minutes, just 
enough to heat the crab legs through, being careful not to 
overcook.

Now that the cooking is done, remove the sausage, 
corn and potatoes from the stock. Reserve some stock. 
Arrange this grandiose fare on a large platter and pour the 
reserved stock over the platter to keep your masterpiece 
nice and hot.

Garnish with sliced lemon and fresh pea tendrils from 
Barn Yard Farms. 

Contributed photo
Summertime Low Country Boil

Summertime Low 
Country Boil

Events raise money for Kids Kare Mobile ICU
By Kendra McCrary, President
The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Each year, The Women’s Board works 
to expand awareness and raise funds for 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital. This year’s 
funds will go to support the Kids Kare 
Mobile ICU program. As our hospital and 
region grow, the need to transport critically 

ill children expands as well.  
With more than 400 members and 50 

years of commitment, The Women’s Board 
raises funds through two signature events, 
The Florida Forum and the First Coast De-
sign Show. The Florida Forum is a premiere 
speaker event featuring world-renowned 
thought leaders, and we are pleased to an-
nounce the upcoming series.

First, on Nov. 8, Mike Krzyzewski 
(Coach K), a legendary basketball coach, is 
a Naismith Hall of Fame coach, a five-time 
national champion at Duke University and a 
six-time gold medalist as head coach of the 
U.S. Men’s National Team. Coach K will 
share his insights as a leader and experienc-
es from his more-than-40 years of coaching 
with Duke.

Next, on Jan. 17, Steve Wozniak (Woz) 
will take the stage. Woz is one of the 
co-founders of Apple Inc. He is a technol-
ogy innovator, and his contributions are 
formidable. His role in launching the per-
sonal computer revolution was critical. He 
continues to be a thought leader on artificial 

KIDS KARE continues on Page 26
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A Modern Coastal MasterpieceA Modern Coastal Masterpiece

Introducing Calissa Cay, St. Augustine’s Iconic New Waterfront CommunityIntroducing Calissa Cay, St. Augustine’s Iconic New Waterfront Community
LUXURY HARBOUR RESIDENCES FROM THE $800S

N O W TA K I N G R E S E R VAT I O N S  |   C O M P L E T I O N 2025
Sales Off ice -  1007 S Ponce DeLeon Blvd,  St  Augustine,  FL 32084

Sales Center Hours  -   Tues-Sat 10-5  |   Sun 1-5
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 904-616-5757

Set within the St. Augustine Shipyards, an iconic development on the banks of the San Sebastian River, Calissa Cay 
will offer luxury living in a vibrant, diverse neighborhood setting. Limited to 51 exclusive Residences, these Harbour 
homes will feature contemporary architecture and spectacular waterfront vistas. All homeowners will enjoy priority 

to deep-water wet or dry boat slips located within the shipyard’s world-class marina facility. 

These Caribbean-inspired villa-style townhomes will offer stunning waterfront views, with a beautiful collection of 
luxurious two- and three-story, 3- and 4-Bedroom floorplan designs from 2,126 to 3,072 square feet to choose from.

LUXURY HARBOUR RESIDENCES FROM THE $800S
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An innovative concept, stunning presentations, 
and incredible food for all occasions.

Order online, by phone, or stop in and see us!
www.grazecraze.com/st-augustine-fl

904-490-9777
650 Market Street, St. Augustine, FL 32095

Social media holds serious risks for kids
By Dr. Jason Hosch, 
Ph.D., LCCC, LMHC
www.lifetransitions.cc

Social media has become increasingly 
popular today, especially among young 
people, and a pervasive part of our 
society. A 2023 report from the Surgeon 
General details that 95% of minors ages 
13-17 report using social media, while 
40% of children ages 8-12 reported the 
same despite minimum age require-
ments for the platforms.

So, it seems kids just want to connect 
with their friends, and that’s harmless. 
Or is it? Remember the saying: Things 
may not always be what they appear 
to be. This is certainly the case when 
it comes to the use of social media, for 
which there are some risks we need to 
be aware of.

Among them are an increasing num-
ber of mental-health problems we are 
finding among young people today.

Significant findings have been made 
with regard to exposure time with social 
media and the severity of experiences 
with anxiety, depression and problems 
with emotional self-regulation. This is 
well detailed in the 2020 Netflix docu-
mentary, “The Social Dilemma,” which 
I strongly recommend.

Studies have found that a majority 
of teens have been exposed to online 
cyberbullying, including being called 
offensive names, having false rumors 
spread or being the target of physical 
threats. Kids can experience a greater 
sense of loneliness and isolation as 
social media becomes a forum for com-
parison, judgment and worse. It creates 

SOCIAL MEDIA continues on Page 27

Dr. Jason Hosch

Do you know who’s at the other end of your child’s online communication?
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Janet Westling, 
REALTOR®
GRI, CIPs, Luxury Collection Specialist

904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com
Janet.Westling@bhhsnfr.com

Sold in Sawgrass Listed in Nocatee

I have seen the results of homes that I have staged time and time again. And according to the real estate staging association, 
“homes which are staged before going on the market, sell 73% faster on average than their non-staged counterparts.”

- Janet

Re-designed to sell, paints a lifestyle 
where the buyer can visualize the space, 
and clearly see themselves living in 
their new home. Buying and selling is 
an emotional experience and creating 
a personal connection to the home 
produces positive results for the buyer 
and seller.

One last benefit of design to sell is this. 
Many times a seller has a hard time 
letting go of their home. The designed 
to sell process removes their personal 
furniture and eases the transition for 
the seller to say goodbye and say hello 
to a quick sale at a higher price!

Re-designed
to SELL

by Janet Westling

Before

After After

Before

The Carlyle    Marsh Landing

Selling Ponte Vedra 32082  - Florida’s Best Kept Secret
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Sawgrass members visit Italy on wine trips
By Bo Cure
Sawgrass Country Club wine & spirits director 

Every year, sometimes twice a year, 
my work becomes absolute play. These 
are the occasions each summer when 
I take our members from Sawgrass 
Country Club on our member wine 
trips to some of the most notable wine 
destinations. This year was our first-ever 
international wine trip and, oh, what a 
trip it was!

Two separate groups of members 
toured with me this June. My first group 
consisted of 13 members and my second 
group, which arrived a week later, was a 
bit larger at 20 members.

We stayed in the middle of Siena at 
the only 5-star hotel in town, the Grand 
Hotel Continental, which is located in 
the historic district of Siena, known for 
the famous Palio horse races.

Our hotel is where we kicked off our 
visits with a catered party each week 
featuring a selection of luxury Italian 
wines paired with a decadent display of 
charcuterie and hors d’oeuvres in the 
hotel’s elegant Salone della Feste event 
room.

Each group toured the next three days, 
beginning at Banfi’s winery in Montalci-

no for in-depth tours of their production 
facility and then culminating with lunch 
at La Taverna, Banfi’s Michelin-rated 
restaurant. I have to say the wine pair-
ings, especially regarding pairing with 
the sauces, were truly on the level of a 
work of art.

Next, we ventured to San Polo’s 
winery, also located in Montalcino and 
known specifically for their extraordi-
nary Brunello di Montalcino wines. Ric-
cardo Fratton, San Polo’s Winemaker led 
our tour into the vineyards and winery. 
After much insight into Brunello produc-
tion, Riccardo and his team offered a 
vertical tasting of San Polo’s high-end 
single vineyard Brunello’s featuring four 
vintages side by side ranging from 2015 
to 2018.

A little insight straight from Italy, the 
2016 vintage is considered by many 
winemakers to be the best in the last 20 
years. Our coursed wine dinner later that 
evening at San Polo can only be termed 
as Bellissimo!

On day two, we headed north from 
Siena to just below Florence to visit Ruf-
fino’s property. While Ruffino’s winery 
and tasting room is certainly beautiful 
and can hold its own against the other 
tasting rooms I saw during my travels, 

Ruffino also has a separate property, 
Montemasso Castle, that only sees lim-
ited use and is where Ruffino hosts their 
VIP guests for their most lavish events.

Without a doubt, our visit fell into the 
decadent category as I genuinely thought 
the platters and wine that was served 
before lunch were indeed lunch. It was 
not. Our wine luncheon was paired with 
a lineup of Tuscan wines that would be a 
hard act to follow.

Unless of course, you are visiting 

Felsina’s winery in Berandenga early the 
next day. We began day three at Felsina, 
which is located just outside of Siena. 
There we toured their 13th-century 
winery and tasted a wonderful progres-
sion of their wines paired with a well-
thought-out lunch menu that offered 
versions of fare that fit the motif of the 
winery playing on ancient recipes with 
modern twists paired to perfection!

Our grand finale took place in Mon-
tepulciano at Cantine Dei and was 
hosted by Caterina Dei, the proprietor 
and winemaker. We toured, tasted and 
were treated to a bevy of courses created 
by Chef Katia Maccari, who’s Michelin-
rated restaurant is located in the town of 
Multipulciano.

To make the evening even more 
incredible, Julio, a jazz guitarist who has 
played with the likes of Frank Zappa and 
Pat Metheny performed throughout our 
reception and dinner with Caterina Dei, 
who is an exceptionally talented profes-
sional singer who sat in on the last few 
songs to close out the evening. Mama 
Mia!

Pure bliss is the only way I can de-
scribe what these trips were to me. Italy, 
we will be back again with my wine key 
at the ready!

Contributed photos
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH  OVER 12,000 INSTALLATIONS SINCE 2005

CABINETS•FLOOR COATINGS•ORGANIZERS

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER
12,000 INSTALLATIONS SINCE 2005

CLOSETS•HOME OFFICE•LAUNDRY•PANTRIES

SAVE UP TO 15% OFF
SCAN QR BELOW FOR DISCOUNT CODE

REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION
(904) 329-4986

INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH
EASY TO MAINTAIN
UV STABLE
ANTIBACTERIAL

DON'T COMPROMISE YOUR 
FLOORS WITH 1 DAY INSTALLS!

www.premiergarage.com

www.tailoredcloset.com

REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION
(904) 645-0885
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

GUEST COLUMN

New school year to begin August 10
Each school to have law 
enforcement presence 
through Youth Resource 
Deputies

By Kelly Barrera
St. Johns County School Board Representative, 
District 4

A new school year begins on Aug. 
10, and we cannot wait to welcome our 
students, faculty, staff, parents and volun-
teers for another great year!

This summer has been full of prepara-
tions, and as always, safety is at the top 
of our priority list. 

Safety and Security
Each St. Johns County school has an 

emergency operation plan that is re-
viewed and practice regularly. Our school 
district works closely with local emergen-
cy operations and public safety officials, 
gaining their expertise and input into our 
safety protocols and procedures.  

Each year, a team comprised of school 
personnel and local law enforcement con-
duct school site-risk assessments. Safety 
initiatives — such as having a single 
point of entry, electronic access, safety 
perimeter, fencing and increased signage 
— are all completed to align with these 
safety assessments.

Additional safety, security, fire and 
health inspections take place regularly 
in all of our schools, each of which has a 
safety committee and threat assessment 
team that meets frequently to discuss 
school safety and security. Most of our 
schools are also designated as shelter 
locations, to be used in the event of a hur-
ricane or other emergency.

Youth Resource Deputies
I’m pleased to report that this sum-

mer, our school board approved the 
contracts for the upcoming year with the 
St. Augustine Police Department (SAPD) 
and the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office 
(SJCSO) to provide a Youth Resource 
Deputy (YRD) for each school. The 
SAPD will provide three officers to our 
schools, while SJCSO will provide 43 
YRDs, one captain, two lieutenants, five 
sergeants, five corporals and 20 public 
service assistants to assist with traffic and 
safety. The SJCSO added two detectives 
and a civil citation officer this year as 

well. Our school district is fortunate to 
have such a strong law enforcement pres-
ence on site in our schools.

The YRDs are a critical resource 
for students, faculty, staff and parents, 
as they enhance the safe and orderly 
environment of our schools. In addition 
to facilitating required training and drills 
and assisting the threat assessment teams, 
the YRDs build positive relationships 
with our students. 

Our school district uses several other 
safety tools as well. Each school and 
school bus has an 800 MHz radio that 
communicates directly with local law-en-
forcement for emergency situations. We 
have also implemented a mobile panic 
alarm system that gives all school, faculty 
and staff members the ability to send a 

silent alert for emergency assistance or to 
lock down a school while simultaneously 
alerting the SJCSO 911 Dispatch Center. 
Our entire network of camera systems 
is also integrated with SJCSO, provid-
ing immediate access during a critical 
incident. 

St. Johns County schools have visitor, 
vendor and volunteer sign-in procedures 
and badges that are required when visit-
ing a school. All volunteers, vendors and 
visitors must also have a current state-
issued ID and complete a criminal back-
ground check by the sheriff’s department 
and a 50-state sexual offender check prior 
to accessing our school facilities while 
school is in session. I encourage every 

SCHOOL continues on Page 26
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Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Making your Real Estate Dream a Reality

Jewish Federation & Foundation hires 
former FBI agent to bolster security

The Secure Community Network 
(SCN), the official safety and security 
organization for the Jewish commu-
nity in North America, and the Jewish 
Federation & Foundation of Northeast 
Florida have announced the hiring of 
Alex Silverstein as their new community 
security director.

Silverstein will implement, direct and 
develop a security program designed to 
increase safety and security for all those 
who participate in synagogues, schools, 
museums, service organizations and 
other centers of Jewish life in Northeast 
Florida.

“SCN is honored to work in part-
nership with the Jewish Federation & 
Foundation of Northeast Florida to 
ensure the safety, security and resiliency 
of the Jewish people,” said Michael 
Masters, national director and CEO of 
SCN. “This initiative is part of our effort 
to create a security shield over the entire 
Jewish community in North America. 
We are establishing comprehensive 
security initiatives across the country to 
empower and protect Jewish communi-
ties, and we are thrilled to build on our 
partnership with the Jewish Federation 
& Foundation of Northeast Florida to 
support their safety and security initia-
tives.” 

“The Jewish Federation & Founda-
tion of Northeast Florida is excited to 
partner with SCN and welcomes Alex 
Silverstein to our team,” said Jewish 
Federation & Foundation of North-
east Florida’s CEO Mariam Feist. “As 
America faces dramatic increases in 
antisemitic threats and incidents, Jewish 
communal security has never been more 

important. Alex’s 26 years of experi-
ence and knowledge of public safety and 
security issues will be instrumental in 
keeping us as safe, secure and prepared 
as possible.”

The Federation security program is 
part of the growing network of Jewish 
Federations and communities that have 
partnered with SCN to launch commu-
nitywide security programs designed 
around an “all threats, all hazards” ap-
proach to preparedness, safety, security 
and resiliency.

Each program is connected to SCN’s 
national operations, providing direct ac-
cess to SCN’s National Jewish Security 
Operations Command Center and Duty 
Desk, as well as best practice security 
resources and support related to policies, 
procedures, physical security, facil-
ity assessments, training and incident 
response.

Jumping right in, Silverstein orga-
nized training for camp counselors 
working in various summer camps at 
multiple camp locations. He trained 
the camp counselors in “Countering an 
Active Threat”— teaching them how 
to respond when faced with a security 
threat and children are present.

The “Run, Hide, Fight” training is 
adapted to teach counselors to trust their 
instincts when feeling the presence of a 
threat and to commit to action in keep-
ing the children and themselves safe and 
out of harm’s way. 

If you would like to take part in one of 
the trainings, there will be a community-
wide security training in preparation for 

Contributed photo
Former FBI Special Agent Alex Silverstein speaks to a group about security. SECURITY continues on Page 24
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Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.

Senior Living
Page 17
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IDEAL MOVE MAKES RELOCATING EASIER  PAGE 18

CYPRESS VILLAGE’S MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
RANKED NO. 1 IN STUDY PAGE 20

PLAYERS COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER 
ANNOUNCES DECEMBER SCHEDULE  PAGE 22

FLORIDA SENIOR GAMES BEGINS DEC. 3  PAGE 23

BOOST YOUR BRAIN FOR THE HOLIDAYS  PAGE 26

COUNCIL ON AGING, SUBARU JOIN MEALS ON 
WHEELS TO HELP SENIORS  PAGE 27

COA CENTER IN NOCATEE ANNOUNCES 
DECEMBER SCHEDULE PAGE 28

CAREPLUS EXPANDS MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 
OPTIONS IN FLORIDA PAGE 30
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Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County
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PV vs Nease Soccer
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Amanda Kloots and Paul Greene star 
in Sunday’s new CBS movie “Fit for Christmas.”

‘Fit for Christmas’ 
lets Amanda Kloots 
wear multiple hats

4 x 3” ad

December 1 - 7, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad
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Bring your imagination and spend 4 hours
of quality family time building your

ultimate gingerbread house.

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party at the link.

Dec. 10 - 9:00 AM
Prizes awarded. 

Dec. 16 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Winners will be announced 
at the link Christmas Party 
on December 16th 

Gingerbread
and 

Cake Decoration Competition

» Picture with Santa
» Theatre Performance by Sapna 

Academy Students
» Dance Performance by Level 

Up Dance - Competition Team

at the link
Christmas Party

Photo courtesy of Lois Marris
Lois Marris works for Ponte Vedra Club Realty is a third-generation real estate agent. Read more on page 2.

A family legacy A family legacy 
of real estateof real estate

December 1 - 7, 2022December 1 - 7, 2022

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

MARCHING TO A MARCHING TO A 
DIFFERENT BEATDIFFERENT BEAT

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022

of Ponte Vedra
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75 cents
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newspaper, not your 

average reader.
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your home
for just 

$40/year!

the High Holidays that will be free and 
open to the public. The training will take 
place at the Jacksonville Jewish Center 
at 7 p.m. Aug. 23. Pre-register for this 
event at events.idonate.com/community-
widesecuritytraining.

The Jacksonville security initiative is 
being made possible through profession-
al support from the Federation and SCN; 
funding through the collaborative efforts 
of the Federation local donors; commu-
nity partner organizations and national 
donor support from LiveSecure, the 
historic partnership between The Jewish 
Federations of North America and SCN 
to fund and create a collective security 
framework for every Jewish community 
across North America.

"In our journey to ensure that every 
Jewish community has a strong security 
initiative necessary for flourishing Jew-
ish life, we're thrilled to see that Jack-
sonville is taking steps to strengthen its 
security program,” said Jewish Federa-
tions of North America Chair Julie Platt. 
“I look forward to working with the 
community to raise the necessary match-
ing funds as it continues on its journey 
to secure the Jewish community." 

To lead the effort, former FBI Special 
Agent Alex Silverstein has been ap-
pointed the community security director. 

Prior to joining SCN, Silverstein spent 
more than 26 years with the FBI. He 
served as a special agent in the Wash-
ington, D.C., field office, FBI headquar-
ters and the Jacksonville Division. A 
significant portion of Silverstein’s FBI 
career was in crisis and critical incident 
response, where he also served as the 
weapons of mass destruction coordina-
tor and a senior member of the FBI’s 
Evidence Response Team.

On Sept. 11, 2001, Silverstein was 
one of the FBI’s initial responders to 
the terrorist attack at the Pentagon. He 
has been deployed to multiple signifi-
cant special events and crime scenes, 
including the 2001 anthrax attacks, the 
2015 Papal visit, the 2016 attack on the 
Pulse Nightclub and the 2017 and 2021 
Presidential Inaugurations.  

Prior to the FBI, Silverstein was a 
legal assistant/investigator and an as-
sistant state`s attorney for the Prince 
George`s County State`s Attorney`s 
Office in Maryland. 

“It is an honor for me to contribute 
my law enforcement knowledge and 
experience to working with the Jewish 
Federation & Foundation of Northeast 
Florida and SCN toward the safety 
and security of our community,” said 
Silverstein. “I look forward to leverag-
ing these experiences and community 
relationships to help everyone become 
more prepared and resilient against all 
forms of threats.”

Security
Continued from 23

829 Riverside Avenue | Jacksonville | 904.829.6037
Visit cummermuseum.org for more information.

(detail) John Frederick Kensett (American, 1816 - 72), Singing Beach & Eagle Rock, Magnolia, Massachusetts, 1864, oil on canvas,  
Courtesy of the Thomas H. and Diane DeMell Jacobsen Ph.D. Foundation.

The national tour of American Made is made possible by Bonhams, Christie’s, Doyle, 
Heather James Fine Art, Schoelkopf Gallery, and Sotheby’s. 

PAINTINGS AND SCULPTURE FROM  
THE DEMELL JACOBSEN COLLECTION

AMERICAN MADE

Now through September 24 at the
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1445 PONTE VEDRA BLVD, PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082
3 bd  |  3.5+ ba  |  Executive Office + Media Room  |  4,523 sq. ft  |  $6,995,000

This oceanfront Ponte Vedra Beach home, designed by architect Frank Schumer and previously owned by racing 
legend Hurley Haywood, is a true oasis of comfort, convenience and seclusion. Its location on a 150’ lot, nestled on 
a 30’ high dune, provides privacy and stunning views of the ocean. The lush landscaping surrounding the property 

adds to its beauty and seclusion, creating a serene environment. With over 4500 square feet of thoughtfully designed 
living space, the home offers plenty of room for residents and guests.

CALL MICHELE DALY AT (904) 994-2395 TO SCHEDULE A VIEWING

MICHELE DALY, REALTOR®

(904) 994-2395
MICHELEDALY.KWREALTY.COM

Breathtaking Ocean Views

‘FOX & Friends’ broadcasts from local diner
On Feb. 28, “FOX & Friends” co-host Brian Kilmeade 

broadcast the “Breakfast with Friends” segment live 
from the Metro Diner in Ponte Vedra Beach. "FOX & 
Friends" also hosted a breakfast on May 30, at the Beach 
Diner. Fans who gathered in predawn hours filled the 
diner to capacity as the diner opened for business at 6 
a.m. to a national audience.

Wounded Warriors CEO, General Michael Linnington, 
stopped by to say hello to Kilmeade on his way to work.

WOKV conservative talk radio host Mark Kaye, Jack-
sonville Sheriff T.K. Waters and Lynyrd Skynyrd lead 
vocalist Johnny Van Zant made guest appearances during 
the three-hour-long show.

The enthusiastic crowd answered questions from 
Kilmeade and cheered on the special guests who ap-
peared. 

Photos courtesy of Janet Westling

“FOX & Friends” co-host Brian Kilmeade joins a group of fans 
during his “Breakfast with Friends” broadcast from the Metro 
Diner on Feb. 28. Janet Westling is seen in the center, front 
row.

Jacksonville Sheriff T.K. Waters was interviewed on the show.
Sand Castles made its national debut at the gathering when 
Brian Kilmeade held it up for the audience to see.

Congressman Waltz , “FOX & Friends” co-host Brian Kilmeade, 
and Congressman Rutherford.

Lynyrd Skynyrd lead vocalist Johnny Van Zant stopped by to 
speak with Brian Kilmeade and meet fans.



Come Connect, Celebrate, and
Champion with us at 

 
 

America’s Only State Embassy in Washington D.C. 

Florida House on Capitol Hill

Follow us @FloridaHouseDC Visit Us and Enjoy Fresh Florida OJ 
1 Second Street N.E.

Washington D.C., 20002 
Open Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm www.floridahousedc.org

ARE YOU READY TO DESIGN YOUR FLOOR?
CALL NOW: (904)-300-1558
www.jaxepoxyfloors.com

St. Augustine | Jacksonville | Palm Coast

JAX EPOXY FLOORING
DECORATIVE CONCRETE SOLUTIONS

At Jax Epoxy Flooring, we offer garage floor epoxy and 
concrete coating solutions to beautify any concrete surface. 

Epoxy floors provide a tough, yet easy-to-clean flooring 
surface, perfect for garage floors, interior floors, patios & 

driveways and commercial floors.

3D Metallic Epoxy Flooring

Concrete Polishing

Color Flake Epoxy Flooring

Concrete Staining & Design

REQUEST YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY!
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intelligence and technology in education. An 
educator and philanthropist, Woz will share 
his unique view of technology and its role in 
society.

The final speaker is Adm. James Stavridis, a 
retired U.S. Navy admiral. With more than 30 
years of service in the Navy, Adm. Stavridis’s 
work includes diplomacy, government policy, 
defense and cybersecurity. He has written 12 
books and countless articles. Adm. Stavridis 
will share his experiences with the challenges 
our world faces.

I invite you to join us. Tickets and sponsor-
ships are available now at TheFloridaForum.
com.

The Kids Kare Mobile ICU is equipped 
with everything needed to care for critically ill 
infants and children of all ages, including: 

• Advanced monitoring
• Defibrillator, IV pumps and medications
• Neonatal/pediatric ventilators
• Infant isolettes with warmers
• Equipment for oxygenation and airway 

management.
During transport, each child is cared for by 

an experienced team of paramedics, nurses and 
respiratory therapists trained in pediatric and 
newborn critical care.

Kids Kare 
Continued from 16

Kids Kare Mobile ICU

School 
Continued from 22

family to begin that process now, 
as it may take two weeks to process 
clearance: https://www.stjohns.k12.
fl.us/volunteer.

Our district also uses School 
Messenger, a mass communica-
tion system that sends messages 
regarding any general or emergency 
information through instant phone, 
text or email to communicate with 
parents and guardians quickly. This 
is an opt-in system, and your infor-
mation must be up to date and on 
file at the school your child attends. 
If you are not receiving information 
through the School Messenger plat-
form, please check with your child’s 
school. 

Suspicious activity, tips and con-
cerns, meanwhile, may be anony-
mously reported by anyone through 
the FortifyFl app or website, with 
the information automatically routed 
to the appropriate law-enforcement 
agencies and school officials. 

Academics
Academic success, of course, is 

also a top priority for our students, 
families and schools. One of the 
indicators for this is through state 
standardized tests. On June 30, the 

state released the scores for the 
new Florida Assessment of Student 
Thinking, and although we had new 
standards and a new assessment 
system, St. Johns County School 
District students performed well.

Our students outperformed every 
other school district in the state in 
15 of the 21 academic categories 
available. Additionally, we were tied 
at the top performance for fourth-
grade math. The state will determine 
school district rankings in the fall 
once graduation rates and accel-
eration points statewide have been 
determined.

These excellent results would not 
have been possible without the hard 
work of our students and the sup-
port of our wonderful faculty, staff, 
administrators, parents, volunteers 
and business partners. Despite the 
dramatic growth our school district 
has experienced and the challenges 
of returning to a traditional learning 
environment, we continue to have an 
academically strong school system. 

It is such an honor to serve as 
your School Board member. We are 
so fortunate to live in a community 
that supports our schools and our 
students, who amaze and inspire me 
every day. If you are interested in 
volunteering in our schools to help 
them thrive and excel, please call our 
district office at 904-547-7500. 
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When it comes to 
your REALTOR®,  
Reputation Matters
AS AGENTS SPECIALIZING IN WATERFRONT PROPERTIES AND GOLF COURSE 

COMMUNITIES, WE ARE PROUD TO BE TRUSTED BY OUR CLIENTS TO 

DELIVER THE UTMOST IN SERVICE AND EXPERTISE.

0 San Pablo Road E
Jacksonville, FL 

2.6 - 5 ACRE LOT

OFFERED AT $950,000

1220 Salt Creek Island Dr. 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

4 BEDS | 3 BATHS 

OFFERED AT $1,650,000

111 Annapolis Lane
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

5 BEDS | 4.1 BATHS 

OFFERED AT $2,995,000

THE 
FLOYD 

G R O U P

© 2023 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby’s International 
Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
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904.343.5067 
MFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Jack Floyd
904.343.5196
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$825M
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CENTRAL & NORTHEAST FLORIDA
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OF REALTORS 
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Featured Listings
EXCLUSIVELY LISTED BY THE FLOYD GROUP

a greater disconnect for kids and their 
ability to socialize with others in the 
real world. I have also seen this in my 
work as a psychotherapist, both with 
kids and parents, in which the use of 
social media was a problem.

I met a woman fairly recently who, 
along with her husband, had given their 
12-year-old daughter “carte blanche” 
access to all the social media apps the 
day she started middle school after 
she had insisted on her need for access 
because all of her friends were us-
ing them. The mother stated that her 
daughter began getting more and more 
depressed as the year drew on — to the 
point of being troubled by thoughts of 
wanting to hurt herself, which she had 
shared with her mother. The mother 
was at that point seeking counseling for 
her daughter.

No doubt, depression has become an 
increasingly problematic issue for kids 
using social media.

Another risk involves online child 
sex predators. St. John’s County Sher-
iff’s Office reported having made 14 
arrests in June 2023 involving online 
sex predators, many who were using 
popular social media apps. In 2022, 
major social media sites reported a 9% 

increase in suspected child sexual abuse 
materials on their platforms. Of those 
reports, 85% came from platforms like 
Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp.

Another concern pertains to the 
use of artificial intelligence (AI) and 
computer-generated pornography. The 
rapid advancement of AI programs ca-

pable of generating realistic images has 
led to an explosion in child pornogra-
phy and blackmail attempts by crimi-
nals determined to exploit children and 
teenagers. 

Privacy and is also a major risk. This 
includes vulnerability to breaches of 
personally identifying information, 
passwords and other information that 
cybercriminals may be able to exploit. 
When pictures or files are shared, they 
are potentially on the internet forever. 
Identity theft, blackmail and other 
coercive actions can be taken by cy-
bercriminals gaining access to personal 
information.

Here are some tips: Talk to your 
children about the risks of social media. 
Explain to them the dangers of cyber-
bullying, online predators, excessive 
use and privacy concerns. Set limits on 
your children's social media use. Limit 
the amount of time they spend on social 
media each day, and make sure they are 
using it in a safe and responsible way. 
Monitor your children's social media 
activity. Check their accounts regularly 
to see what they are posting and who 
they are interacting with. Use parental 
controls. There are a number of paren-
tal controls available that can help you 
restrict your children's access to certain 
content on social media platforms. The 
best thing to do is to stay aware of the 
dangers of the apps your kids are using 
and educate them on their hazards.

Social Media
Continued from 18

Talk to your kids about the dangers of cyberbullying, online predators, excessive use and 
privacy issues.
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As with rates above, it’s important to 
understand the statistics when making 
a good decision about how to approach 
this. The key driver in the real estate 
crash in 2008 was a massive wave 
of foreclosures. As more and more 
foreclosures hit the market, it drove 
home prices down rapidly and led to 
the downward spiral that we all expe-
rienced. So the real question is: How 
safe are we from a wave of foreclosures 
now?

To understand that, it’s best to begin 
looking at what are the key drives in a 
foreclosure happening. A foreclosure is 
generally going to happen when some-
one can’t afford to make their payments 
and also cannot sell the home and walk 
away before the bank forecloses.

Factors that will make that happen 
would include the inventory of homes 
being sold in the market (What is my 
competition to sell?), can you pay off 
your current mortgage (Do I have any 
equity?) and my likelihood to not be 
able to make my payments (Did I get 
more loan than I can afford?). On all 
fronts, the market truly is night and day 
from what we saw in the early 2000s.  

From a competition standpoint, we 
look at inventory in terms of how many 
months it would take, at the current 
buying pace, to sell all the homes in the 
market.

A healthy market is said to be be-
tween three and six months of total in-
ventory. Today’s market has only three 
months of inventory. That’s up from 
only one month of inventory during the 
beginning of the pandemic, which was 
a key driver in having the hyper-appre-
ciation of homes (supply vs. demand 
in the market).  The market in the early 
2000s was at 12 months. The market 
was saturated with available homes, 
making it very difficult for someone 
needing to sell quickly to find a buy and 
thus getting further and further down 
the foreclosure path.

From an equity standpoint, we’re also 
in a very strong position. The crash led 
to a period where there was the least 
amount of equity in homes than existed 
in recorded history.

Much of this was driven by the fact 
that interest-only loans were very 
prevalent in the market and the as-
sumption was home appreciation would 
build equity vs. paying down your loan. 
That painted many sellers into a corner 
where they couldn’t afford to price their 
home to sell aggressively and avoid a 
foreclosure from happening.

By comparison, there is more equity 
in homes today, even before the ap-
preciation of the last few years, than 
has ever existed in recorded history. If a 
life event happened (job loss, etc.) that 
put someone in a position where they 
wouldn’t be able to repay their loan, 
they’re likely in a place where they 

could price the home to sell and avoid 
the foreclosure path.

Lastly, the ability to repay the loan. 
This was a key driver in the crash in the 
early 2000s. Many lenders and inves-
tors put clients in situations where they 
were either stretched very thin or over 
their head with the mortgages they were 
receiving. Loans that were fixed for 
the first few years and then adjustable 
(also known as Adjustable Rate Mort-
gages — ARMs) made up more than 
half of the loans in the market. Many 
of these ARM loans were also interest-
only. Once the loan became adjustable, 
the borrower had to pay the principal 
and interest on the loan and payments 
doubled or more. This put many buyers 
in a difficult position and forced them 
to walk away from their homes.

As a measured statistic for how easy 
or hard it is to get a loan (rated by the 
Mortgage Availability index) the early 
2000s was the easiest time in history 
to get a loan and led to many bad loans 
being written.

By contrast, and as a direct result of 
the legislation put in after the crash, 
the market since 2010 is actually rated 
as the hardest time in history to get a 
loan. Documentation is more thorough, 
tighter guidelines are in place and lend-
ers are more heavily regulated to make 
sure they’re operating in the clients’ 
best interest at all times. This has led to 
a much safer market in terms of active 
loans being repaid and can be seen by 
the fact that overall foreclosures in the 
market are historically low.  

When you step back and look at the 
factors (inventory, equity and repay-
ment ability) the market today doesn’t 
show any signs of repeating what we 
saw in the early 2000s or an impend-
ing crash. If that’s the case, and rates 
are in a place that historically would be 
considered “average,” all signs point to 
it still being a great market to realize 
the dream of homeownership. 

Creative options to help homebuyers 
in the market today

With that said, this market has made 
it more difficult for some to find the 
path because higher prices, and rates, 
have made it a further reach than what 
we’ve felt in years past.

In response to that, the industry is 
seeing more creative financing options 
come to the market to help out. Pro-
grams like the Florida Hometown He-
roes offers downpayment assistance to 
first time buyers in the market and can 
provide up to $35,000 in funds to help 
towards closing. The funds are given at 
a 0% interest rate to help keep the loans 
affordable and are only due at the time 
the current loan is paid off (either the 
sale of the home or a refinance).

The program is eligible to anyone 
who works at a company that has a 
physical location in the state of Florida, 
works at least 35 hours a week, and is 
at or below the area median income of 
the county. While the product states it 
needs to be your first time purchasing a 
home, they define that as anyone who is 
purchasing for the first time or anyone 
who hasn’t had ownership in a home 
for at least three years.  

If you aren’t a first-time homebuyer, 
or are above the area median income, 
don’t worry because there are still op-
tions for you.

The Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA) just released a program that also 
offers assistance for downpayments and 
does not have either of those restric-
tions. The caveat is that not all lenders 
are eligible to offer the program, so you 
need to make sure you find someone 
who is approved to offer the financing.

Other creative solutions in the market 
can involve lowering the interest rate to 
make the home more affordable.

This can be done in many ways and 
involve anyone from the buyer, the sell-
er or even the lender helping to make 

it happen. Buyers can buy “points” on 
their loan to lower the interest rate. A 
“point” is basically pre-paid interest on 
the loan. This makes sense to the inves-
tor of the loan because they get the fee 
at closing, and it makes sense for buy-
ers because the cost for the “point” is 
offset by the monthly savings over time 
by having a permanently lower rate.

Sellers can also play a role by of-
fering concessions for fees at closing 
that can be used to pay “points” for the 
borrower. Instead of negotiating the 
price lower, negotiate the reduction in 
concessions and apply it to your loan 
for loan term savings.

This can also be accomplished by 
leveraging products that lenders offer 
where the introductory rate is lower 
for the beginning of the loan and then 
steps up over time to the permanent 
rate (commonly referred to as a “buy-
down”). For lending purposes, the cli-
ent is qualified at the final rate to ensure 
we avoid putting anyone into a scenario 
similar to what we experienced in the 
early 2000s, where they would not be 
able to afford the payments.

So remember …
In all, it’s more important than ever 

to stop and talk to a trusted adviser on 
the real estate and lending side to make 
sure you know your options.

As I discussed above, rates and the 
stability of the market are likely much 
better than most people think and 
are certainly in a much better posi-
tion than what we saw in the crash in 
2008.  While the market in the last few 
years, with home appreciation and rate 
increases, has certainly raised the bar to 
get into a home, there are many creative 
options to help with downpayments and 
lowering interest rates that can make 
ownership much more affordable and 
attainable to those looking.

Is the market right for you? 

Market
Continued from 12



708 SPINNAKERS REACH DR. #708
Gated 3BR/3BA, 1748 sf villa in much sought-after 
Sawgrass CC with breathtaking ocean views and 
private beach access. The sound of the Atlantic 
Ocean welcomes you to resort living at its best. 
Walk to the beach, watch the sunrise over the 

ocean! Sold for $1,262,000.

Call Karen Franklin 
 904-631-0203

SOLD
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RIVERWOOD BY DEL WEB
Location, Location, Location! Corner lot close 

to the Anastasia Club, open floor plan, concrete 
construction with a ‘Safe’ room, hardwood floors, 
granite counters, screened lanai, pavered patio, 

fenced back yard, two car garage, storm shutters 
included.  3BR + Den/2BA, 1901sf.  

Offered for $649,000

Call Lee Elmore 
 904-699-4503

656 SUMMER PLACE
Dream location - steps to the ocean  

without paying oceanfront prices. This studio 
condominium is quaint, updated, gated, and 
ready to be enjoyed! Use it for long term or  
vacation rentals. Similar units are currently  
utilized as AirBnB & VRBO rental properties.  

The community has no 
minimum rental restrictions.  

Sold for $400,000. 
 

Call Allison Ferebee 
904-237-2148

sold

CALMING OCEANFRONT RETREAT
Steps from the beach and private, community 

pool. Large one bedroom, two bath condo with 
two balconies from which to enjoy 

the  ocean breezes. 

Call Devon Witt 
 (904) 607-1281

PENDING

LIBERTY COVE - NOCATEE
3BR/2BA in Liberty Cove. Open floor plan & 
view of the outdoors from the sliding glass 
door. Manicured golf cart path adjacent to the 
home.  FLex space, ‘super-shower’ in the own-
ers bath, extra-large owners bedroom closet, 
custom bump-outwall with built in TV Niche 

and Electric Fireplace.  
Offered for $570,000

Call Deb Pettry 
 (904) 716-4953 

WATERFRONT HOME  
WITH DEEP WATER ACCESS

Custom built home on 1/2 acre lot with ICW 
direct access features 4BR, 2.5BA  with 3016 sf of 
open, light-filled space. Enjoy outdoor living on 
the covered and open patios, summer kitchen/
cabana with full bath, and dock for your boat or 

jet skis! Offered for $1,250,000.  
https://vimeo.com/813731097

Call Cheryl Dolan 
305-509-1396 

new price

LUXURY LIVING IN OSPREY COVE
4BR/3BA home on a cul-de-sac with 3-car 

garage. Family room with oak hardwood floors 
&  wood-burning fireplace opens to kitchen & 

breakfast room. Work from home with the office/
den that can serve as 4th BR. Screened lanai, 

fenced rear yard. Offered for $620,000

Call Rosemary Kristoff 
904-333-4841
or Lew Walters
904-806-3047

SELVE MARINA - ATLANTIC BEACH
4BR/3BA with screened-in deck at the back, large 

eat-in kitchen, dining room, &  living room all with 
neutral tile floors. Family room w/ fireplace, custom 
bookshelves & hardwood floors. Owner’s suite on 
one side, 3 additional BRs & guest BA, an on-suite 

BR, on the other side. Offered for $995,000

Call Rosemary Kristoff 
904-333-4841
or Lew Walters
904-806-3047

WALKERS GLEN
Accepting backup o�ers in Kernan Lakes! 

4BR, 2BA, 2,149 sf. 9 minutes to UNF, 15 minutes 
to Mayo Clinic, 11 minutes to Town Center, 

32 minutes to JIA/JAX, 16 minutes to the beach, 
and 20 minutes to Downtown. Updates include 
fresh white paint and brand new LVP �ooring. 

O�ered for $480,000.
 

Call Cyndi King 
 904-687-8000

UNDER CONTRACT

120 OLD PONTE VEDRA DR. 
A private beach access with oceanfront pool, 
club house and gym complement this mag-
nificent 4/3.5 pool home across the street to 
the beach. Beautifully decorated with many 

upgrades. Well maintained, a true Ponte Vedra 
resort home. Located on quiet cul de sac with 

only 13 other homes. This is a must 
see. Offered for $1,495,000. 

Call Wally Sears 
 904-610-9771

new price!

NEW LISTING IN NOCATEE
Step inside 262 Pioneer Village Drive and  

experience a coastal traditional farmhouse in 
Pioneer Village in Crosswater at Nocatee! Enjoy 

this spacious 4BR/3BA, 2,299sf home with a  
guest suite conveniently designed on the  

first floor. Offered for $750,000. 

Call Janet Westling 
 904-813-1913

694 Copperhead Cir., St. Augustine 
2BR/2BA with office/flex, located on preserve lot 

in  The Cascades at World Golf Village,  a  55+  
community. HOA fees include lawn care, irrigation, 
basic cable, gated security, fitness center, 2 resort 
style pools. All the activities you love in a world-

class amenity center. MLS 1231502.
Offered at $406,000

Call Lavon Craig 
 904-710-2839

© 2023 BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. AN INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED SUBSIDIARY OF HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC., A BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY AFFILIATE, AND A FRANCHISEE OF BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES AND THE BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES SYMBOL ARE 
REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS OF HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC.® EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. INFORMATION NOT VERIFIED OR GUARANTEED. IF YOUR HOME IS CURRENTLY LISTED WITH A BROKER, THIS IS NOT INTENDED AS A SOLICITATION
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Florida House prepares for summer programs
By Florida House

At Florida House on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C., we connect, celebrate 
and champion Florida every day. So, it 
was a very special day when the Jack-
sonville Florida House Trustees, along 
with many of their friends, were able to 
celebrate Tony Boselli, the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame inductee from the Jaguars. 
Gathering at Strings Sports Brewery, 
Tony spoke about his induction into the 
prestigious Hall of Fame, his continued 
work with the Jaguars, his love of Jack-
sonville and all the friends and fans he 
and his family have come to know over 
the years.

“This is home,” he enthusiastically told 
the crowd, who enthusiastically wel-
comed him.

Not only did the Jacksonville Florida 
House Trustees honor the Jaguars former 
player, but they raised money to support 
Florida’s embassy in Washington, D.C., 
still the only one of its kind in America. 
This year the organization celebrates 50 
years of opening its doors to Floridians 
and Floridians-at-heart with new events 
and programs throughout the year.

Visitors to Florida House in Washing-
ton, D.C., will not want to miss the new-
est exhibit, “You Are Here,” which tells 
the story of the Florida Wildlife Corridor. 

Working with the team from the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor Foundation, visitors 
will see stunning photography of animals 
in their natural habitat by some of the 
state’s best-known photographers.

The summer brings five outstanding 

young men and women from Florida 
to intern at Florida House. They will 
host the weekly Summer Intern Semi-
nar Series for their contemporaries with 
members of the state’s congressional del-
egation. In addition, working on Capitol 
Hill and completing projects during their 

eight-week stay will help these future 
leaders achieve their career goals. 

If you are not planning to be in 
Washington to visit us in person, join us 
virtually as we celebrate Florida’s authors 

Contributed photos
Tony Boselli, the Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee from the Jaguars, is seen at Florida House 
where he was honored during a special event.

The Strings Sports Brewery

People gathered at Strings Sports Brewery to 
hear a speech by Tony Boselli and celebrate 
his induction into the Hall of Fame.

FLORIDA HOUSE continues on Page 32
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Marsh Landing pool home has water views
By Cici Anderson

This is a prime location in Marsh 
Landing with proximity to the north 
gate of Marsh Landing and Butler 
Boulevard for easy access to shop-
ping, businesses and more. The 
3,708-square-foot home sits on an 
oversized 0.59-acre lot with stunning 
lagoon views from inside and out.

It has a functional layout with 
primary suite, two bedrooms and an 
office all on the main level. Upstairs 
features two more bedrooms or one 
bedroom and a bonus room with a full 

bathroom.  
The home features travertine floors, 

soaring ceilings and great natural 
light from the expansive windows all 
with water views. It has a beautiful 
kitchen with solid-surface countertops, 
breakfast bar area, food prep island 
and custom cabinets. It has fantastic 
entertaining space with an open layout 
between the kitchen, family room and 
breakfast room — all have incredible 
water views.  There’s a beautiful circu-
lar drive with pavers, creating stunning 
curb appeal. 

This is where people can live the 
Florida lifestyle they’ve been dreaming 
of, where the living spaces open to a 
sparkling, screened pool area and large, 
covered lanai. This creates an indoor/
outdoor oasis in the home. There is 
nice yard space beyond pool area, too, 
for furry friends or the kids to play.

The home has super high elevation, 
too, and a brand new bulkhead was just 
installed.

This five-bedroom, four-bath home 
won’t last long. Homebuyers won’t 
want to miss this opportunity to own a 

dream home inside the gated commu-
nity of Marsh Landing in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, with “A” schools nearby and 
proximity to all the clubs and beaches. 
A “social” membership to Marsh Land-
ing Country Club is also included with 
the purchase of this home. The country 
club is just a short drive via car, golf 
cart or bike.

This property, located at 117 Osprey 
Cove Lane, is represented by Marsh 
Landing Realty and listed by Cici 
Anderson and Jenna Fisher and offered 
for $1,390,000.

Contributed photos

The home at 117 Osprey Cove as seen from the air. The home at 117 Osprey Cove as seen from the front. The open family room inside 117 Osprey Cove.
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McManamon pursues a passion to serve
Michele McManamon may look familiar to you. On any 

given day she can be found at a Rotary meeting, a JAX 
Chamber event, a Red Coat gathering at THE PLAYERS, 
meeting with area business leaders and lobbying in Tal-
lahassee for funding to support the mission of an organi-
zation she co-founded, Operation New Uniform (ONU). 
The mission of ONU is to empower veterans and military 
spouses to successfully transition from military service to a 
purposeful, stable career.

How did this Ponte Vedra Beach resident, wife, mother 
of two and recent grandmother find her passion to serve 
veterans? If you ask her, she will tell you it was a happy 
accident and a blessing from God.

Michele and her husband Pat met nearly 30 years ago at 
a hot dog stand in New Jersey, and the rest, as they say, is 
history. Pat owned Sandler Training of NE Florida, a sales 
training company, and recently sold his franchise to the 
Ruby Group/Sandler in his home state of Ohio. His career 
prior to owning the Sandler franchise meant moving every 
few years until one day the couple found themselves in 
Jacksonville. Fast forward to 2013 when Pat and Michele 
extended an offer to a veteran in the area to undergo 
Sandler training at no charge.

“That first veteran taught us so much,” said Michele. 
“We didn’t realize that transitioning from the military 
meant finding yourself, building your confidence and leav-
ing the team mentality behind. We learned that they need 
help taking off their military uniform and finding their new 
uniform, their new identity in the business world. Within 
four months of graduating, nearly 90% of our students find 
employment.”

Each branch of service has its own transition program 
for veterans, but Operation New Uniform’s recipe for suc-
cess is proprietary.

“We leverage the success of Sandler training to equip 
our students with the tools they need,” said Michele. “Our 
staff partners with area business leaders to teach our stu-
dents how to write a successful resume that doesn’t include 
military acronyms, how to prepare for an interview, how 
to be interviewed and how to market themselves. This is 

an intensive and transformational process, with the result 
being students become part of our family for life.”

Pursuing your passion with a purpose means being tire-
less, and if you know Michele, that is a good descriptor for 
her personality. Under her leadership, Operation New Uni-
form recently expanded to Tampa, Florida, added an after-
hours program for active duty and military spouses, and is 
working on a new iteration of their self-paced, E-learning 
program that mirrors their in-person training. Their goal is 
to meet students where they are mentally, emotionally and 
physically.

“We are on the mission field at ONU,” said Michele. 

“Our team has helped nearly 500 veterans find their next 
mission after life in the military. Our company tagline is 
‘Building Veterans’ Futures. Saving Veterans’ Lives’ and if 
you speak with our graduates, they will tell you it is fitting. 
We are God’s hands and feet, and I will continue to relent-
lessly pursue my passion to serve those who raised their 
hand in service to our great nation in His name.”

To learn more, go to ONUVets.org, check the calendar 
of events, attend a graduation ceremony, donate to ONU’s 
non-profit mission and purchase a table for Operation New 
Uniform’s signature fundraiser, the 10th Annual Heroes 
Gala on Dec. 2, 2023, at Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & 
Spa. The theme for this year’s star-studded event is Denim 
& Diamonds, and you won’t want to miss the nationally 
acclaimed keynote speaker, master of ceremonies, and 
other VIP guests.

Contributed photo
Michele McManamon is co-founder of Operation New 
Uniform
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during Book Club and the creative and 
inspiring inventors from our state during 
the Summer Innovation Seminar Series. 
The last Book Club was on July 11 and 
featured Central Florida author Bob 
Kealing and his very fun book, “Good 
Day Sunshine State – How the Beatles 
Rocked Florida.” While Beatlemania was 
sweeping the country, the Fab Four spent 
more time in Florida than any other state.

The Summer Innovation Seminar Se-
ries is held in partnership with the Cade 
Museum for Creativity and Invention and 
the Florida Inventors Hall of Fame. Each 
week an innovator or creator is featured 
in a 30-minute afternoon virtual discus-
sion. The theme this year will feature 
men and women leading the field of 
artificial intelligence in Florida. Both of 
these programs are free of charge and you 
can register on the Florida House website 
at floridahousedc.org. 

As a 501(c)3, non-partisan, non-profit 
organization, Florida House is a Victorian 
townhouse on Capitol Hill, located one 

block from the U.S. Capitol and across 
the street from the Supreme Court and Li-
brary of Congress. Supported by trustees 
from across the state, Florida House is 

owned by the people of Florida, not the 
state, and does not accept any state tax 
dollars.

The organization operates every year 

with the contributions of Floridians and 
Floridians-at-Heart. Join us soon for 
programs and events that celebrate and 
champion the Sunshine State.

Florida House
Continued from 30

Contributed photos
Tony Boselli speaks at Florida House during a special event.

People gathered at Strings Sports Brewery to 
hear a speech by Tony Boselli and celebrate 
his induction into the Hall of Fame.
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Tina Webster REALTOR® 
(904) 982-7330

1411 Ponte Vedra Boulevard
5 bedrooms – 6 bathrooms – 5,579 SF
This oceanfront home as a perfect balance of 
casual living and refined elegance. Enjoy the 
coastal lifestyle from sunrise to sunset. From the 
spacious living areas to the expansive outdoor 
spaces, including ‘’The Perch’’, this home offers a 
unique blend of luxury and comfort. In 2017-2018, 
high-end architect Mark Macco was hired to bring 
the owners vision to life, a home which maximizes 
stunning 360-degree views of the Ponte Vedra 
Beach coastline and Guana Tolomato Matanzas 
Nat’l Reserve. Offered for $7,500,000

Oceanfront 
Elegance

Marsh Landing with 
private boat slip
24604 Harbour View Drive
6 bedrooms – 7 bathrooms – 5,922 SF
This is an exceptional opportunity for water enthu-
siasts with exclusive water access and a  40 foot 
boat slip.  At 5,922 square feet, this luxurious prop-
erty offers comfortable living. The interior design 
of this home is a decorator’s dream. The kitchen 
has an expansive wine closet and flows into the 
family room, featuring a coffered ceiling and an 
abundance of light. Step outside to a covered 
lanai overlooking the pool. The marsh views, water 
access, and a boat slip, make this property a truly 
exceptional coastal lifestyle. Offered for $3,195,000

Marshside with
deeded beach access
120 Old Ponte Vedra Drive
4 bedrooms – 4 bathrooms – 3,168 SF
Ocean access across the Street!  Grandfathered 
in to the purchase of this home is membership  
in the Association for Old Ponte Vedra Condos  
located just across the street.  You and your fam-
ily can (optionally) enjoy the amenities - Beach, 
Tennis Courts and Pool for just $135 per month. 
This 4 BR, 3.5 BA pool home features an open 
floor plan including a formal dining area. The spa-
cious MBR leads further into an adjoining office/
workout room. Located near the PV Concert Hall, 
several Golf Clubs and a variety of restaurants.  
Offered for $1,495,000

Sawgrass
Players Club
110 Alta Mar Drive
4 bedrooms – 5 bathrooms – 2,601 SF
Walk to pickleball, tennis, golf, and dining from 
this home located on ‘’The Yards’’ golf course in 
Sawgrass Players Club! This 4-br, 4.5-bath house 
with a media room offers elegance, convenience, 
and luxury living. The living room, with a cozy 
fireplace, connects seamlessly to the screened 
in porch overlooking the golf course. The master 
suite is luxurious with en-suite bathroom. Three 
additional bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms.  
Close to Ponte Vedra beaches, TPC Sawgrass   
and fabulous restaurants and shopping. Offered 
for $989,000

UNDER CONTRACT

Ponte Vedra Beach Living

Desirable location for Sawgrass Island home
By Clare Berry

One of Ponte Vedra Beach’s pretti-
est neighborhoods is Sawgrass Island, 
where privacy and spacious proper-
ties overlook TPC golf holes. The 
1.15-acre property that is 8043 Whis-
per Lake Lane West is filled with old 
growth oaks and palms surrounding 
the large semicircular drive. There’s a 
serenity to this place the moment you 
drive up.

This home immediately welcomes 
you because of its beautiful great 
room full of windows and glass doors 
that connect you with the rich outdoor 
landscape. Maybe it’s the spread-out, 

one-story plan that seems to open up 
to you and gather around you as you 
enter that makes you feel at ease. The 
rooms are graciously large, with high 
ceilings and lots of light. The public 
areas are connected but still preserve 
privacy to allow for activities that 
won’t interfere with each other. The 
private theater room has its own bar 
area and the most comfortable seat-
ing.

The roomy primary suite includes 
a Florida room that works very well 
as a view-filled office. The closet is 
well-appointed with customized built-
ins. Other bedrooms are spacious; 
three have bathrooms en suite, and all 

have large closets. In fact, storage in 
this home is plentiful. One very nice 
feature is the separate one-bay garage 
space, perfect for a workout room or 
workshop. It’s set up with a mini-split 
air conditioner. This one garage slot 
is in addition to three more garage 
spaces and additional pavered parking 
areas.

The pool is a great size for exercis-
ing. The surrounding paver terrace 
accommodates lots of furniture, plus 
there’s an outdoor grill. Lushly land-
scaped, there is more space beyond 
the privacy hedge for you to add a 
firepit or other outdoor fun spots. 
Imagine the parties you can host here. 

There’s stunning night lighting.
The overall neighborhood is unique 

and impressive, a treasure of vari-
ous architectural styles, isolated by 
a bridge from the rest of Sawgrass 
Players Club. Still, it is so convenient 
to TPC Sawgrass clubhouse fine din-
ing and social activities and world-
class golf, and The Yards 12-hole golf 
course, pickleball, tennis and, soon, a 
new restaurant. There’s a sidewalk on 
TPC Boulevard all the way to Saw-
grass Village, where you can shop 
and dine at a variety of venues.

This home is offered by listing 
broker Clare Berry, Berry & Co. Real 
Estate, for $2,395,000.

Contributed photos

The home at 8043 Whisper Lake Lane West as seen from 
inside.

Windows admit plenty of light into the home. A view of the home at 8043 Whisper Lake Lane West showing 
the pool.
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Tranquility, recreation await at Marsh Landing home

Embrace tranquility in this waterfront home

By Tina Webster

Situated in the desirable Marsh 
Landing neighborhood, 24604 Har-
bour View Drive provides the perfect 
balance of privacy and convenience. 
The property boasts a prime location, 
just steps away from the 40-foot pri-
vate boat slip across the street. This 
unique feature allows the homeowner 
to spend days soaking up the sun, 
fishing for the catch of the day or tak-
ing a leisurely boat ride to explore the 
stunning beauty of the Intracoastal 
Waterway and dining at a favorite 
restaurant along the waterway.

Spanning an impressive 5,922 
square feet, this luxurious property 
offers ample space for comfortable 
living. The interior design of this 
home is a decorator's dream, with 
meticulous attention to detail. The 
chef's kitchen has an expansive wine 
closet and flows into the family room, 
featuring a coffered ceiling and an 
abundance of light. Step outside to 
discover a covered lanai overlooking 
a pristine pool with sweeping views 
of the marsh. Imagine waking up to 
breathtaking sunrises over the marsh 
and savoring the tranquil ambiance 
while unwinding each evening and 

watching the beautiful sunsets look-
ing over the harbor.

The open floor plan of this home 
offers spacious living areas flooded 
with natural light, creating an invit-
ing atmosphere. The interior features 
upscale finishes, high-end appliances 
and meticulous attention to detail, en-
suring a luxurious living experience. 
Six bedrooms plus an office and many 
balconies overlooking the gorgeous 
views make this home a dream oasis.

Marsh Landing is renowned for its 
upscale amenities and serene envi-
ronment. The neighborhood offers 
residents access to world-class golf 

courses, tennis courts and a clubhouse 
with exceptional dining options. 
Additionally, the community pro-
vides a strong sense of security and a 
welcoming atmosphere, making it an 
ideal place to call home.

With its enviable location, boat slip 
access, breathtaking views and luxu-
rious living spaces, 24604 Harbour 
View Drive presents an extraordinary 
opportunity for those seeking a coast-
al paradise in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
This property offers the best of both 
worlds: a tranquil haven surrounded 
by natural beauty and easy access to a 
variety of recreational activities.

By Hana Hunter

The exquisite 217A S. Roscoe 
Blvd. property located in Ponte Vedra 
Beach offers an idyllic coastal setting 
for those seeking a modern deep-
waterfront retreat.

Nestled along the serene Intra-
coastal Waterway, this vibrant beach 
community is home to The PGA Tour 
headquarters, 70-plus championship 
golf courses, extensive coastline of 
beaches and is located on Northeast 
Florida's First Coast.

This exceptional modern residence 
seamlessly combines luxury, style 
and breathtaking views. With its sleek 
design and prime location, this wa-
terfront gem presents an unparalleled 
opportunity to experience the epitome 
of luxury coastal living.

This modern home is a true archi-

tectural masterpiece, showcasing 
clean lines, expansive windows and 
open living spaces. Designed with an 
emphasis on bringing the outdoors in, 
the property offers panoramic views 
of the Intracoastal Waterway from 
nearly every room. The sleek interior 
features high ceilings, an abundance 
of natural light and luxurious inte-
grated finishes throughout. With me-
ticulous attention to detail, the design 
seamlessly integrates the surrounding 
environment, creating a harmonious 
blend of modern sophistication and 
coastal charm.

Imagine waking up to the gentle 
sound of water, dolphin sightings, 
wildlife and being greeted by the 
mesmerizing views of the Intracoastal 
Waterway. This modern home of-
fers an enviable waterfront lifestyle, 
allowing residents to indulge in 

breathtaking sunsets, observe passing 
boats and immerse themselves in the 
tranquil ambiance of the water.

Whether lounging on the expansive 
deck, cooking in the outdoor kitchen, 
relaxing in the saltwater pool or 
strolling along the water, every mo-
ment spent in this waterfront haven is 
a testament to the beauty and serenity 
that Florida's Ponte Vedra Beach has 
to offer.

The outdoor spaces of this modern 
waterfront home are thoughtfully 
designed to maximize enjoyment of 
the coastal surroundings.

The expansive deck provides the 
perfect setting for alfresco dining, en-
tertaining guests or simply unwinding 
in the sea breeze. The pool appears 
to merge seamlessly with the water, 
creating a serene oasis for relaxation. 
With an optional private dock, this 

allows for easy access to boating, 
fishing and other water activities, 
providing endless opportunities for 
adventure and exploration. Immerse 
yourself in the splendor of nature 
while relishing the luxurious comforts 
of this remarkable waterfront retreat.

For those seeking a contemporary 
waterfront lifestyle in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, this modern intracoastal home 
presents an exceptional opportunity 
unlike any other in the area.

With its stunning design, unparal-
leled views and seamless integration 
with nature, this unique property of-
fers the epitome of coastal living in a 
serene and sophisticated setting.

For inquiries or a private showing, 
contact Hana Hunter of Compass 
Florida at 904-422-6227. Or email 
hana.hunter@compass.com.

Offered at $5.99 million.

Contributed photos

Contributed photos

This aerial view indicates the home at 24604 Harbour View 
Drive and the boat slip across the street.

This home at 217A S. Roscoe Blvd.

A look at the interior of the home.

This modern home showcases clean lines, expansive windows 
and open living spaces.

The home’s enclosed pool area.

A view of the dining area of the home.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 27, 2023 SAND CASTLES   35

CONTACT MICHAEL O’BRIEN TO GET STARTED

© 2022 All rights reserved. Marcus Allen Homes, Inc., LIC#CGC047561, is an independently owned and operated franchise.

You’ve found the perfect location. Let’s bring your unique vision to life with 
a new custom home that perfectly suits your lifestyle and your lot.

We Build On Your Lot

MOBrien@ARHomes.com    •  (m) 407-340-3395   •   (o) 904-880-5500 x. 1

47 QUADRILLE WAY
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082

Sawmill Lakes home a rare find
By Katie Hughes Johnson

Newly listed, this exquisitely up-
dated home in Sawmill Lakes is one 
of the few custom-built John Wieland 
homes in the community. Situated on 
one of the larger lots with more than a 
third of an acre across from the nature 
preserve at the end of a quiet cul-de-
sac street.

The floor plan has 2,900 square 
feet, four bedrooms, two-and-a-
half bathrooms and an office plus 
large living/flex spaces perfect for 

entertaining. There was an exten-
sive remodel in 2013 including the 
kitchen, bathrooms, new floors, doors 
and plantation shutters throughout. 
The chef’s kitchen boasts white wood 
cabinetry, quartzite counters, gas 
cooking, stainless steel appliances, 
wine fridge, marble backsplash and 
coastal-inspired lighting. Custom 
wood built-ins complement the wood-
burning fireplace in the family room 
with a vaulted ceiling. The master 
bathroom was exquisitely renovated 
in 2020 with new vanities, flooring, 

freestanding tub, shower and white 
subway-style tile on the walls.

Right out of a “backyard maga-
zine,” the impressive lanai features 
an expansive covered patio added 
in 2017 with a tongue-and-groove 
ceiling supported with coastal beams, 
gray slate flooring, automatic shades.

Ready for summer barbecues and 
football weekends with the built-in 
summer kitchen. Enjoy star gazing 
and s'mores by the outdoor fire pit 
and large gravel patio.

Renovated inside and out, this 

updated home also includes a 2016 
roof, 2018 water heater, newer HVAC 
plus smart home controls on several 
systems and lighting.

Perfectly located 2.2 miles from the 
beach and a short bike ride into the 
Guana Preserve or to the ocean. Saw-
mill Lakes has a pool, playground, 
pickleball, basketball and fields. 

708 Mill Trail Court, Ponte Vedra Beach
Listed by Katie Hughes Johnson for 
$1,297,000
RE/MAX Specialists PV

Contributed photos

The home at 708 Mill Trail Court. The lanai. The kitchen.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 27, 202336   SAND CASTLES

Visit our family of award-winning publications

An All-Access Pass To The Community News You Love
Visit pontevedrarecorder.com today to see what’s going on in Ponte Vedra,

 St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

T H E  L A S  C R U C E S

 PonteVedraRecorder.com | ClayTodayOnline.com | LasCrucesBulletin.com

Timeless elegance meets an extraordinary location
By Suzie Connolly

Introducing a residence that embod-
ies timeless elegance and an enviable 
location, the perfect pairing for a 
luxurious lifestyle. Nestled on over 
an acre of pristine land in the highly 
sought-after Sawgrass Island, this 
property at 8037 Pebble Creek exudes 
sophistication and charm. As you step 
inside, you'll be greeted by front and 
back staircases, an impressive display 
of exquisite millwork and stunning 
hardwood floors, setting the stage for 
a grand living experience.

With five bedrooms and five 

baths, plus an office, bonus room 
and a large media room/game room 
complete with a wet bar, this home 
offers an abundance of space for both 
relaxation and entertainment. The 
master suite, office and large kitchen 
with double ovens are conveniently 
located on the main level, ensuring 
effortless daily living.

Step outside to discover a private 
oasis awaiting you. A screened pool 
offers a refreshing retreat during 
warm summer days, while beautiful 
live oaks provide a natural shade and 
an enchanting backdrop for outdoor 
gatherings. Gaze upon exceptional 

water-to-golf views that stretch across 
the 10th hole of TPC's Valley course, 
an awe-inspiring sight that will leave 
you captivated.

As an added bonus, inquire about 
our Preferred Membership for the 
esteemed clubs of Gate Hospitality. 
With access to the Ponte Vedra Inn 
& Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping 
Forest and The River Club, an unpar-
alleled level of luxury and exclusive 
amenities awaits the purchaser.

The allure of this property extends 
beyond its walls, as the surrounding 
Sawgrass Island community boasts a 
desirable lifestyle, offering a harmo-

nious blend of privacy and accessibil-
ity. Within close proximity to various 
dining, shopping and entertainment 
options, every convenience is within 
reach.

Whether you seek a serene retreat 
or an entertainer's paradise, this prop-
erty caters to your every desire. Time-
less elegance meets an extraordinary 
location, creating an opportunity that 
should not be missed. Experience the 
epitome of luxury living in this presti-
gious Sawgrass Island home.

Contact Suzie Connolly at 904-234-
8812 sconnolly@pvclubrealty.com if 
you’d like to schedule a showing.

Contributed photos

An aerial view of 8037 Pebble Creek. A view of the property from the front. A screened pool offers a refreshing retreat.
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Coastal Traditional farmhouse close to everything
By Janet Westling

Step inside 262 Pioneer Village 
Drive and experience a coastal tradi-
tional farmhouse in Pioneer Village in 
Crosswater at Nocatee.

This charming community of 138 
homes is the perfect location to call 
home. Residents enjoy all of Nocatee's 
resort-style amenities — including the 
Spray Waterpark, The Nocatee Land-
ing and Crosswater Park just minutes 
from home.

Navigating the Nocatee experience 
is made easy with electric vehicle 
paths connecting Crosswater neigh-
borhoods to Nocatee's vibrant Town 

Center and additional amenity centers.
Walk down the picturesque tree-

lined streets of Pioneer Village Drive 
with attractive coastal farmhouse 
homes with an old town America flair. 
Stop in at 262 and enjoy this spa-
cious four-bedroom, three-bathroom 
home with a guest suite conveniently 
designed on the first floor.

Take the stairs to the second floor 
where the ample owners’ ensuite 
bedroom overlooks the back garden, 
creating an ideal sanctuary. Two guest 
bedrooms and a loft complete the per-
fect sojourn for rest and relaxation.

This very popular open floor plan 
features almost 2,300 square feet 

of living space and a chef's kitchen 
equipped with upscale finishes, abun-
dant storge and a generous amount of 
counter space with a large island that 
opens to a light-filled family room.

This inviting home opens to a cov-
ered patio a very large backyard on a 
preserve lot with room for a pool and 
outdoor entertaining.

The Nocatee lifestyle was designed 
by St. John's County developers, the 
PARC Group, who broke ground in 
2005 with construction of the Nocatee 
Parkway. It got its name from former 
owners, the Nocatee-Manatee Crate 
Co., who used it for timber production 
until 1984 when J.E. Davis bought it. 

The Davis family envisioned a master-
planned community that was sustain-
able and addressed community needs.

Today, more than 20,000 residents 
call Nocatee home. Just minutes to 
the Atlantic Ocean, Nocatee, a coastal 
community, offers residents a variety 
of neighborhoods, parks and recre-
ation that includes a kayak launch, 
shopping, restaurants and a school 
district that is ranked  number 1 in the 
state.

Represented by Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services FNR
Listed by Janet Westling
Offered for $750,000 

Contributed photos

The home at 262 Pioneer Way Drive. A look inside the home at 262 Pioneer Way Drive. There are lots of amenities nearby.
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TPC SAWGRASS
OAKBRIDGE

LOCATED ON THE GOLF COURSE
4 BEDROOMS | 4.5 BATHS

THE BEAUTY OF
DEERWOOD

4 BEDROOMS | 4 BATHS
3,503 SQUARE FEET

SPECTACULAR OCEANFRONT 
OCEANIA CONDOMINIUM 

UNIT 501
3 BEDROOMS |  3 BATHS 

1,780 SQUARE FEET

THE ONE AND ONLY BREAKERS 
IN PONTE VEDRA BEACH

3 BEDROOMS  |  3 BATHS
1,910 SQUARE FEET

OCEANFRONT OCEANIA 
CONDOMINIUM

UNIT 602
2 BEDROOMS | 2 BATH

1,325 SQUARE FEET

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

UNDER 

CONTRACT

UNDER 

CONTRACT

In the market to buy or sell 
your home? Contact me today 

to get started!”



By Shaun Ryan

When Jon and Kristi Blackford were 
looking for a place to launch their new, 
full-scale restaurant, they knew where 
it wouldn’t be. Though Jon Blackford 
had successfully held a number of chef 
positions for years in Southern California 
and, with his wife, ran their own place 
there, the couple agreed that the Golden 
State just wasn’t right for their next 
venture.

On the advice of relatives, they looked 
into Jacksonville and liked what they 
saw. So, in April 2022, they made the de-
cision to close their popular Costa Mesa 
establishment, Fork & Knife, and move 
to The First Coast.

At first, the Blackfords were consider-
ing downtown Jacksonville for their new 
restaurant, but meeting David Miller, 
CEO of The Yards, and learning about 
this unique sports and entertainment 
venue, they saw an opportunity too good 
to miss. With golfers, pickleball and 
tennis players on site, there would be a 
built-in customer base from day one.

The new restaurant, Argyle, is expected 
to open in the first week of August in the 
former location of the 3 Palms Grille, 
now completely renovated. The address is 
254 Alta Mar Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach.

At first, Argyle will be open for lunch, 
with outdoor seating. About three weeks 
to a month later, the Blackfords will add 
dinner hours, with indoor dining.

The lunch menu will consist of sand-
wiches, salads, appetizers and a small 
charcuterie selection. The dinner menu 
will feature a nice steak selection, as well 
as come composed seafood and game 
dishes and a larger charcuterie and cheese 
selection.

One of the highlights of the cuisine 
will be how much of it is actually created 
in-house.

“All the meats are going to be made in-
house,” said Jon Blackford. “We’re going 
to bake most of the bread in-house. We 
have a pasta extruder that we’re going to 
do the pastas in-house. So, most every-
thing’s going to be made from scratch 
here.”

For example, they will also make their 
own pastrami.

The fare will have an American 
theme with a “California vibe,” which 
Blackford characterized as being more 

vegetable-driven. And there will be some 
surprises, like Dutch crunch bread, which 
originated in California, and porchetta 
sandwiches.

“We’ll have a lot of local seafood, 
which I’m really excited to work with,” 
said Blackford, “because California’s 
seafood is totally different than here.”

He also praised the quality of fruits 
here.

“The fruit out here is amazing,” he 
said. “I would say better than California, 
for sure.”

Argyle is also expected to offer an 
impressive wine and cocktail list. The 
former will feature wines from France, 
Spain, Oregon and Washington, as well 
as a few of the bigger California names.

Cocktails are a specialty of General 
Manager Ravin Buzzell, with whom 
Blackford worked out west. Buzzell ran 
his own speakeasy in Orange County and 
has an impressive resume with regard to 
bartending and managing bars.

“He’s one of the best I’ve ever met,” 
Blackford said.

Eventually, Argyle will be open from 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for lunch, though a 

bar menu will still be available after that 
time. Then, it will reopen from 5 to 10 
p.m. for dinner. The bar will remain open 
for another hour-and-a-half to two hours.

“At nighttime, you’re still going to be 
able to get a burger and a beer,” Black-
ford added.

Argyle has hired about 20 back-of-the-
house workers and another 30 front-of-
the-house workers. Blackford will serve 
as the head chef, but he will also have an 
experienced sous chef. Buzzell’s assistant 
manager is also very experienced.

For now, there will be 145 seats, 100 of 
those outside, and an indoor/outdoor bar.

The best way to follow Argyle’s 
progress at this time is through Instagram 
and Facebook, though a website is being 
developed at argylepvb.com.

In the future, the Blackfords would 
like to open more restaurants, each with 
a different theme, possibly Mexican or 
Spanish, maybe Mediterranean.

In the meantime, the Blackfords are 
pleased to be opening their new restau-
rant on The First Coast.

“Everybody’s made us feel so welcome 
out here that it’s been such an easy transi-
tion,” Jon Blackford said. “We couldn’t 
love it more.”
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Argyle, new restaurant at The Yards, to open soon
WHY ARGYLE?
When Jon and Kristi Blackford formed the 
idea for their new restaurant, they wanted 
a theme that fit with the sport of golf, 
because it was to be located at The Yards.
Golf having originated in Scotland, the 
Blackfords found inspiration in the tartan 
of Clan Campbell of Argyll. The pattern 
that emerged from that tartan is argyle, 
thus the name of the new restaurant. In 
fact, diners will note argyle accents in the 
new restaurant’s décor.

Photos provided by Jon and Kristi Blackford
John and Kristi Blackford are looking forward to opening their new restaurant, Argyle.
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Make sure pets lost in
a storm get home again
By Shaun Ryan

With hurricane season in full swing, it’s 
a good idea to make sure all necessary 
preparations have been made. And that 
means deciding how best to care for, and 
keep track of, pets should a storm hit.

According to St. Johns County Animal 
Control Operations Manager Paul Studivant, 
when a hurricane strikes many animals get 
displaced and cannot be reunited with their 
owners, usually due to the lack of some perma-
nent identification. But that doesn’t have to be 
the case.

The solution is simple: microchipping.
Saturday, July 22, Studivant was at the 

grill outside the St. Johns County Pet Center, 
cooking up hot dogs for the center’s promotional event, 
Hot Diggity Dog Day. County residents were invited to 
stop by for a hot dog and consider adopting a pet. On 
average, more than 700 pets are adopted from the center 
each year.

Also Saturday, center staff were offering a special deal 
on microchipping: two pets for $10.

The process is quick and simple. The paperwork takes 
about a minute and injecting the microchip between the 
pet’s shoulder blades takes about 30 seconds.

“We’ll register the animal for you and give you infor-
mation to take with you,” Studivant said.

When a lost pet is found, any veterinarian can scan 
for the microchip, which will reveal a number. Of-

ficials can then look up the number in a computer 
and that will provide whatever information the pet 
owner supplied at the time of microchipping — 

usually name, address and phone number.
The owner is then called and informed that the 

lost pet has been found.
The Pet Center, at 130 N. Stratton Road, will 

microchip dogs, cats, ferrets and even rabbits.
In addition to microchipping a pet, 

Studivant recommended having the pet’s 
paperwork, such as shot records, on hand 
and keeping pictures of the pet on your 
phone. Tattoos inside the ear or somewhere 
also can also help identify a lost pet.
Authorities used to recommend people 

leave pets home with three days’ worth of food and 
water whenever they had to evacuate. But that’s no 
longer the case. During Hurricane Katrina, thousands of 
animals were left to die in all the flooding.

“I would try to find a safe place for you and your pet 
outside of the storm area,” Studivant said.

Fortunately, St. Johns County has designated two 
evacuation shelters as pet-friendly: South Woods 
Elementary School, 4750 S.R. 206 West; and Timberlin 
Creek Elementary School, 555 Pine Tree Lane.

For more information, go to sjcemergencymanage-
ment.com/shetpet.html.

Barley joins real 
estate firm

Stephanie Barley has joined 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Florida Network Realty. 
She comes from Purposeful 
Placement Staging & Decorating, 
where she has spent the past 10 
years staging real estate.

Barley brings a unique per-
spective and skill set to Berkshire 
Hathaway, having previously 
worked in the field of home stag-

ing, where she consistently demonstrated an innate talent 
for presenting properties in their best light. Her keen eye 
for design and her ability to create inviting spaces played an 
instrumental role in helping potential buyers envision their 
future homes.

She has also been an educator with St. Johns County 
Schools upon earning her bachelor’s degree in education 
from the University of North Florida.

Having lived in Northeast Florida since her childhood, 
Stephanie possesses a deep understanding of the community, 
its unique neighborhoods, and the amenities that make it an 
exceptional place to call home. 

Barley can be reached at 904-236-7284, Stephanie.Bar-
ley@FloridaNetworkRealty.com and SBarley.FloridaNet-
workRealty.com.

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, located at 333 Village 
Main St., Suite 670 is managed by Holly Hayes, who can be 
reached at 904-802-0432, Holly.Hayes@FloridaNetworkRe-
alty.com, and floridanetworkrealtycareers.com. 
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By Shaun Ryan

Raquel Rubí has mastered not one, but 
two artistic realms. Known internation-
ally as an exceptional opera singer, she is 

also an accomplished painter.
And recently, she had an opportunity 

to exhibit both her fine-art skills and her 
vocal talents during an event at Art Box 
137 in St. Augustine.

Visitors attending the exhibit’s open-
ing on Saturday, July 22, were greeted by 
a self-portrait titled “La Cubana,” an oil 
on canvas measuring 48-by-46 inches. It 
depicts Rubi in an ornate, Flamenco-style 
dress. Next to it was another large paint-
ing, “La Divina II,” which depicts one 
of the artist’s favorite singers: opera star 
Maria Callas.

Further in the gallery, one discovers 
another work, “La Divina,” with a much 
different depiction of Callas.

Rubí called the legendary soprano “a 
big inspiration.”

Other works in the show depict char-
acters that Rubí has portrayed in operas, 
operettas and zarzuelas. The collection is 
named “Stage Works,” for good reason.

“My inspiration has been my music, 
my roles,” Rubí said.

During Saturday’s opening, the soprano 
who recently performed at St. Augus-
tine’s Romanza Festivale of Music & The 
Arts, sang some of her favorite pieces for 
her guests. She also unveiled a new paint-
ing inspired by a favorite aria, “Song to 
the Moon” from Dvořák’s “Rusalka.”

A native of Havana, Cuba, Rubí liked 
to paint as far back as childhood. But 
music soon took center stage.

She studied piano and composition 
with composer Harold Gramatges at the 
Instituto Superior de Arte and took vocal 
lessons from soprano María Eugenia 
Barrios. She performed with and directed 
ensembles before launching her solo 
career in 2001.

Among her many endeavors, she was 
also cast in the film “Scent of Oak,” win-
ning her the Caricato 2003 award for Best 
Actress in a Supporting Role.

Moving to South Florida, she earned 
her Doctorate in Musical Arts in 2016. 
She performed at a variety of events in 
Miami, and her original composition, 
“Hosanna,” premiered in Carlos Barba’s 
film, “Humberto.”

She relocated to St. Augustine two 
years ago.

“When I moved here, I decided to 
spend more time with my painting, learn-
ing more techniques,” she said.

She credited her mentor, artist Paulo 
Jimenez, with helping her.

Rubí’s work will be on exhibit through 
the fall. Art Box 137 is located at 137 
King St.

For further information on Rubí, her art 
and her singing, go to raquelrubi.com.

Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 27, 202342   IN THE ARTS

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW
904-641-1212  |  alhambrajax.com

Legally Blonde  
SEPT. 28 - NOV. 5

C O M I N G  S O O N

AUG. 3 - SEPT. 17

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 

www.PonteVedraRecorder.comTHURSDAY, JULY 27, 2023 • PAGE 42

Opera singer exhibits paintings at Art Box
Raquel Rubí stands before an exhibit of her work at Art Box 137 in St. Augustine. Most of the 
paintings depict characters she has portrayed, though the large one at left, “La Divina,” is a 
picture of opera star Maria Callas.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
Raquel Rubí sings an aria for those attending her recent exhibit opening. Behind her are two 
of her paintings, “La Divina II” at left and her self-portrait, “La Cubana.”
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CANVAS, STAGE AND MORE
A look at what’s happening 
in the arts locally

Here’s a look at what’s happening in 
the arts locally.

Young artists with developmental dis-
abilities to stage ‘Moana Jr.’

APEX Theatre Studio will present its 
second annual Penguin Project produc-
tion, “Disney’s Moana Jr.,” at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, July 29, and Sunday, July 30, 
at Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College, 
14 Granada St., downtown St. Augustine. 
Tickets are available at www.apextheatre-
jax.com/events. 

“Disney’s Moana Jr.” is a musical 
adaptation of the 2016 animated film, 
bringing the adventures of Moana and her 
village of Motunui to life onstage. The 
story follows the strong-willed Moana as 
she sets sail across the Pacific to save her 
village and discover the truth about her 
heritage.

All of the roles are filled by young 
artists with developmental disabilities 
including Down syndrome, cerebral 
palsy, autism, intellectual disabilities, 
learning disabilities, visual impairment, 
hearing impairment and other neurologi-
cal disorders. They are joined on stage 
by a dedicated group of “peer mentors,” 
children the same age without disabilities 
who have volunteered to work side-by-
side with them through four months of 
rehearsals and the final performance.

The show’s running time is 70 minutes. 
Tickets are $22 (general admission).

Writers to learn how to build an effec-
tive platform

Jennifer Swanson has made a name 
for herself as the author of more than 45 
nonfiction books for kids, mostly in the 
science and technology genre. Along with 
winning a bucket-full of awards, she built 
a substantial platform and brand, and will 
share her knowledge with writers at the 
Saturday, July 29, meeting of the Ponte 
Vedra Writers. The meeting is set for 11 

a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library.

During her interactive presentation, 
“Building an Effective Author Platform 
and Brand,” Swanson will explain the 
difference between a brand and a plat-
form. She will offer specific advice on 
how to build an author brand/platform, 
and answer the following questions:

• What should be an author’s first step 
to building a platform?

• Does every author need a digital 
footprint?

Aside from her award-winning books, 
Swanson is the creator and cohost of the 
Solve It! For Kids podcast which, in its 
two years of being on air, has 40,000-plus 
downloads, is ranked in the top 5% of all 
podcasts worldwide, and is No. 1 in the 
Top 10 Best Podcasts for Learning by All 
Digital School.

Her passion for science and technology 
resonates in all of her books but especial-
ly, “Brain Games,” named one of the 50 
Best Science Books Ever by ThePlanets.
org. 

The Ponte Vedra Writers group is part 
of the Florida Writers Association, a 
statewide, membership organization dedi-
cated to the support of both aspiring and 
published writers in any genre. The July 
29 meeting is free and open to members 
and nonmembers alike. For information 
on FWA, go to floridawriters.org.

Art House grand opening is Aug. 3
The Art House will hold its grand 

opening 4-8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 3, at 
3920 A1A South in St. Augustine Beach.

There will be live music by The Band 
Be Easy, drinks and hors d’oeuvres, a 
bounce house and face painting. The stu-
dio is located at 3920 A1A South, Suite 
8, St. Augustine Beach. The space will 
be available for private event rental on a 
limited basis outside of normal business 
hours. 

Security expert to address writers’ 
group

Sarah Bewley, who works in the 
department responsible for the physical 
security of a utilities company, will speak 
at the next meeting of the NE Florida Sis-
ters in Crime, 1 p.m. Saturday, July 29, at 
the Ponte Vedra Branch Library.

Bewley writes, climbs rock walls 
and takes boxing lessons. She was born 
young, grew old very quickly, then 
entered into her second childhood, which 
she found far more satisfying than her 
first.

“Burning Eden” is her first mystery and 
the first book of the Eden County Myster-
ies series. She’s worked as a licensed 
private investigator and now works in 
utilities security, which is physical pro-
tection for critical infrastructure.

There had been a temporary change 
of date and time for this meeting due to 
scheduling conflicts.

— Compiled by Shaun RyanJennifer Swanson
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Martha Ferguson’s art illuminates St. Augustine
Work to be featured 

Aug. 4-5
By Shaun Ryan

For artist Martha Ferguson, painting a 
street scene is really about painting the 
effects of light.

“I’ve always loved the old Impression-
ist painters — Monet, Van Gogh — and 
the way they painted,” she said. “The 
subject matter is kind of enhanced by 
the light. I’m just always drawn to that. 
Not so much the building, but the way 
the light hits the building, the way the 
shadows create shapes.”

Ferguson’s work has an emotional im-
pact. Where the sunlight falls, and where 
it doesn’t, sparks a sense of nostalgia, a 
strong feeling of comforting familiarity 
— even if the setting depicted is one the 
viewer has not previously visited.

And perhaps this is due to how our 
memories preserve not necessarily the 
intricate details of a place so much as the 
feelings we derive from it, something 
which is strongly influenced by the qual-
ity of the light.

In fact, Ferguson has a preference for 
morning scenes or those occurring at 
what she calls the “magic hour,” just be-
fore the sun sets. The lighting is dramatic, 
the colors more saturated.

“I’ll be driving home, and I’ll see the 
way the sky is,” she said. “I’ll try to keep 
that in my memory and go home and 
sketch, try to get that feel.”

Anyone who has visited the galleries 
in the Nation’s Oldest City has probably 
seen Ferguson’s work, which has been 
exhibited in several of them, as well as at 
the Lightner Museum. Ferguson has won 
numerous awards, including being named 
to the National Oil and Acrylic Painters’ 
Society’s prestigious “Best of America” 
for 2021, and her art can be found in 
private collections throughout the United 
States, Canada and the United Kingdom.

In fact, Ferguson’s paintings will be 

featured Aug. 4-5 at the Grand Bohe-
mian Gallery, 49 King St., St. Augustine, 
where she has exhibited for the past two 
years.

“I’ll have most of my new work, prob-
ably about 15, 20 pieces,” Ferguson said. 
“And I’m going to demonstrate one of 
my local street scenes in the lobby.”

The Road to St. Augustine
Ferguson has enjoyed painting since 

she was in the junior high. Encouraged by 
a teacher, she resolved to study commer-
cial art in college. So, at 18, she left her 
hometown of Charleston, West Virginia, 
and came to Northeast Florida to enroll in 
Flagler College.

“I fell in love with St. Augustine the 
minute we crossed the Bridge of Lions 
from the beach side,” she recalled.

Whenever she had time, she would 
wander the historic quarter, and that’s 
how she discovered one of the city’s 
legendary artists, Emmett Fritz.

“I used to walk down St. George Street 
where he had a little studio,” she said, 
“and I would talk to him and watch him 
paint. I think that’s what made me kind of 
fall in love with painting.”

Ferguson graduated with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree in 1982, married and 
moved to Ocean Grove, New Jersey, 
where she worked and raised her chil-
dren. Once they were older, she was able 
to spend more time on her painting.

But she never forgot the First Coast 
and, in the early 2000s, returned to St. 
Johns County.

Location, location, location
Though she has done watercolor, Fer-

guson primarily uses oils.
“I’ll do a lot of acrylic underwash and 

paint oil over it,” she said.
In fact she will frequently block out 

elements in the painting using acrylics 
before applying oil.

“A lot of that underpainting will come 
through in the oil,” she said. “It’s cool 
when it works.”

She sometimes does small plein air 
pieces, though most of her larger work, 
while giving the appearance of plein air, 
are actually done in her studio.

She said she enjoys the interaction with 
like-minded artists at plein air events, 
though she admits that this style of paint-
ing does pose its challenges.

“It’s a little bit of a struggle at first, 
because you’ve got to learn the elements 
and how to paint quickly,” she said. “But 
they’re my favorite paintings — and they 
might be my worst paintings! You just 
see things differently when you’re on 
location. It just has a different feel to it.”

Sometimes, Ferguson will paint the 
same scene over and over, because it’s 

always changing.
“I used to wonder why Monet always 

painted the haystacks,” she said. “Why 
do you paint the same thing? But now I 
get it, because it’s always different.”

Today, Ferguson not only paints but 
also offers classes in both oil and water-
color painting. She said she’s very grate-
ful to have her work shown in the Grand 
Bohemian, as well as other places.

And she appreciates the welcoming 
atmosphere St. Augustine affords artists.

“I feel like there are so many people 
who have supported me and other art-
ists,” she said. “It’s a nice community 
that we’re in. We have that support, and 
there are a lot of opportunities here.”

Photos provided by Martha Ferguson
Artist Martha Ferguson stands next to several of her paintings.

“Before The Storm” by painter Martha 
Ferguson

“Sunny Days On Spanish Street” by painter 
Martha FergusonArtist Martha Ferguson paints a picture.
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Late surge propels Davis to 
Jacksonville Amateur Championship

By Anthony Richards

Wolfson High graduate and current 
Davidson College golfer Will Davis won 
the 62nd Annual Jacksonville Amateur Golf 
Championship presented by the Jackson-
ville Area Golf Association at San Jose 
Country Club July 20-22.

The event felt like home for Davis, who 
is not only from the area, but he also grew 
up playing at the country club as a young 
golfer learning the game.

The 21-year-old who will be entering 
his junior season at Davidson looked in 
control throughout the tournament en route 
to a final score of 14-under which was five 
strokes better than runner-up and defending 
champion Jason Duff.

Coming home in third place was Univer-
sity of North Florida assistant golf coach 
Jeff Dennis, who finished six shots behind 
Davis.

Davis found himself in a groove and was 
playing good golf from the time he teed off 
in the opening round and it was reflected in 
his score as he shot a 66 and sat tied at the 
top of the leaderboard with Dennis.

The two found themselves in a back-and-
forth battle with Dennis entering the final 
round two strokes ahead of Davis.

However, both players went opposite 
directions on the third and final day, as 
Davis proved to be on fire shooting a 67, 
while Dennis shot a three-over 75 in the 
final round.

It was down the stretch, where Davis 
began to assert himself and take full reign 
of this year’s championship.

The two were tied at 11-under heading 
to the back nine holes, but Davis eagled the 
par five No. 17 and Dennis would bogey the 
hole, and just like that Davis found himself 
with a five-shot lead on the final hole.

Duff made a strong defense of his 2022 
title with his runner-up finish, as he sur-
passed Dennis 

Rounding out the top five were fourth-
place finisher Andrew Riley (7-under) 
who attended Creekside High School and 
Sam Ohno of Ponte Vedra Beach and an 
Episcopal School grad finished tied for 
fifth with Max McGee of Jacksonville and 
a Bartram Trail High grad in fifth place, at 
6-under. Ohno and McGee both shot a score 
of 66 the last day, which was also the lowest 
round posted during the tournament.

Davis and Dennis shot there 66 rounds 
on the opening day, while Jackson Klauk 
joined Ohno and McGee by shooting 66s in 
the final round. 

San Jose played to a par of 72 and was 
set up at approximately 7,027 yards.

The championship featured 84 play-
ers, with 12 coming from outside JAGA’s 
footprint of Northeast Florida. Forty-six 
players in the field had handicap indexes of 

0 or less.
The top finishers in both the Amateur and 

the JAGA First Coast Amateur are awarded 
World Amateur Golf Ranking points. 

Photos courtesy of Jacksonville Area Golf Association
2023 JAGA Jacksonville Amateur champion Will Davis of Jacksonville and Davidson College.

Jeff Dennis, Will Davis and Sam Geise (left to 
right) shake hands as the last group to finish 
the final round.
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Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Travel

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights in-
side and from the US. Serving Unit-
ed, Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call for free 
quote now! Have travel dates ready! 
866-245-7709

Auctions

Real Estate Auction: 282+/- Acres 
offered in 13 Tracts located in Frank-
lin, NC. Prime Smoky Mountain 
real estate overlooking Nantahala 
National Forest and Winding Stair 
Gap.  Great building sites, spring 
fed streams, views and 2 old cabins. 
Recreational paradise, abundant 
wildlife a 5-minute drive to The Ap-
palachian Trail and a 30-minute 
drive to Lake Chatuge. Auction held 
at Robert C. Carpenter Community 
Bldg. in Franklin, NC on August 17 
at 11 AM. 5% Buyer’s Premium. For 
details visit woltz.com or call Russell 
Seneff, Assoc. Broker (NCAL# 4522) 
Woltz & Associates, Inc. Real Es-
tate Brokers & Auctioneers 800-
551-3588. (NC #7560)

Home 
Improvements

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control.  Call 
for a quote or inspection today 888-
498-0446

Leading smart home provider Vivint 
Smart Home has an offer just for 
you. Call 833-303-0851 to get a pro-
fessionally installed home security 
system with $0 activation.

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 866-
636-1910.  Ask about our specials!

Miscellaneous

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner? Do you want 
to get up to 100% back on vet bills? 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can 
help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a 
free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/ads

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

JACKSONVILLE GOLF & 
COUNTRY CLUB 

13102 Wexford Hollow Rd N.
July 27, 28 & 29, 

8:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Easy GO Golf Cart - house 
loaded. See Pictures and 

descriptions on EstateSales.net

Garage, Yard & 
Estate Sales

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 Get a new shower or  

bath installed in as little as

ONE DAY
CALL NOW
866.753.9521

FREE
INSTALLATION
+
NO INTEREST 
NO PAYMENTS
FOR 12 MONTHS*

*Call for complete terms and conditions.
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ACROSS
1.  Bonus materials
7.  Formal names
13.  Free from restraints
14.  One who scrapes away
16.  Type of device
17.  Skin cancers
19.  The Show Me State
20.  Plate glasses
22.  Red-brown sea bream
23.  Small (Fr.)
25.  Flightless Australian 
 birds
26.  High IQ group
28.  Stiff structures
29.  Revolutions per minute
30.  Where a bachelor lives
31.  Licensed for Wall Street
33.  A place to park
34.  Energy, style and 
 enthusiasm
36.  An important creed in 
 Catholic Church
38.  18-year astronomical 
 period
40.  Furies
41.  Removes from 
 the record
43.  Noted child psychiatrist
44.  Feline
45.  High schoolers’ test
47.  Not happy
48.  They __
51.  On top
53.  Precious stones unit 
 of weight
55.  Moved quickly
56.  Seagulls
58.  A seed with hooks 
 or teeth
59.  Partner to “oohed”
60.  Exclamation of surprise
61.  Most unpleasant
64.  Organization help 
 service members
65.  Type of cockatoo
67.  Humorous criticisms
69.  Went through and
  organized
70.  Wakes up

DOWN
1.  Settle in tents
2.  Big
3.  Books
4.  Masses of eggs in fish
5.  Language
6.  Not standing
7.  Chinese philosophy
8.  Computer giant
9.  A device to catch
10.  Emits coherent radiation
11.  Actor O’Neill
12.  Smallest interval in 
 western music
13.  Not lower
15.  Revolves
18.  Leavened bread
21.  Number above the line 
 in a fraction
24.  Cable
26.  Adult male
27.  Airborne (abbr.
30.  Bullfighting maneuvers

32.  Broadcast
35.  __ Angeles
37.  Vehicle
38.  Not religious
39.  North American peoples
42.  A baglike structure
43.  Body art (slang)
46.  Picked for a role
47.  Actress Tomei
49.  Former hoopster 
 “Big Country”
50.  Icelandic poems
52.  More pleasant
54.  It can add flavor to meat
55.  Self-immolation by 
 fire rituals
57.  Expression of annoyance
59.  __ Spumante 
 (Italian wine)
62.  Consumed
63.  Body part
66.  Thus
68.  In reply (abbr.)

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Miscellaneous

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. No obligation! We've 
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 
24/7 1-877-707-5707

My Caring Plan has helped thou-
sands of families find senior living. 
Our trusted, local advisors help find 
solutions to your unique needs at no 
cost to you. Call 866-511-1799

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of 
select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-3892

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Inter-
est rates are way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call 
National Debt Relief to find out how 
to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! Free quote: 
1-877-592-3616

Miscellaneous

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
info package & learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

MobileHelp, America's premier mo-
bile medical alert system. Whether 
you're home or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long term con-
tracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-
3936

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.  
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Miscellaneous

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español
Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587
Viagra stop overpaying! Generic Viagra or Cialis 70 
tablets - only $99 shipping included! USAServicesOn-
line.com call now 888-203-0881

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt 
Request a free Quote. Call before the next power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.  Call 866-499-0141
Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promotion & distribution. 
Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/ads
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo 
Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Compre-

hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936
Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm 
for recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet 
free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip 
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call National Debt Relief to find 
out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than 
what you owe! Free quote: 1-877-592-3616
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet coverage that can help! Call 1-844-
774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/ads
Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-
5707
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277
My Caring Plan has helped thousands of families find 
senior living. Our trusted, local advisors help find 
solutions to your unique needs at no cost to you. Call 
866-511-1799
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(904) 479-3389(904) 479-3389
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

2014 CADILLAC SRX

SALE PRICE $12,898
148,453 MILES | STOCK# ES559918 

2022 JEEP WRANGLER RUBICON

SALE PRICE $54,238
5,153 MILES | STOCK# NW221185

2019 HONDA FIT

SALE PRICE $21,217
7,083 MILES | STOCK# KM727074

2019 MAZDA MAZDA3 SEDAN

SALE PRICE $15,080
127,343 MILES | STOCK# KM105995 

2021 CHEVROLET MALIBU

SALE PRICE $17,998
66,529 MILES | STOCK# MF021825 

2020 GMC YUKON XL

SALE PRICE $52,998
50,021 MILES | STOCK# LR306050 

2018 LEXUS NX 300

SALE PRICE $21,210
103,206 MILES | STOCK# J2093757

2019 NISSAN MAXIMA

SALE PRICE $18,748
114,045 MILES | STOCK# KC368971

2019 GMC ACADIA

SALE PRICE $25,238
31,724 MILES | STOCK# KZ297536

2021 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

SALE PRICE $18,620
61,180 MILES | STOCK# M6100091 

VIEW MORE PRE-OWNED INVENTORY AT 
RANDYMARIONCADILLACOFJACKSONVILLE.COM

1. Monthly payment is $28.60 for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is 19.8%. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take 
new retail delivery by 9/5/23. 2. Not available with leave and some other offers. Take new delivery by 9/5/23. 3. MUST FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL. Some customers 
may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 9/5/23. ©2023 General Motors. Cadillac Financial and the Cadillac logo are trademarks and/or 
service marks of General Motors LLC, used with permission. Cadillac Financial is a division of GM Financial.


