
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

Get behind the wheel of the world’s 
first electric Hyper-SUV.

Lotus of Jacksonville
11650 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32246

ELETRE REVEAL
& TEST DRIVE EVENT

RSVP TODAY at  www.lotusofjacksonville.com

ELETREELETRE
The electric The electric 
Hyper-SUV with Hyper-SUV with 
racecar DNA.racecar DNA.

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*
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+
KIDS' SUMMER FUN GUIDEKIDS' SUMMER FUN GUIDE

WINE & DINE ON THE FIRST COASTWINE & DINE ON THE FIRST COAST

AND MUCH MORE!AND MUCH MORE! APRIL/MAY 2024

HOME
GARDEN

SpringSpring&

register
FIRST ON THE FIRST COAST

thethe

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment EXTRA 

featuring TV listings, streaming  
information, puzzles and more! 

The First Coast Register
INSIDE

Thursday, April 25, 2024 PonteVedraRecorder.com VOLUME 55, NO. 26     $1.00

IN
SID

E

4 x 3” ad

April 25 - May 1, 2024

1 x 7” ad

PONTE VEDRA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  
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‘Guilt’ free

Not ‘guilt’y

Mark Bonnar and Jamie 
Sives star in “Guilt”

THE

Photo courtesy of  The Exchange at St. Augustine 
The Exchange at St. Augustine opened in March 2023. Read more on page 2.

Luxury apartments start and end Luxury apartments start and end 
with The Exchange at St. Augustine with The Exchange at St. Augustine 

April 25 - May 1, 2024April 25 - May 1, 2024

By Anthony Richards 

A park and public library will be 
coming to the Nocatee community in 
a couple of years following a recent 
decision by the St. Johns County 
Board of County Commissioners to 
approve the project.

Residents will begin to see prog-
ress being made sooner rather than 
later with construction of the project 
expected to start later this year with 
completion estimated by the end of 
2026.

The new facilities will be built on 
49 acres of land donated to the county 
by the Davis family and The PARC 

By Shaun Ryan

The Art of the Possible, held Thursday, 
April 18, at Asado Life waterfront res-
taurant in St. Augustine raised funds for 
two important local causes: the St. Johns 
County Education Foundation, which oper-
ates as Investing in Kids (INK!), and Ocean 
Sole, a nonprofit based in Ponte Vedra 
Beach and Kenya.

It was a full evening, featuring excep-
tional fare from the Asado Life chefs, a 
silent and live auction of several collectable 
and experiential treasures, a photo booth, 
custom selfie station, door prizes and live 
music by Brad Newman.

Cathy Newman, INK! executive director, 
described the mission of the organization 
founded 30 years ago.

“We support the public school district 
here in St. Johns County,” she said, “so all 
50,000 students, all 6,000-plus employees, 
which includes about 3,600 teachers and 
instructional staff.”

One of those attending the event was 
Tina Hemby, this year’s St. Johns County 

Teacher of the Year.
“I’m just so excited about participating 

in the fundraiser because INK! does so 
much for our community in the education 
field as far as helping students and helping 
teachers,” she said. “INK!’s just amazing. 
It’s a really good cause.”

Hemby teaches eighth grade pre-algebra 
at Millcreek Academy. She has been a 
teacher for 29 years, 10 of which she has 
served in St. Johns County.

Ocean Sole CEO Erin Smith described 

County 
commission 

approves  
park, public 
library for 
Nocatee 

Event raises funds for 
INK!, Ocean Sole

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Cathy Newman, INK! executive director, left, speaks to the guests. At center is Ocean Sole CEO 
Erin Smith. At right is INK! Board Chair Holly Hill.

EVENT continues on Page 8
NOCATEE continues on Page 4
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BRIEFS
Extract Juicery plans open house

Extract Juicery, 104 Ashourian Ave., Suite 
104, will hold its ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at 4 p.m. Friday, April 26, with the St. Johns 
County Chamber of Commerce as part of a 
two-day grand opening celebration for the new 
business.

Here are some details:
• First 50 guests in line at 8 a.m. Saturday, 

April 27, will receive a $50 credit for future 
purchases

• Meet and greet with Jacksonville Jaguars 
No. 20 Daniel Thomas with a purchase

• Raffle prizes include free juice cleanses, 
autographed football, Apple Watch, Lululemon 
Gift Card

• Delicious juices, smoothies, acai bowls, 
salads and more

For more information, go to extractjuicery.
com.

Beach cleanup is Saturday
The Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Es-

tuarine Research Reserve (GTM) will conduct 
a beach cleanup on Saturday, April 27. Meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at the GTM Research Reserve 
Visitor Center, 505 Guana River Road, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, where gloves and trash bags will 
be provided. Participants will be directed to a 
specific beach for cleanup. Hat, insect repel-
lent, water and sunscreen are recommended. 

Email Candace.Killian@FloridaDEP.gov to 
participate.

Archaeological presentation planned
The Archaeological Institute of America 

— Jacksonville Society will meet at noon Sat-
urday, April 27, in Building 51 at the Univer-
sity of North Florida to hear a free lecture by 
Master student Alex Diaz from Florida State 
University.

The title of his lecture is ”Crafting bones: 
an analysis of a worked bone assemblage from 
a Mississippian mound complex in Northeast 
Florida.”

Refreshments will be served afterward in the 
anthropology lab. On Saturday, parking is free. 
For more information, contact Melva Price at 
904-241-9411 or go to aiajaxsoc@gmail.com.

Local kids coloring contest winners
Two Jacksonville children were named win-

ners in Charlotte, North Carolina-based Merid-
ian Waste Acquisitions’ 5th Annual Brighten-
ing the World Earth Day Coloring Contest.  

Advika S. won first place and Ansley P. won 
third place in the age 8-10 group.

Winners will receive a rosette ribbon, a 
T-shirt imprinted with his or her personal 
winning artwork, and a garbage truck plaque 
engraved with his or her name, placing and 
Brightening the World Meridian Waste brand-
ing. The winners’ artwork can be viewed at 
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

discover
membership

FREE admission to the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens

Unlimited annual visits 

Exclusive members-only 
events and discounts

Learn more at 
jacksonvillezoo.org/

membership

Join the fun when you 
Join the Zoo

  May-AugustMay-August

REGISTER AT
THELINK.ZONE/SUMMERCAMPS

425 Town Plaza Ave. 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

FEATURED CAMPS
Creative Cooking | 

LEGO Robotics & Drones | Olympic
Style Fencing | Arts | Dance &
Tumble | Kids in the Kitchen 

BRIEFS continues on Page 7



Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 25, 2024 COMMUNITY NEWS   3

F ROM  C OT TAG E S  TO  C AST L E S   •  beacheshomes.com

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway  
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network RealtyBerkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

82 San Juan Drive 
4BD | 4.5 BA | 3312sf | 0.46 Acres | $3,150,000

Welcome to this charming custom-built home nestled in the highly desired area of Old Ponte Vedra,  
offering unparalleled privacy with lush landscape  and gorgeous golf course views.  The property boasts 

 just under a half an acre, with a large circular drive, side-entry garage and no immediate neighbor to the 
north. The first floor has 2 bedrooms with ADA compliant doorways and barrier free showers in both full 

baths and the second floor has 2 more ensuite bedrooms.   The mature trees and landscaping provide  
shade and privacy, creating a tranquil oasis right outside your door. 

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

300 Cloisterbane Drive
5BD | 4 BA | 3651sf | 2-Story | $790,000

This stunning 2-story home boasts 5 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms spread across 3651 square feet of living 
space. The main level features a spacious living area, fully equipped with a gourmet kitchen with a center 
island for casual dining. Main floor bedroom and full bath was smartly included as an in-law suite with a 
pocket door for added privacy. Sliding glass doors lead to a screened lanai with a summer kitchen, and a 

paver patio extending to a firepit area, offering tranquil views of the lagoon and lush preserve. The second 
floor offers a luxurious primary suite plus three additional bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms,  

and a large bonus room.

UNDER CONTRACT  

IN TWO DAYS!

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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TRIM NOW!
We Trim & Remove Everything!

• Workers Compensation
• Bonded
• Fully Equipped
• 30 Years Experience

285-4625285-4625

Spring has Sprung!Spring has Sprung!

 ASK FOR JOHN SHIELD - OWNER
FREE CONSULTATIONS AND ESTIMATES 
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St. Johns County OKs purchase of 36 acres in World Golf Village
By Shaun Ryan

St. Johns County Commissioners voted 
4-1 Tuesday, April 16, to purchase 36.07 
acres of property at the core of World Golf 
Village in what Commissioner Henry Dean 
characterized as temporary ownership.

“We’re serving as a transitional agent,” 
he said, predicting that the county would 
not likely retain ownership for more than 
a year.

The purchase price is $5.5 million and 
includes $202,500 for the inventory of the 
Hall of Fame, the IMAX Theater and the 
PGA Tour Production Building. The pur-

chase also includes the lake, common area 
and parking spaces. The county already 
owns the Hall of Fame structure.

The cost of property closing is estimated 
at an additional $50,000.

The lone dissenting vote came from 
Commissioner Krista Joseph.

In July 2022, the World Golf Founda-
tion informed the county of its intention 
to move the World Golf Hall of Fame to 
Pinehurst, North Carolina, its original 
home. The Hall of Fame had been located 
in St. Johns County since 1998.

As of Dec. 31, 2023, operations had 

ceased at the Hall of Fame and the 
64,113-square-foot building was conveyed 
to the county. The theater measures 17,865 
square feet, and the production building 
measures 32,329 square feet.

The county sought public input and has 
been under agreement with the foundation 
to continue operation of the theater.

This action terminates a 1991 tourist 
development agreement and a 1995 ground 
lease. The PGA Tour and World Golf 
Foundation have requested to lease back 
the production building until March 2025 
in order to move the production operations 

to the PGA Tour Global Headquarters in 
Ponte Vedra.

Funding for the purchase includes real-
location of $2 million in American Rescue 
Plan Act funds and $2 million from the 
2019 Capital Improvements Fund that had 
been approved for construction of a library 
in that community.

The commission also voted to apply 
$1.55 million from public building impact 
fee reserves to the purchase.

Further information on the county’s 
plans for the property are expected to be 
made public in May.



Group, who are the developers of the 
Nocatee community. 

The vote by the board of county com-
missioners was unanimous and autho-
rized an estimated $123 million plan to 
construct five regional parks and com-
munity centers across the county, and the 
Nocatee project is included as part of the 
larger picture. 

The Nocatee project will account for 
an estimated $43 million of the $123 
million overall plan.

The northeast community park in No-
catee will feature several amenities for 
residents, including baseball, softball, 
soccer and other multipurpose fields, as 
well as pickleball and sand volleyball 
courts.

However, the park will be more than 
just a place to play various sports, but 
also a place intended for the entire fam-
ily to come out and find something to do 
and enjoy a day together. 

There will be several activities avail-
able for residents, such as a children’s 
splash pad, picnic pavilions, a fishing 
pond with kayak dock, climbing wall 
and plenty of play areas and paved walk-
ways around the grounds.

A community center with indoor space 
will also be part of the park property 

intended to support the county’s supervi-
sor of elections.

The park’s plans also include the 
construction of a full-service public 
library branch to be included as part of 
the county’s library system and serve 
the needs of the community’s 32,000 
residents. 

“The PARC Group thanks the St. 
Johns County commissioners for making 
this project possible,” said Rick Ray, 
CEO of The PARC Group. “We espe-

cially appreciate the efforts of commis-
sioners Christian Whitehurst and Henry 
Dean for championing the addition of a 
full library, a long-awaited and welcome 
addition to the Nocatee Community.”   

The next step in the project will be a 
financing package which will be pre-
sented to the BOCC for consideration at 
a future meeting date, according to St. 
Johns County Administrator Joy An-
drews.

The county suggested that no prop-

erty taxes will be used to pay for the 
construction costs, as it plans to use a 
combination of existing accumulated 
impact fees paid by developments and 
debt issuance to fund the projects.

The plan, combined with previous 
financial commitments to parks, means 
that St. Johns County has invested $200 
million over the next five years into 
countywide parks and recreation facili-
ties to support various programs and 
services.
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May 8 | 5:15-7:30 PM

EMILY CONNOR
Design Thinking Lead,

Unlockt

Speakers

  Work-life Balance - June 12, 2024 | 5:30-7:30 PM

Tools for Marketing and Sales - July 10, 2024 | 5:30-7:30 PM

Tour to Non-profit - August 14, 2024 | 5:30-7:30 PM

Local Business Tour - September 11, 2024 | 5:30-7:30 PM

Closing Awards Ceremony - October 9, 2024 | 5:30-7:30 PM

Free for the link Members
425 Town Plaza Ave, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Sapna Foundation Presents

Innovative Strategies: The Power of Design Thinking

Learn with growth-minded women about a creative
process that combines empathy, technology, and

business goals to solve problems.

CEO,
Woven Path
Consulting 

LORI PUGH

UPCOMING TOPICS

WHAT TO EXPECT
• Wine and Refreshments
• Welcoming Atmosphere
• Fun Activities and Games

• Social hour and networking opportunities
• Supportive environment for women of ALL

career levels and backgrounds!

$25 per session • Expo tables available

Nocatee
Continued from 1
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Pablo Creek Reserve Estates 5br, two 2-car garages, timeless quality, $3,150,000   $2,800,000. 
 
Marsh Landing Estate Home near MLCC, features amazing marsh/golf views, separate family rooms, 
4 ensuite BRs, plus office, spacious screened pool enclosure. $2,200,000  $2,100,000.  
 
Ponte Vedra By the Sea 4BR home near beach access, $1,225,000  $1,190,000. Backs to preserve.  
 
Highland Glen one level 3br + guest house, stunning new primary bathroom, $844,000  $825,000.

NEW PRICES!NEW PRICES!

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Resourceful. Responsible. Respected.
Jacksonville Business Journal 2020

#3 realtor in ne Fl
Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2023

Clare Berry
A SAFE HAVEN FOR  
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE 
LEGACY

Are you in search of the perfect sanctuary for your cherished automotive 
treasures? Look no further than Auto Toy Vault, where we redefine auto 

storage in North FL, setting the standard for excellence.
Secure Your Spot Today.

(904) 525 9881 // AutoToyVault.com

Members of the Teen Club at the link 
in Nocatee have once again demonstrated 
their commitment to community and 
creativity. Led by Jeff Tawney, direc-
tor of operations, the club embarked on 
a remarkable project in early February: 
the creation of a butterfly garden on site 
at the link. With passion and dedication, 
they envisioned, designed and budgeted 
for this beautiful addition to their sur-
roundings.

Their efforts received a fortuitous boost 
when Tawney connected with two Lowe's 
representatives involved in the construc-
tion of a new store near the Beachwalk 
community off County Road 210 West. 
Impressed by the club's charitable 
endeavors and inspired by the butterfly 
garden idea, the representatives eagerly 
offered their support, inviting the Teen 
Club to submit a wish list.

Thanks to the generous contributions 

from five local Lowe's stores, the garden 
dream became a reality. Teen Club mem-
bers rolled up their sleeves, cleaned up 
the space, prepared the area and tirelessly 
worked for four days until the project was 
completed.

The butterfly garden now stands as 
a serene place of reflection, featuring a 
rock river, vibrant planter boxes, color-
ful flowers and inviting park benches. 
Symbolizing beauty, grace and transfor-

mation, the butterfly motif holds a special 
significance, often seen as a sign of 
angelic presence and guidance in life.

In a touching tribute, the garden was 
dedicated to “Amma,” the mother of one 
of the link's founders, adding a deeply 
personal touch to this communal space. 

If you have teenagers who would like 
to be part of such impactful projects, con-
sider joining the Teen Club. Reach out to 
jeff@thelink.zone for more information.

Teens create butterfly garden at the link

Contributed photos
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Travon Walker

Travon Walker is from Thomaston, Georgia, but also calls Jacksonville and Northeast Florida home since being drafted No. 1 overall 
by the Jacksonville Jaguars in the 2022 NFL Draft. Not only has he made an impact on the field, but he has also strived to do his part 
to make an impact off the field as well by starting the Travon Walker Foundation following his rookie season. 

As told to Anthony Richards

Tell us a little about yourself and your 
background.

I’m from a small town called Thomas-
ton in Georgia, which has a population of 
just over 7,000, so my whole community 
basically helped raise me and they poured 
everything they had into me and rallied 
behind the kids.

To have people like that in your life 
and career to push you is everything. 

The textile mill is the main job for a lot 
of people in my town and it is made up of 
people that know what it means to work 
hard for what they want.

One of the main things about grow-
ing up in a small community like that is 
that you learn that it takes a village and 
without all that support over the years I 
wouldn’t be where I’m at.

Was football always a passion of 
yours?

My first love was basketball and it 
always just came easily for me, and I also 
ran track in high school.

But God, family and football have 
always been at the root of everything for 
me. That’s what it has always been all 
about.

My high school team won 73 straight 
games, and I’m not sure but I think it 
may still be the record today.

Without the hard work and commit-
ment over the years, there wouldn’t 
be any of the success I’ve had and I 
wouldn’t be where I’m at today.

What are the goals of your founda-
tion?

We want to be there to provide a 
leadership role for the kids and to remind 
them to be where their feet are, because 
it’s important to not get too far ahead and 
just focus on where you’re at that specific 
time.

Whatever it is they are involved with, 
we want them to remember to attack it 
and go after their dreams and that goes 
for anything in life.

You can go a long way if you have this 
approach.

What are your plans for the future of 
the Travon Walker Foundation?

It’s the little things that make all the 
difference, and to see the smiles on the 
faces of those the foundation helps is 
everything.

Jacksonville is the next place I want to 
spread this love and joy to, since that has 
become another home for me.

I have high hopes and just want to keep 
helping as much as we can. I am excited 

to see the number of communities we are 
involved in over the next 10 to 15 years.

Do you ever find yourself looking back 
at all that you’ve accomplished and 
your journey to this point?

I’d be lying if I said I don’t look back 
on it and think who would have ever 
thought I’d be where I’m at.

It has been even more than I could have 

imagined. To be a No.1 draft pick and 
have the chance to play in the NFL, I’m 
just truly blessed is all I can think about 
every time.

But I also know that I’m not where I 
want to be yet, and that there’s so much 
more potential out there to even further 
have an impact.

At the end of day, I’m just trying to be 
the best man and family man possible.

What do you enjoy most about living 
in the North Florida area?

I don’t see how anyone couldn’t love 
Jacksonville.

It’s all about the scenary for me, 
because I’m all about a clear mind and 
nothing helps that better than the natural 
sights you can find around here.

I’m a country boy at heart, so I like 
fishing and all that kind of stuff as well.

Contributed photo
Travon Walker has embraced Northeast Florida as his home and a community he is determined to give back to more and more since the Jaguars 
drafted him in 2022.
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Book Direct & Save - 904-824-1112
3465 Coastal Hwy, St. Augustine

1 Acre Private1 Acre Private

www.oceansandsvilanobeach.com

MeridanWaste.com/EarthDay.

Library to offer resources 
for moms, infants

The Ponte Vedra Library 
and St. Johns CARES, Inc. 
are collaborating on a St. 
Johns community drive and 
event for infants and moth-
ers. Throughout the month 
of May, donations of needed 
infant items, such as diapers, 
baby wipes, formula/baby 
food and diaper cream can 
be dropped off by the public 
at the Ponte Vedra Beach Li-
brary Branch. The donations 
will be distributed to organi-
zations in St. Johns County 
with families in need.

On May 9, a Resource Fair 
for Moms & Babies will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the library and will include 
information on various topics, 
CPR training, a pediatrician 
and more.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2

Laws are in place to make everyone 
on roadways, sidewalks safe

By Anthony Richards

There are several Florida laws in place 
to make sure residents are safe while 
walking, riding a bike or driving on the 
roadways.

And although automobiles are respon-
sible for sharing the road with cyclists, 
there are certain rules of the road that are 
in place but are still not widely under-
stood.

As an example, bicycles are considered 
vehicles and therefore are required to fol-
low all the traffic laws in place by Florida 
law just as someone driving a car would.

These rules include coming to full stops 
and looking both ways at stop signs and 
riding in the same direction as the auto-
mobile traffic on the road.

This differs from those walking or run-
ning on roadways, who the law insists 
must do so going in the direction opposite 
of the automobile and bicycle traffic.

The idea behind the difference is be-
cause it is considered safer for the person 
walking or running along the road because 
they would have the opportunity to see 
veering traffic heading toward them and 
would be able to react and avoid it in a 

timelier manner than if they were going 
with traffic and it could save their life.

Walkers and runners are advised to wear 
reflective clothing at night and/or a light 
to give a greater opportunity to be seen, 
especially from a distance.

Pedestrians do have the right of way 
over all vehicles, but whenever possible it 

is recommended that they use sidewalks 
when available to decrease the safety 
risks.

Any cyclists riding on a sidewalk 
should yield the right of way to pedes-
trians walking or running along it, and 
drivers are required by law to provide at 
least three feet of distance or more when 
driving alongside or near cyclists.

Golf carts are a popular vehicle choice 
in the Ponte Vedra Beach area, so it is im-
portant to remember that they are seen by 
the law as the same as any other vehicle, 
so they must also follow all traffic laws in 
place, such as stopping at stop signs and 
being directed by traffic signals.

And just as with an automobile, it is 
illegal to be underage and not licensed to 
drive.

The law also requires all golf carts to 
be licensed and insured if they share the 
public roadways.

The Ponte Vedra Community Associa-
tion continues to work closely with the 
Ponte Vedra Municipal Service District 
and St. Johns County officials to continue 
to advocate for the more sidewalks in 
order to continue the growth of roadway 
safety measures in the area.
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Walkers Ridge in Sawgrass Country Club
Step inside 52 South Nine Drive and experience a unique 

custom designed home that is perfect for entertaining 
family and friends. The cozy entrance to the foyer  

welcomes you to an open concept dining room, and light 
filled living room, and sunroom, that reveals one of  
Sawgrass Country Clubs waterfront views with a  

Northeastern exposure. This completely updated home with 
the master on the first floor is simply gorgeous! With 2294 

square feet of design this 3-bedroom 2 1/2 bath coastal 
traditional is light, and spacious, with a unique floor plan 

that connects the new Chefs kitchen, and  
breakfast room, to the dining room, office and spacious  

2 story living room, with a wood burning fireplace.  
Minutes to the beach and golf course. Enjoy country club 

living that is simply the best! Offered for $949,000.

904.789.VETS    PVBVET.COM

Dr. Louis Mack, DVM
Dr. Aaron Thivierge

3783 Palm Valley Rd.,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 

Located in The Shoppes at Palm Valley 
at the Roundabout

SERVICES WE OFFER:
VETERINARY MEDICINE & SURGERY

PREVENTATIVE CARE • ADVANCED CARE
DERMATOLOGY • DENTISTRY

HYPERBARIC THERAPY • PHARMACY
URGENT CARE/WALK-INS

TRUE LUXURY BOARDING & DAYCARE
OUTSIDE PET PARK

GROOMING AND THERAPEUTIC BATHING

Thank you for voting us 
BEST Veterinarian & 
 BEST New Business!

An Asado Life chef prepares a dish for the 
event.

Guests enjoy a delicious meal at Asado Life.Guitarist and singer Brad Newman enter-
tains attendees.

Ocean Sole CEO Erin Smith describes her 
nonprofit’s mission.

The mouth-watering cuisine at Asado Life included Parrilla 
Roasted Prime Picanha, house-made Argentinian Malbec 
Infused Chorizo and Signature Spiced All Natural Chicken 
Thighs Chimichurri. A vegetarian option was also available.

Ocean Sole CEO Erin Smith, right, speaks with guests about 
the nonprofit’s work.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
St. Johns County Teacher of the Year Tina Hemby dances with 
an Ocean Sole sculpture as a camera rotates 360 degrees 
around her.

Guests mingle during the Art of the Possible event.

how her organization pays about 1,000 people for the many 
discarded flipflops they collect from beaches along the 
Indian Ocean and then pays about 100 Kenyan artisans to 
fashion the flip-flops into colorful animal sculptures to sell.

Ocean Sole’s mission is to clean polluted beaches, 
build conservation awareness, connect people through the 
artwork and generate funds to benefit low-income com-
munities.

The cuisine was a mixture of gaucho-inspired cooking 
methods and modern fine dining. Asado Life is located 
at 173 Shipyard Way on the shores of the San Sebastian 
River.

Sponsors for the event were GreenPointe Holdings, Old 
Town Trolley Tours, Leonard’s Photography, All American 
Air Charitable Foundation, The Volen Group — Keller 
Williams Luxury International and Grand Canyon Univer-
sity.

Event
Continued from 1

Guests have a bit of fun with a foam shark prop for a special 
photograph.
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St. Augustine’s Most Delicious 
Week of Food & Wine

May 8 - 12, 2024

Over 300 VARIETIES OF WINE, BEER + SPIRITS TASTINGS  
AT THE GRAND TASTING!!

*Multiple varieties from each exhibitor sampled, additional beverages added daily

DON’T MISS THE “TASTE OF TALLAHASSEE” AND  
“CHAMPIONS BRAND CRAFT BREWS ALLEY!”

Get your tickets now 
and SAVE $10! 
ON FRIDAY & 

SATURDAY EVENTS 
WITH PROMO CODE: PVR10 

*limited tickets available, expires 5/10/24.

StAugustineFoodAndWineFestival.com
Partners

RIVER WALK TASTINGS
5/8/24, San Sebastian Winery & 
Homewood Suites San Sebastian

HARVEST AWARDS & 
TASTINGS

5/9/24, Bozard Lincoln

EPICUREAN MASTER CLASSES
5/10/24,  

Publix At Village Commons

SMOKE ON THE WALK
5/10/24, World Golf Village

Saturday, Grand Tasting
Publix Cooking Demo Stage,  

5/11/24, Celebrity Chef, Tiffany Derry

SATURDAY, GRAND TASTING
5/11/24, World Golf Village

SUNDAY, MOTHER’S DAY JAZZ BRUNCH
5/12/24, St. Johns County Convention Center 

(Family Friendly event)

Tickets 
Include ALL 
Culinary &  

Beverage Tastings! 

Don’t miss the People’s Choice  at the Grand Tasting!
SATURDAY PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS INCLUDE:

official 
charity 
partner
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(904) 739-1626
www.anitavining.com

STUNNING OCEANFRONT CONDO  
IN PONTE VEDRA BEACH

Contact me today to start the search for your dream home!
SPECIALIZING IN WATERFRONT PROPERTIES ALONG THE 

ST. JOHN’S RIVER & THE ATLANTIC COASTLINE

 173 Sea Hammock Way #173, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
2 BR/2 BA | 1,381sf | Offered for $1,275,000

• Oceanfront Bliss: Listen to the soothing sounds of waves against the shore and enjoy 
stunning sunrise views right from corner first floor unit. Complex spans 14 acres of oceanfront.

• Spacious Living: With two bedrooms and two baths, this unit provides ample space for 
relaxation and entertainment. NEWLY installed HVAC w/10 yr warranty.

• Private Garage: One-car detached garage ensures convenience at your back door and 
security for your vehicle and storage.

• Resort Amenities: Indulge in the ultimate coastal lifestyle with access to a sparkling pool, spa, 
tennis courts, pickleball, basketball, and convenient beach walkovers for effortless seaside 
strolls.

• Clubhouse: Host gatherings or simply unwind in the beautiful clubhouse, perfect for 
socializing with neighbors or enjoying quiet moments of reflection.

Love Trasca & Co. as
much as we do?

Scan the QR code to join our
rewards program to get

updates like this sent right
to your phone!

Tap into your OG ways and
clip this coupon to enjoy
during your next visit to

Trasca & Co.

$5 off a
Pizza Plus

Panino

pizza plus paninopizza plus paninothe originalthe original

This year is the Year of the Panino.
Our iconic dish is turning 50 years old.

Get a taste of how it started.

Valid for in-store purchase at
Trasca & Co. or PV Taproom
only. Expires May 31st, 2024.

New apartments expand workforce housing options
The highly anticipated grand open-

ing of Flagler Crossing at St. Augustine 
Apartments took place on Thursday, April 
18, marking a significant milestone in the 
journey toward more accessible housing 
in St. Johns County.

Developed by Jacksonville-based Cor-
ner Lot, this project not only showcases 
a commitment to quality living spaces 
but also underscores the pressing need 
for workforce housing solutions in one of 
America’s fastest-growing communities.

The grand opening celebrated phase 
one of Flagler Crossing, which consists 
of 330 units spread out over 11 buildings. 
A hundred of those units are designated 
as workforce housing, which means ten-
ants can receive reduced rent for those 
units based on their income level.

Throughout the project, there will be 
no less than 150 units dedicated to work-
force and affordable housing. The AMI 
(Average Median Income) associated 
with these units will range between 80% 
of the AMI and 10% below the market. 
At least 50 of the units will be set aside 
in perpetuity. The remaining units will be 
available for a minimum of three years.

Each unit features granite countertops 
throughout, stainless steel appliances, a 
full-size washer and dryer, custom cabi-
netry, luxury vinyl tile in all areas except 
bedrooms, a single basin sink and subway 

tile kitchen backsplash.
All residents will have access to a 

resident lounge in the clubhouse, a resort-
style swimming pool with cabanas, a 24-
hour indoor/outdoor fitness center, scenic 
views of the San Sebastian River from 
outdoor lounge areas, Luxor One package 
lockers and EV charging stations.

Flagler Crossing Apartments represents 

a culmination of years of collaboration 
between Corner Lot and the community. 
With a vision to provide sustainable and 
affordable housing options, Corner Lot 
has crafted this development to cater 
to the diverse needs of St. Augustine 
residents.

“Workforce housing is not only a buzz-
word in our industry, but it’s become a 

part of our passion in building up our city 
and its surroundings,” said Andy Allen, 
Corner Lot CEO. “Having an amazing 
option along the San Sebastian River near 
downtown St. Augustine, we feel like we 
have knocked this one out of the park in 
partnership with the city and our commu-
nity. Thanks to all of our partners, inves-
tors and especially my team. Onward to 
Phase Two!”

The importance of workforce housing 
cannot be overstated in St. Johns County, 
where, like other fast-growing communi-
ties across the country, the cost of living 
continues to rise. Through initiatives like 
the Live Local Program, Flagler Crossing 
Apartments aims to provide essential sup-
port to local essential workers like first 
responders, medical staff and teachers. 
This enables them to live closer to their 
workplaces and fosters a stronger sense 
of community.

Corner Lot recognized the team at 
Group 4 Design Inc. for their design 
work and Summit Contracting Group for 
their dedication in bringing this project to 
fruition.

The grand opening celebration featured 
guided tours of the apartments, remarks 
from community leaders and an opportu-
nity to connect some of the residents who 
call Flagler Crossing home, along with 
the team behind the project.

Contributed photo
Local officials cut the ribbon on Flagler Crossing.
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TRUNK SHOW 3 DAYS ONLY
IN HONOR OF

FEATURING JEWELRY BY

REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE ON HAND WITH THE

SPRING 2024 COLLECTION

THURSDAY & FRIDAY MAY 2ND & 3RD

SSHOW HOURS 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SATURDAY, MAY 4TH

SHOW HOURS 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

THE SHOPPES OF PONTE VEDRA

10% of Show Proceeds will be donated to Angelwood.

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406

San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

www.underwoodjewelers.com

Alligator Farm marks Earth Day with 
‘Party for the Planet’

Residents install hundreds 
of new plants to benefit 

native wildlife

By Jennie Flinn

More than 300 people showed up for 
“Party for the Planet” at the St. Augustine 
Alligator Farm Zoological Park on Satur-
day, April 20. Instead of marveling over 
impressive reptiles, the partygoers mean-
dered through Camp Croc, a somewhat-un-
known area of the farm, as part of a global 
celebration held just before Earth Day.

Other than the large oak trees providing 
the perfect canopy of shade and a small 
wildflower garden, there had never been 
much to see in Camp Croc, an area used for 
field trips, camps and community events. 
But “Party for the Planet” provided an 
opportunity to enhance the landscape by 
adding hundreds of native plants.

With an “if you build it, they will come” 
philosophy, the Alligator Farm used the 
event to enlist help from the community. 
People showed up ready to get their hands 
dirty and install native plants. In return for 
their efforts, attendees got to take home 
some of these beneficial plant species. 

“Today was a big success,” said Trevor 
Mia, the Alligator Farm’s curator of educa-
tion. “With help from the public, we got 
all of the new, Florida-friendly and native 
plants in the ground. While exotic plants 
thrive in Florida’s climate, they do not 
provide the necessary resources for native 
animals to survive. We wanted to add 
mostly native species to create hotspots for 
pollinators, such as butterflies and birds.”

The event included fun, hands-on 
activity stations for all age levels. Kids 
decorated “toad abodes,” which are spaces 
for amphibians to seek shelter. While they 
were busy adding artwork to their houses, 
Alligator Farm educator Taylor Evans 
explained how the houses would provide a 
safe space for native species like the South-
ern toad and oak toad, and maybe even the 
Southern leopard frog after a big rain. 

Other giveaways included nature 
journals, pencils containing seeds that can 
be “planted” when they get too short for 
writing, native plant seeds with terra cotta 
starter pots, stuffed animal indigo snakes 
and even bird-friendly frozen hot choco-
late. 

Mia said he met one family from Penn-
sylvania, but most were local.

“A lot of people came specifically for 
this event and were eager to learn more 
about plants and our native species and 
get to take some home to try in their own 
yards,” he said. 

The Freeney family drove down from 
Fernandina Beach and helped install 
several tropical sage plants, a favorite of 

butterflies, hummingbirds and other pol-
linators.

“We recently moved here from Hawaii, 
so we are just starting to learn all about 
Florida’s native plants,” said Karri Freeney. 

In addition to the Alligator Farm stations, 

there were booths highlighting partnerships 
that help the farm continue the education 
component of its conservation mission. 

Kelly Tesiero, founder of Nurture Nature 
and a landscape designer, had a table 
adorned with wildflowers, enticing guests 

to stop by and learn how to propagate 
plants and transform a basic backyard into 
a flower-filled space that attracts birds and 
butterflies. She showed people how to plant 

EARTH DAY  continues on Page 12
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!
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VETERANS 
SPECIALS
FREE

• COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
• COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
• PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
• 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL
 PROSTHETICS AND IMPLANTS

*Restrictions apply. Call for details.

PREVENTIVE SERVICES
• Free Comprehensive Exam
• Free X-rays
• Free adult cleaning (2)

PROSTHETIC SERVICES: 20% OFF
• Complete Dentures
• Full Arch Implant Dentures
 (Fixed Hybrid Denture)
• Overdenture (Removable 

Snap-in Denture)
• Partial Dentures

• Crowns
• Veneers
• Bridges
• Implant Crown and Abutment
• Occlusal Night Guards

SURGICAL SERVICES
• Simple tooth extraction: $150
• Surgical tooth extraction $250
• Implant placement: 20% OFF
• Bone grafting: 25% OFF
• Tissue grafting: 25% OFF

*Sedation services, sleep apnea 
appliances,Botox and fillers not included. 

Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

swamp twinflower, a blooming and shade-
loving groundcover that will perform well 
under the oaks. 

Leading up to Saturday’s event, Tesiero 
had been tasked with completely reimag-
ining two acres within Camp Croc. She 
creatively repurposed two old boats and 
a large crocodile tail prop from a former 

display at the Alligator Farm. She incorpo-
rated flowing pathways and selected plants 
that show how native species can look 
beautiful, bring in more wildlife and re-
quire less care than traditional ornamentals. 
More than 700 plants were added to the 
area as part of Tesiero’s vision for guests to 
explore nature.

“Camp Croc is even more magical now, 
and it will be a great place for children and 
adults to connect to nature and learn about 
easy backyard conservation measures that 

have a positive impact on the environ-
ment,” Tesiero said. 

St. Johns County Parks and Recreation 
Department also had knowledgeable repre-
sentatives at “Party for the Planet.”

Supervisor of Outdoor Recreation Kelly 
Ussia and naturalist Will Pate conducted 
gardening demonstrations and assisted 
people with adding vegetable plants into 
raised planter boxes. They explained how 
to use the county’s website to register for 
kayak trips, beach walks, nature journaling 

classes and other outdoor adventures, as 
well as a special workshop on May 18 with 
Nurture Nature on how to propagate native 
plants to boost biodiversity.

Of course, no Alligator Farm event 
would be complete without live animals! 
Everyone made time to see Bowser, a 
female gopher tortoise that is one of the 
farm’s ambassador animals, educating 
people about the importance of protecting 

Earth Day
Continued from 11

Trevor Mia, St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park curator of education, carries native 
cordgrass plants to be added during ‘Party for the Planet’ on Saturday, April 20. More than 
130 facilities across North America threw a ‘Party for the Planet.’ All participating zoos and 
aquariums are accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), and the Alligator 
Farm has been accredited since 1989. 

Alligator Farm educator Taylor Evans, left, shows off toad abodes created with Ponte Vedra 
residents Mary Flinn, center, and Quinn Ruppert. Kids were able to take home these amphibian 
habitats to put in their own yards and provide shelter for native species such as the Southern 
toad, oak toad or leopard frog.

Photos by Jennie Flinn via Instagram, @pluffmudgirl

EARTH DAY  continues on Page 13
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

2152 FOREST HOLLOW WAY | ST. JOHNS, FL | $795,000
LISTED BY PATTY LI - 904.838.3484

369 N. SEA LAKE LN. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL | $2,050,000
LISTED BY SUZIE CONNOLLY - 904.234.8812

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty. Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

5  BEDROOMS  |  3.5 BATHS  |  2,878 SQ. FT.

FEATURED PROPERTIES

5  BEDROOMS  |  4 BATHS  |  3,957 SQ. FT.

SALTWATER POOL WALK OR BIKE TO THE BEACH

this keystone species whose burrows are 
utilized by more than 300 different animals. 

Eastern indigo snakes were also popular 
with Saturday’s visitors. They’ve been 
listed as “threatened” since 1978 under the 
Endangered Species Act, so it was a rare 
opportunity to see one up close and learn 

how the Alligator Farm is helping them 
recover. 

What began in the late 1800s as a small 
exhibition of Florida reptiles, the farm has 
grown into a thriving zoological park with 
a focus on conservation and education. 
There’s no need to worry if you missed 
“Party for the Planet” because the Alliga-
tor Farm will continue to hold events that 
make it fun to learn about native species 
and why it’s important to protect and 

restore their natural habitats.
The following partners supported and 

contributed to “Party for the Planet”: 
Florida Wildflower Foundation, St. Johns 
County Parks and Recreation Department, 
Nurture Nature founder Kelly Tesiero, 
Southern Horticulture and Kaiser’s Deli. 
Funding for Saturday’s event was provided 
by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
and Disney’s Conservation Fund.

Earth Day
Continued from 12

The Freeney family of Fernandina Beach (from left: Croix, Karri, Violet and Steve) were excited 
to participate in the Alligator Farm’s ‘Party for the Planet’ on Saturday, April 20. The family 
recently moved from Hawaii and helped install native tropical sage plants that benefit native 
pollinators.

Nurture Nature founder Kelly Tesiero, left, gives Tony Nelson of Amelia Island a quick lesson on 
propagation during ‘Party for the Planet’ on April 20 at the St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoo-
logical Park. More than 700 plants were installed as part of Tesiero’s vision for the farm’s Camp 
Croc area, including many native firebush and tropical sage to give visitors special encounters 
with hummingbirds, butterflies and other native pollinators.

Photos by Jennie Flinn via Instagram, @pluffmudgirl

The Alligator Farm received and 
has held its Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums (AZA) accredita-
tion since 1989. AZA is an accred-
iting body that oversees the stan-
dards of animal wellbeing in the 
Americas, and their accreditation 
is considered the gold standard of 

animal care in the world. 
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S A L E S  G A L L E R Y  N O W  O P E N  |  NO CDD FEES

TURN OVER A NEW LEAF TURN OVER A NEW LEAF 
ON 55+ LIVINGON 55+ LIVING

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, 
o� ers, and availability are subject to change without notice. Please see sales 
associate for more details. Dream Finders Homes LLC. CBC1252734

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

CALL TO SET AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
80 Charter Oaks Drive | St. Augustine, FL 32092
ReverieAtSilverleaf.com | 386.356.5800
West of I-95 between County Road 210 
and State Road 16 at St. Johns Parkway

Visit us at the Reverie at Silverleaf Sales Gallery to discover how we’re 
taking the active adult lifestyle of your dreams and elevating it to an 
all-new level. This gated 55+ community is brimming with endless 
recreational amenities and social activities, and low-maintenance 

single-family homes and paired villas … all just a quick golf cart ride 
from Silverleaf’s shopping, healthcare, dining and conveniences.

NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES & PAIRED VILLAS FROM THE $390s

In The Heart Of St. Johns County’s 
Best-Selling Community

Valley Girls Golf League hosts 
event at TPC Sawgrass

The Valley Girls Golf League held its annual women’s 
member tournament at TPC Sawgrass on April 2. Both 
18-hole and 9-hole twosomes competed for low gross 
and low net prizes. The theme was Winner, Winner, 
Chicken Dinner which included a wonderful chicken 
dinner to go along with the golf play.

Contributed photos

Jane Rollinson and Meghan Heinshon. Gina Fishman and Kim Ordono. Jane Maxwell, Denise Bench, Dot Peck and Michelle DuFresne.

Lori Adams, Jackson Koenig and Shane Estock.
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352-262-7313
1208 County Rd 315 Melrose, FL 32666

www.rooterville.org

Rooterville
ANIMAL SANCTUARY

Looking for 
something fun to do? 

Come on out to Rooterville Animal 
Sanctuary and book a cow cuddle 

experience for the BEST time!

Dog adoption, jewelry take center stage during trunk show
Underwood Jewelers and Ayla’s Acres teamed up to host a David Yurman trunk show to benefit the no-kill animal shelter. The events included a cocktail reception with special 

guest Loretta Swit, known for her performance on the comedy T.V. series M*A*S*H, on April 18 at the Underwood Ponte Vedra Beach location.
A dog adoption event was then held in the Underwood Jewelers parking lot on April 20, also at the Ponte Vedra Beach location.  

Photos by Susan Griffin

Contributed photo
John Rutkowski and Loretta Swit. Contributed photo

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?
For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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Please Consider 
Donating $140 
For Our  
140th Year!
danielkids.org 
904.296.1055

YOUR DONATION CAN
• supply counseling for 

abused children
• connect neglected children 

with foster families
• provide homeless teens 

with shelter and support
• strengthen and reunify 

high-risk families

You can make an immediate impact 
for local children who have been 
abused or neglected by giving 
to Daniel during Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Our agency has 
spent 140 years helping children 
heal and create brighter futures.

HELP KIDS HEAL
By Supporting Daniel 

Rotary joins Earth Day beach cleanup
The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach took part in the Earth Day cleanup event at 

Jacksonville Beach hosted by Beaches Go Green. Some students from the club’s Early-
Act program also joined the initative.

Contributed photos
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Your donation of just $10 a month or $100
annually will provide a homeless child or
teen with safe shelter, vital services and

meals  for 3 nights.
VISIT WWW.STFRANCISSHELTER.ORG

Click on the Kare for Kids button to join

No child should
spend a night 
on the street...

Kare      Kidsfor
YOU CAN 

Kare for Kids!

Make a difference
in the lives of the
homeless youth

and children at St.
Francis House
and Port in the

Storm by joining
Kare for Kids.

There are children in our community who do not know
where they will sleep tonight. No child or teenager

should spend the night on the streets. You can help!
Become a member of the Kare for Kids program. Visit
our website at www.stfrancisshelter.org to sign up.  

Save a kid today!

From leaking roofs, failing septic 
systems, plumbing leaks, and 
electrical issues to flooring and 
drywall repairs, the health and 
safety of our community is our 
number one priority.

Go to www.sjhp.org to give, 
volunteer or help in anyway.

 525 West King Street, St. Augustine
(904) 824-0902 | www.sjhp.org

OUR PARTNER

WE HELP FAMILIES

Betty Griffin 
Center awarded 

alliance grant
The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic Al-

liance has announced the recipient of 
its 2023-24 grant. Kelly Franklin, CEO 
of Betty Griffin Center, is pictured here 
accepting grant funds from alliance 
board members Jodi Furr, Joan Davey 
and Annemieke Holder at the alliance’s 
general meeting on Feb. 8. The funds will 
support the center’s Rape Crisis Unit at 
Flagler Hospital.

The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic Alli-
ance awards an annual $10,000 grant to a 
501(c)3 organization in St. Johns County 
or a 501(c)3 organization that serves 
the beaches area including Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Jacksonville Beach, Neptune 
Beach or Atlantic Beach. The alliance 
is accepting applications for its 2024-
25 grant from May 1 through June 30. 
Inquire at pvwca.org.

Chemo Noir One Mile, wine 
tasting takes to the beach June 15
By Anthony Richards

The 2024 Chemo Noir One Mile and Wine 
Tasting event is scheduled for June 15 with the 
race beginning at 10:30 a.m. near the Jackson-
ville Beach Pier.

Check-in for the race will be from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:15 a.m. and will take place at Casa Ma-
rina in Jacksonville Beach.

The race route will consist of a half-mile run 
or walk, depending on preference down the 
beach and then the half-mile return trip back to 
the start/finish line.

As has become the tradition at the event, the 
halfway turn and water station will be known 
as “Tara’s Turn,” in dedication of Tara Newton 
Richardson, who was one of Chemo Noir’s first 
supporters and a valued friend of the organiza-
tion.

As the name hints, a wine tasting event will 
follow the race at the Casa Marina courtyard 
where wine samples and vendors will be from 
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The social event afterward will also be where 
the race awards and raffle winners will be an-
nounced.

All participants will receive a signature 
Chemo Noir race hat as well as merchandise 
from other participating sponsors.

Photo by Susan Griffin
This year’s Chemo Noir One Mile and Wine Tasting is scheduled for June 15.
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NO FOMO...BE A PART OF THE 
BEST LOCAL CHARITY EVENT!
HELPING CANCER FIGHTERS IN OUR COMMUNITY

2024 CHEMO NOIR 1 MILE & TASTING EVENT
Saturday, June 15th from 9:30a-1:30p @ Casa Marina 

LEARN MORE & REGISTER: chemonoirrace.com

Travon Walker Foundation looks to expand into North Florida
By Anthony Richards

Jacksonville Jaguars linebacker Travon 
Walker has always been thankful for the 
life he had growing up and the support he 
had from both his family and residents that 
make up the small town of Thomaston, 
Georgia.

He credits his hometown for helping to 
make him who he is today, both as a foot-
ball player and a person, and when he was 

thinking about starting the Travon Walker 
Foundation after his rookie season in the 
NFL, he knew he wanted children to be the 
focus of the organization.

“The main thing growing up in a small 
community is that I know how it takes a 
village of support,” Walker said. “I knew I 
wanted to give back that support that I got 
to the kids now.”

The goal of the non-profit organization 
is to provide environments for children 

to identify their strengths and their pas-
sions and direct them toward that through 
encouragement and support.

Although starting a foundation had been 
something he had tossed around in his 
mind for a while, he made it official fol-
lowing his rookie season with the Jackson-
ville Jaguars and he is proud of what his 
foundation has been able to do in slightly 
more than a year.

According to Walker, using his status as 

a professional football player is something 
that he is fully aware of and understands 
that it is a powerful platform that he can 
use to truly make a difference.

“Where I come from there just aren’t too 
many people that make it big and have the 
tools to give back like this,” Walker said.

The Travon Walker Foundation has 
held several events in Walker’s hometown 

Free youth football camps are one of the ways the Travon Walker Foundation looks to give 
back.

Contributed photos
Thanksgiving and back-to-school drives have been held by the foundation.

FOUNDATION  continues on Page 20
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and in Georgia, including offering free 
football camps and doing back-to-school 
and Thanksgiving drives to make sure 
children and families have the materials 
and foods they need.

A free youth football camp is scheduled 
for June 15 in Thomaston, Georgia, with 

the goal of providing hands-on instruction 
in a positive and leadership-filled environ-
ment.

“It’s the small things that can take some 
of the stress away for people and mean 
everything,” Walker said.

He also has an eye on the founda-
tion’s future which includes expanding 
with more events in Jacksonville and the 
Northeast Florida area to go along with 
the efforts in Georgia.

“To see the smiles on the faces of 
those the foundation helps is everything,” 
Walker said. “They don’t even have to say 
anything, you know because their expres-
sions tell you everything. Jacksonville is 
the next place I want to spread this love 
and joy.”

According to Walker, he also sees the 
foundation eventually reaching the point 
where they venture into going beyond just 
children but also helping provide job aids 

for adults looking for work.
Just as when Walker was growing up 

his family continues to be by his side and 
supporting him in everything he does, 
including the foundation.

“Without my family I don’t think I 
could run my foundation,” Walker said. 
“My family and I are a collective one 
and we’ve come together along with our 
communities to give back to the places we 
call home.”

Foundation 
Continued from 19

Contributed photo
The Travon Walker Foundation is looking to expand into Jacksonville and North Florida to 
accompany its work in Georgia.

Humane society looks for help with influx of kittens
By Anthony Richards

The Jacksonville Humane Society is 
asking for the community’s help in saving 
the lives of underage kittens. 

So far in 2024, JHS has taken in 407 
kittens, and 236 of those came in the last 
30 days.

The humane society has served an ad-
ditional 121 kittens and 17 mother cats 
through its Kitten Krusader program.

However, there are ways that the public 
can help, the first and perhaps most vital 
role that can be played is by being a tem-
porary foster parent by bringing kittens 
into their homes and raising them until 
they are eight weeks old. 

At eight weeks, the kittens will go back 
under the care of the humane society, and 
they will be offered up for adoption by 
the public. JHS provides all medical care 
along with food and other supplies. 

Foster homes save the lives of kittens of 
all ages, as some kittens are too young to 
eat on their own and require feeding from 
human helpers every few hours. 

Others are able to eat on their own and 
just need socialization from humans, es-
pecially if the goal is to get them adopted, 
it is key to get them used to being around 
and associating with humans.

Occasionally kittens will come to the 
shelter with their mother and a foster 
home provides a safe place for her to 

raise her kittens with minimal interven-
tion from the foster family. No matter the 
age, foster homes provide the supervision 
and care needed for kittens to survive and 
thrive.  

Generally, the younger the kitten is the 
more supervision and care is required by a 
foster parent. 

Older kittens do not need constant care 
but still benefit from the comfort of a 
home rather than being in the shelter envi-

ronment until they are of adoptable age.
JHS encourages people interested in 

adopting a kitten to consider fostering as 
well. 

Foster families receive special perks, 
including their “pick of the litter” to adopt 
a kitten in their foster care once they are 
of age and a waived adoption fee for their 
first kitten adoption.

“This is our busiest time of year for kit-
tens, and it isn’t going to slow down any 

time soon,” said Jacksonville Humane 
Society CEO Denise Deisler. “However, 
there is no place like Jacksonville when 
it comes to helping pets in need. We are 
excited to welcome new volunteer foster 
parents to this amazing community of 
helpers.” 

Community members are also asked 
to remember “don’t kitnap,” which is a 
slogan used by the humane society that 
highlights recommendations when kittens 
are found.

In many cases, it is a person’s first in-
stinct to grab the kitten and take it home, 
but JHS advises to stop, watch and wait 
for the mother cat to return. 

A kitten’s best chance at survival is 
to stay with its mother cat; she is likely 
nearby and waiting for you to leave. 
Information with the “don’t kitnap” cam-
paign can be found on the JHS website at 
jaxhumane.org.

Community members who are not able 
to foster but still want to help kittens in 
need are encouraged to donate kitten care 
items to JHS. 

The most-needed items can be viewed 
and ordered directly from the JHS Ama-
zon wish list and shipped to the shelter. 
The wish list can be found on the website.

For information on becoming a foster 
parent, donating, or adopting, go to jaxhu-
mane.org or call 904-725-8766.

Contributed photo
So far in 2024, the Jacksonville Humane Society has taken in 407 kittens, and 236 of those 
came in the last 30 days.

The Grazie Gala

Saturday, October 5, 2024

Join Mission House for our second annual Grazie Gala where we look
forward to a night of dancing, refreshments, games and community as we

celebrate our victories of 2024 and share our goals for 2025. 
Tickets will be available soon through our website, and will support our vital

Crisis Care and Clinic Programs, providing essential services of meals,
showers, case management and healthcare to our most vulnerable neighbors. 

The Yards at TPC Sawgrass
254 Alta Mar Dr, 

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
6 - 9 PM
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SAWGRASS MARRIOTTSAWGRASS MARRIOTT
Saturday, August 17th I 5:30 - 11 PMSaturday, August 17th I 5:30 - 11 PM

Ponte  Vedra  Beach ,  FLPonte  Vedra  Beach ,  FL   

Join us for a celebration in support of children, adults,Join us for a celebration in support of children, adults,  
and families living with developmental differences.and families living with developmental differences.  

To Sponsor or Purchase Tickets 
AngelwoodJax.org/Celebration

Friends of The Amp mark 15 years
The St. Augustine Amphitheatre is a 

state-of-the-art, internationally recognized 
performing arts venue consistently ranked 
amongst the top amphitheaters worldwide. 
Musical icons including Bob Dylan, Stevie 
Nicks, John Legend, Robert Plant, Aretha 
Franklin, Willie Nelson, Bonnie Raitt and 
hundreds more have taken the stage. Lo-
cally, a group of volunteers has been work-
ing to bring greater visibility and usage by 
the community.

The Friends of the St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre (FOSAA) is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 
tax-exempt organization created in 2009 
that is committed to keeping The Amp a 
place where residents are welcome – a mis-

sion that is now in its 15th year.
“FOSAA has been privileged to not just 

witness but contribute to the tremendous 
success of the St. Augustine Amphitheatre,” 
says Mark Ramirez, president of the FO-
SAA Board of Directors. “While The Amp 
is known internationally for being a top-rate 
music venue, our mission is to ensure that it 
remains an accessible asset to the commu-
nity that has built, renovated and sup-
ported it. Generations of St. Augustinians 
have foundational memories that include 
attending the historic ‘Cross and Sword’ 
show, tasting fresh produce at the markets, 
or learning an instrument at our summer 
camps. FOSAA looks forward to inspiring 

new generations.”
FOSAA was founded by the late Marc 

and Carol Gladstone, the late Jack Wentz, 
Barb Wentz and Dottie Acosta, who later 
served as president and is a lifetime mem-
ber. They built the group from the ground 
up, with a vision to help improve the St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre as a destination 
for headline musicians while preserving the 
space for community enjoyment.

FOSAA awards grants to nonprofit orga-
nizations and schools wishing to rent The 
Amp for their events or to bring children 
to cultural events there, free of charge. It 
sponsors two annual summer camps for 
children: the Music and Art Camp for el-

ementary school and Camp Rock for middle 
and high school students.

Additionally, the group sponsors, funds 
and presents events like movie nights, com-
munity concerts and high school gradua-
tions; distributes complimentary tickets to 
nonprofits serving local families in crisis; 
and provides financial grants to music and 
art teachers in Title 1 schools for supplies 
and instruments.

FOSAA operates independently from The 
Amp but enjoys a close, collaborative rela-
tionship. The group was pivotal in enhanc-
ing The Backyard Stage, providing funding 

Contributed photos

THE AMP  continues on Page 24
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A not-for-profit agency sponsored by  
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org 
or call us at 904.260.1818.

Whether you or a loved one needs a place to heal or a place 

to call home, River Garden is where you’ll find friendships, 

caring and support. For 78 years, we’ve maintained the 

highest quality services while evolving our programs to 

meet the ever-changing needs of older adults.

Adult Day Program 

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care 

Outpatient Rehabilitation  

Short-Stay Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Independent Living

connection topurpose
Creekside High Engineering Club 
preparing future industry leaders; 

cultivating a culture of service
Kevin Davenport and the Creekside 

High Engineering Club are regular volun-
teers with the St. Johns Housing Partner-
ship (SJHP). Building ramps and helping 
rehab homes for the elderly, veterans and 
disabled is just part of their story.

“Kevin is one of our biggest supporters. 
He has responded when a call goes out to 
help us fulfill our mission. He organizes 
and brings the Engineering Club members 
out in force to really make a difference in 
our community,” noted SJHP Executive 
Director Bill Lazar.

Davenport has been organizing volun-
teer teams of students wearing shirts that 
say “Live Generously” to work on SJHP 
projects for 14 years. “

“The volunteer experience not only of-
fers students firsthand experience, but also 
instills a culture of service that stays with 
many of them throughout their personal 
and professional lives,” noted Davenport, 
a teacher at Creekside in the Engineering 
and Environmental Science Academy.

He is the sponsor of the Engineering 
Club. He also works after school with the 
ACE mentoring program, FIRST Robot-
ics Team 8775, National Technical Honor 
Society, Interact Club and Society of 
Women in Engineering.

Two of Davenport’s former students 
at Creekside, Dylan Scanlon and Gavin 
Glocke, are enjoying success in their 
chosen fields.

Scanlon said he always knew he wanted 
to be in design or engineering. He was 
in one of Creekside’s first graduating 
classes. Davenport became his instructor 
in his junior year.

“The program was more centered 
on civil engineering in those days. We 
learned AutoCAD. I was able to get an 
internship with Matthews DCCM Design 
Group between my junior and senior 
years,” remembers Scanlon.

He went to work for Matthews after 
graduation. The firm collaborated with 
him on achieving his educational goals. 

He attended Florida State College at 
Jacksonville and the University of North 
Florida where he received his civil engi-
neering degree.

Scanlon stayed connected with Daven-
port, looking for ways he could help and 
give back. He volunteers with the Ace 
Mentor program at Creekside and Pedro 
Menendez High School.

A project engineer at Matthews, 
Scanlon works on projects ranging from 
stormwater, roadway improvements and 
other commercial, residential and hospi-
tality designs.

“My time and experience at Creekside 
prepared me for where I am today. The 
academy gave me a basic knowledge of 
civil engineering,” he said.

Glocke is in his last semester at UCF 
in Orlando, graduating next month. He 
chose UCF because of his interest in the 
aerospace industry.

“I have always had an interest in math 
and science and felt engineering was the 
way to go. I joined the academy in my 
first year. That is when I heard about the 
Engineering Club,” Glocke said.

He was part of most of the ramp 
projects the club built for the St. Johns 
Housing Partnership during his four years 
at Creekside.

“Ramp projects allow you to go 
through an entire building process includ-
ing removing old ramps. Building ramps 
for people with disabilities and the elderly 
gave us experience in cutting the wood, 
digging the post holes, and making sure 
making sure the construction was level 
and sturdy.

Glocke said he also enjoyed being 
part of Project Innovation while in high 
school. Teams would brainstorm innova-
tive ideas turning them into a project and 
making a presentation. Valuable experi-
ence included team building and problem 
solving.

CLUB  continues on Page 24

Contributed photos
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Cocktail Reception: May 2nd, 6 - 8 PM
Trunk Show continues May 3-4th 

Reception & Trunk Show
Please join us Thursday, May 2nd, 6-8 PM for a cocktail

reception featuring jewelry by LAGOS. The trunk show will
continue through May 4th. A portion of the proceeds from

the trunk show will go right back to Angelwood! 

Underwood Jewelers, 330 A1A N Suite 204, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Benefiting

A Community of Healing

We are an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit health hospitality 
facility located on the campus of Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, FL. 
We provide affordable lodging to adult cancer and transplant 

patients and their caregivers.

Ashley and Ryan stand strong by their mother Diane’s side 
during her recovery from her treatment for lung cancer.

“The Gabriel House genuinely cares about how 
you’re feeling. The staff sets a tone of care, 

comfort, and love that you can feel throughout.”
—Diane

4599 Worrall Way • Jacksonville, FL 32224  • (904) 821-8995
Learn more at gabrielhouseofcare.org

Scan for Ways to Give

Charity motorcycle event helps veterans
When retired Staff Sgt. Karlton Berry 

experienced a career-ending training 
accident that left him paralyzed, his life 
changed abruptly and drastically. With 
the help of Hometown Hero’s Ride, his 
way forward is becoming clearer.

Created with the goal of helping North-
east Florida’s wounded warriors and vet-
erans, this year’s ride, held on Saturday, 
April 13, drew more than 320 riders and 
raised just over $63,000. These funds 
have helped Berry find the mind and the 
means to embrace life and reconnect with 

nature and himself.
“Karlton’s story is one that continues 

to inspire me,” said Mike Minter, event 
organizer and senior builder with Master-
Craft Builder Group, one of the sponsors 
of the event along with Adamec Harley-
Davidson. “He wanted to explore equine 
therapy to help him work through his 
PTSD. The process to have that approved 
through the VA can take months, some-
times longer. We believe if a veteran has 
the courage to ask for help, they should 
receive it immediately. Our scholarships 

help provide that immediate care, and it 
has been a game changer for Karlton. In 
fact, Vicki with RiseUp is the one who 
alerted us to his accessibility needs at 
home, which we were able to take care of 
right away. We’ve seen him change and 
grow into someone full of life and hope, 
and that’s what this is all about.”

With $18,000 raised through the 
Hometown Hero’s Ride being used to 
renovate Berry’s bathroom, the space 
will become wheelchair-accessible and 
provide critical therapeutic devices. 

Another $20,000 will be donated to 
HorsePlay Therapy’s RiseUp for Veterans 
to create scholarships for equine therapy, 
a tool that has been lifesaving for heroes 
battling with PTSD. The remaining funds 
will be used to assist first responders and 
military veterans injured either on or off 
the job who require mobility tools like 
wheelchair ramps and other accessibility 
needs.

Minter’s hope is that the event will 

MOTORCYCLE  continues on Page 24

Contributed photos
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER Join the “We Can Be Heroes” Team Today!

FLORIDA REGISTRATION #CH48313 A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 
AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE 
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMENDATION BY THE STATE

CALL 904-373-8817
www.wecanbeheroesfoundation.org

««
The We Can Be Heroes Foundation presents educational forums and classes on America’s history and the Constitution; hosts 
events honoring unsung heroes, first responders, community volunteers, veterans, and youth; and provides help to veterans, 
homeless and those in need.  Sponsor of the Atlantic Coast Young Marines, Veteran Groups, Filipino-American Clubs, and the  
Asian American – Pacific Islanders.  

Awarded the distinguished Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Humanitarian Award and numerous Commendations from  
government and organizations. Social media, press and online articles of our services reach countless millions. Visit our website 
at WeCanBeHeroesFoundation.org to receive invitations to our classes and events.  Join our Team or get more info with a  
Quick Contact Message to us on the website.  We Can Be Heroes is the unique all-volunteer non-profit where donations go 
directly to providing meaningful services without the typical overhead expense of salaries or rent to pay.  Founded in 2016.  

14286-19 Beach Blvd., Ste. 120 • Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

continue to grow to where they can 
financially assist four or five veterans 
each year.

“The third annual Hometown Hero’s 
Ride was special in so many ways that 
it’s hard to put into words,” said Krissy 
Barkas, executive director of Northeast 
Florida Builders Association’s Build-
ers Care. “Yes, we had a record year 
with the amount of money we raised, 
but having Staff Sergeant Karlton Berry 
there, seeing him smile and enjoy the 
day, was worth all the hard work that 
goes into putting an event of this magni-
tude together. With the funds raised this 
year, we can modify his bedroom and 
bathroom to make them both wheel-
chair-accessible and help other local 
veterans and first responders as well.” 

The Hometown Heroes Ride is an 

annual charitable motorcycle event 
in St. Johns County that supports 
selected Florida First Coast veterans 
and first responders in need. The ride 
is presented in coordination with the 
Veteran Enforcers Motorcycle Associa-
tion St. Johns County Chapter, Adamec 
Harley-Davidson of St. Augustine and 
Northeast Florida Builders Association’s 
Builders Care. To become a sponsor 
or vendor for next year’s event, taking 
place in April, or to learn more, go to 
hometownherosride.com. 

Motorcycle
Continued from 23

Contributed photos

for a new roof and stage improvements. 
Grant awards are funded by member-

ship dues from FOSAA members, corpo-

rate sponsors and other fundraisers, like 
guitar raffles. Guitar raffles will be at the 
following shows: Brothers Osborne (April 
25), Bad Religion and Social Distortion 
(April 26), Megan Moroney (May 17) and 
JJ Grey (May 25-26). Raffle tickets are 
$10 each or three for $25.

The Amp
Continued from 21

He points to Davenport’s emphasis 
on professionalism, mentoring through 
the ACE program, understanding the 
concepts of design software, and stress-
ing the importance of resume writing as 
helping shape his future success.

A summer internship as a systems en-
gineer with Northrop Grumman in Utah 
paved the way to a full-time job with the 
company after graduation. Glocke looks 

back at Creekside as the start of some-
thing good.

Engineering Academy students dive 
into a rich curriculum that exposes them 
to several branches of the field includ-
ing civil, mechanical and environmental 
engineering, as well as manufacturing, 
and robotics.

Academy students can earn top 
recognized certifications like Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA) and Manufacturing Skill 
Standards Council (MSSC), AutoCAD, 
Revit, Inventor, and SolidWorks.

Club
Continued from 22

Contributed photo
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To learn more, email EileenSeuter@SulzbacherJax.org  
or visit SulzbacherJax.org.

Presented by

May 7, 2024 • 5:30pm • Casa Marina Hotel
691 1st Street North, Jax Beach, FL

Join us as we celebrate the 15th anniversary of Sulzbacher’s 

Beaches Health Center by honoring our good friends at First 

Christian Church of the Beaches with this year’s Healthy Hero 

award! Your support means homeless and disadvantaged 

people in our community receive the healthcare they need!

Tickets & Sponsorships: SulzbacherJax.org/Fiesta2024

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS AT THE BEACHES HEA
LT

H 
CE

NT
ER

!

JOIN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST CHILDHOOD
HUNGER AND ILLITERACY!
Help us end childhood hunger and illiteracy in
Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia! Your
contribution will make an immediate impact,
allowing us to break ground and serve more
children in need.

Scan the QR code or contact us to donate 
and join the fight today!

Together, let's build hope for a brighter future! SCAN ME

www.hungerfight.org (904)374-5623 info@hungerfight.org

A Night in the Vineyard raises $175K for Monique Burr Foundation
The Monique Burr Foundation for 

Children’s annual charity fundraiser, A 
Night in the Vineyard, at SoNapa Grille 
in Jacksonville Beach raised $175,000 
during the event.  

All proceeds from A Night in the Vine-
yard supported the nonprofits prevention 
education programs, which are personal 
safety curricula that educate and empower 
youth, and the adults in their lives, with 
strategies to recognize, prevent, and 
respond to all forms of child abuse, bul-
lying, exploitation, trafficking, and other 

types of child victimization.
“We appreciate everyone who attended 

and supported the third annual A Night 
in the Vineyard fundraising event,” said 
Tanya Ramos-Puig, Monique Burr Foun-
dation CEO.  “The support enables MBF 
to provide programs that safeguard the 
promise of childhood and forge a world 
where every child thrives free of abuse 
and trauma. Prevention is not merely an 
act but a journey of relentless advocacy, 
education, and support. We are thankful 
to the many sponsors, donors and guests 

who joined us to support MBF’s mission 
to keep youth and our communities safe. 
Together, we can turn the tide against 
child abuse and work towards the hope of 
a better future that has inspired MBF for 
almost three decades.” 

MBF Programs are making a difference 
in the lives of youth, protecting them from 
bullying, digital dangers, various forms of 
abuse, exploitation, and human trafficking 
through prevention education. Over the 
last year, MBF has increased its efforts to 
ensure cost is not an obstacle or barrier 

to accessing MBF Prevention Education 
Programs and partnering with schools 
across the nation to create a culture of 
safety in their communities. 

A Night in the Vineyard guests enjoyed 
wine tastings, gourmet food by SoNapa 
Grille, conversations with winemakers 
and wine aficionados, access to live and 
silent auctions, live musical entertainment 
by the Band Be Easy, Bold City Classics 
and Nashville recording artist Colleen 
Orender, and great company, all in sup-
port of MBF’s mission to keep youth safe.  

Jennifer and Jason Ryan Ed Burr

Photos by Susan Griffin
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ALL TOURNAMENT AND CONCERT PROCEEDS BENEFIT NORTHEAST FLORIDA CHARITIES
THROUGH THE JIM & TABITHA FURYK FOUNDATION.  THANKS TO THE MORE THAN $3.5 MILLION

GENERATED, WE HAVE SUPPORTED THESE ORGANIZATIONS AND MORE!

High School 9:12 
Hope for the Holidays

Jacksonville Area Golf Association
Jacksonville Humane Society 

K9s For Warriors
K9s United

KIPP: Jacksonville Public Schools
MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation
Monique Burr Foundation for Children

North Florida Land Trust 
North Florida School of Special Education 

Beaches Habitat for Humanity
Blessings in a Backpack

Clarke Schools for Hearing and Speech 
DePaul School of Northeast Florida

Family Links
Feeding Northeast Florida

First Coast Relief Fund - Healing Jax
First Coast YMCA

First Tee of North Florida 
Generation WOW

Guardian Ad Litem Foundation 

Operation Shower
Pink Ribbon Jax

St. Johns Riverkeeper
The Foundation of Community Hospice 

& Palliative Care 
The Jericho School 

The Michelle McGann Fund
These Kids Can Play

Tom Coughlin Jay Fund
Walk Off Charities

Wolfson Children’s Hospital

JOIN US SEPTEMBER 30    OCTOBER 6thru
T i m u q u a n a  C o u n t r y  C l u b  ·  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a
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 Family-owned and operated with over 20 years of expertise

n Local moves
n Long distance moves
n Packing and Unpacking services
n Junk removal services
n Senior Move Specialist
n Storage / Warehouse available

T&E Moving and Storage, LLC
6556 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville

(904) 997-1884
TandEMovers.com 

the best move
you’ll ever make

mention this ad to receive

your total move package

Is your HVAC system ready for summer?
By Shaun Ryan

 Hot and humid weather is right around 
the corner, so this is the best time to make 
sure your HVAC system is up to the chal-
lenge.

Zach Collins, co-founder with wife 
Crissy of World’s Greatest Heating & Air, 
recommends an annual maintenance, which 
should suffice if done correctly. While no 
company can guarantee an HVAC system 
won’t eventually fail, proper maintenance is 
important.

In fact, spring and fall are the offseason, 
and many HVAC businesses will offer 
specials on the work.

One of the most important issues is duct 
leakage. Collins’ team can seal ducts from 
the inside using Aeroseal technology, which 
also removes human error from the equa-
tion.

One important thing residents can do to 
extend the life of their system is change 
the filter monthly. In fact, the better the 
filter, the more critical it is to change it. 
Dense filters trap more dust and pollen, 
but that also means they can clog up more 
frequently. And a clogged filter will restrict 
airflow, which could actually damage the 
equipment.

Collins recommends installing a one-
inch-thick filter with a MERV rating of 8.

But what should you do when your 
HVAC system stops working? Suddenly, 
the home is stiflingly hot. And homeowners 
with young babies or elderly parents will 
be tempted to react emotionally. That could 
open the door to an expensive mistake.

A system will last between 10 and 20 
years, but many homeowners take them for 
granted until a crisis hits.

“Air conditioning in this area is not 
something you want to be reactive on,” said 
Collins. “That’s when you make emotional 
decisions.”

And emotional decisions can lead to dis-
satisfaction.

It’s a good idea to consider the age of 
your equipment, whether it cools or warms 
properly, whether your energy bill seems 
high and the quality of your air is sufficient. 
Make a list of what you may need, and 
what you might like to have. Take the time 
to find a contractor you trust while every-
thing is working well; ask questions, get 
answers and approach your HVAC status 
logically. Make sure the contractor is li-
censed and insured and has received all the 
proper training to both install and service 
the equipment.

Collins highly recommends getting at 

least three estimates before having the work 
done. 

When purchasing a new system, it’s very 
important to get the right size. Numerous 
factors contribute to what professionals call 
the home’s “tonnage.” 

“If you oversize it, you won’t dehumidify 
properly,” Collins said, “and if you under-
size it, it’s not going to keep up.”

Collins, who has been working in this 
field for 26 years and is licensed in three 
states, said each state is different. If you 
were able to move a “3-ton” home from 
Northeast Florida to Arizona with the same 
orientation, square-footage and foliage, it 
might only be a “2-ton” home there.

For more information about World’s 
Greatest Heating & Air, which serves com-
munities throughout Northeast Florida, go 
to worldsgreatesthvac.com.

Owner’s suite renovation ideas to create luxury spaces
An owner’s suite is a sanctuary for 

homeowners. While the largest bedroom 
in the home typically is dubbed the 
“owner’s suite,” it cannot be classified 
as a suite unless there is an adjoining 
bathroom. An owner’s suite also may 
have many more unique features that in-
dividuals may want to incorporate into a 

remodel. Here are some ideas to consider.
• Upgraded closet: A spacious, walk-

in closet that has built-in shelves, drawers 
and rods can improve the functionality of 
the bedroom. Drawer dividers and other 
components also can optimize space. 

• Sitting area: In large suites, home-
owners may have the potential to set up 

a sitting area in one portion of the room 
away from the bed. This area can have a 
sofa, chairs, chaise, or other furniture and 
make for an ideal spot to read and lounge. 
Some people also enjoy having a televi-
sion adjacent to the sitting area.

• Fireplace: Fireplaces add a unique 
ambiance to bedrooms and make for cozy 

spaces in which to cuddle up. While a tra-
ditional, roaring wood fire is one option, 
there is much less mess and fuss with a 
gas fireplace. Some gas fireplaces may 
not even have to be vented, and they can 
be turned on with the flip of a switch.

SUITE  continues on Page 28
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Connect with us!
3139 Philips Hwy. 
Jacksonville, FL
904.396.2233

North Florida‘s
Largest Selection of Fine Furniture & Accessories 

View our showroom.

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Pacetti Road Self Storage facility opens
This week, Pacetti Road Self Storage 

opened its state-of-the-art indoor, tempera-
ture-controlled self-storage facility at 3645 
Pacetti Road, St. Augustine.

The new storage facility boasts 82,836 
square feet of leasable storage, divided 
into 644 storage units ranging from modest 
5-by-5-foot units to large 12-by-40-foot 

units.
The facility’s temperature-controlled 

storage units are an excellent option for 
those storing antiques, appliances and 
documents. Drive-up storage units are 
also available for convenient access when 
storing bulky items such as furniture. Some 
indoor units have the protection of tem-

perature control, coupled with the ease of 
access of a drive-up door.

Designed for storing large RVs and 
boats, Pacetti Road’s 14-foot-tall drive-up 
storage options have keyless, motorized 
door openers, and tenants can choose 
between depths of 30 and 40 feet to accom-
modate their needs. Other vehicle storage 

options include outdoor car, truck, trailer, 
RV and boat parking.

The facility is within the World Golf 
Village area. Given its strategic proximity 
to major highways, including Interstate 95, 
accessing the facility is straightforward and 
convenient. 

Pacetti Road Self Storage has covered 
loading and unloading areas that allow ten-
ants to move their belongings comfortably 
in any weather. The gated and fenced facil-
ity prioritizes safety with security features, 
including keypad access, 24/7 recording 
cameras, on-site management, and Nokē 
Smart Access. With Nokē Smart Access, a 
keyless entry system, tenants can use their 
smartphone as a digital key for easy access 
to storage.

Pacetti Road Self Storage simplifies the 
reservation process with user-friendly on-
line rentals. For those desiring personalized 
support, assistance is available via the web, 
by phone or by visiting the facility during 
office hours.

For more information or to reserve a 
unit, go to PacettiRoadSelfStorage.com or 
phone 904-204-9291.

Storage Asset Management (SAM), a 
full-service self-storage property manage-
ment company, oversees daily operations.   

• Luxury bath: Owners can turn the 
en suite bathroom into something out 
of a spa. A steam shower; heated floors; 
separate area for the toilet, closed off 
from the rest of the bathroom; and dual 
vanities and sinks can make this a place 
that screams luxury and comfort. Do not 
forget dimmer switches for lighting, and 
even the inclusion of some new aroma-
therapy technology for increasing the 
potential for relaxation.

Suite
Continued from 27
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“In all things of nature there is 
something of the marvelous.” – 
Aristotle

By Kathy Esfahani

The shrimp plant, or 
Justicia Brandegeeana, 
is also known as 
the Mexican shrimp 
plant or “false hop.” 
Native Americans 
believed shrimp 

plants provided protection from enemies, 
particularly during wartime. Shrimp 
plants have been used in ceremonies 
in Caribbean and South American 
countries. Today, early research suggests 
that chemicals in these plants may have 
medicinal uses. Although shrimp plants 
are native to Mexico, these tropical 
beauties grow well in Florida.

A shrimp plant has green, oval leaves 

and can grow to be two to six feet tall. 
They are available as shrubs or standards 
(a “lollipop” shaped form similar to a 
small tree with a bare trunk and round 
ball of leaves and blooms at the top). 
Shrimp plants love the heat but need 
regular watering. They may tolerate a bit 
of shade but prefer areas of full sun for 
best growth. Light pruning will remove 
long stems to prevent them from sagging 
and keep the plant looking full.

Shrimp plants earn their name from 
the elongated shape of their flower, 
resembling shrimp in the sea. They 
feature drooping blooms in pink, purple 
and white and are closely related to 
the golden shrimp plant with yellow 
blossoms. The blooms of a shrimp plant 
grow from “bracts” at the end of a stem. 
The bracts are initially white but turn 
pink with exposure to sunlight. Bracts 
continue to grow in a chain-like pattern 
until they fall off, reaching anywhere 

from a few centimeters to almost a foot 
in length!

Shrimp plants give off a “shrimpy” 
smell to attract pollinators to small white 
flowers growing out of the bracts. Once 
shrimp plants begin to bloom, they will 
produce flowers continuously throughout 
the spring, summer and fall. In our North 
Florida area (planting zone 9), the plants 
will lose their leaves in the cooler months 
of the year but come back the following 
spring.

Because of their constant colorful 
blooms, shrimp plants are an excellent 
choice for any sunny location in a 

landscape. They attract hummingbirds 
and butterflies to your yard, so place 
them where you can watch for these 
fluttering visitors.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Golden Shrimp 
Plant

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.
com for any questions or gardening tips 
you would like to see in the future. For 
more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe 
Blvd. The phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of 
Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, shares her tips for 
growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Shrimp Plants

Flower of the Week

Golden Shrimp PlantShrimp Plant Standard

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
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Conventional
Insect Screen

TruScene®

Insect Screen 

First 50 Callers 
Get A FREE TruScene® 

Screen Upgrade*

Schedule A Complimentary In-home Design Consultation & Quote!  855-830-2420 | RBAFLA.com
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30 DAY SPRING SALE

OFF All
Windows*

OFF Patio
Doors*

$0 Down, 0 Payments, 
and 0% Interest 

 for 12 MONTHS*

$300
$825

plus

PROUD PARTNER 
OF THE 

JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS

Features to consider for a relaxation-
themed bathroom remodel

Homeowners want to view their homes 
as a respite from all that goes on outside 
their doors. Indeed, turning a home into a 
residents-only retreat can ensure every-
one looks forward to walking through the 
front the door at the end of the day.

One of the more popular ways to turn 
a home into one’s own personal retreat 
is to upgrade the bathroom. A renovated 
bathroom can completely transform how 
individuals feel about their homes. The 
following are some features to consider 
when remodeling a bathroom with relax-
ation in mind.

• Open shower: An open shower is a 
visually stunning addition to any bath-
room. Such showers give a bathroom 
a more open look, thanks in part to the 
fact that these modern features do not 
feature a door or require the use of a 
shower curtain. The result is a clean look 
that many people associate with a luxury 
hotel. When speaking with a contractor 
about an open shower install, homeown-
ers can ask about a half-wall to safeguard 
against water splashing out of the shower. 
In addition, a heat lamp can help ensure 
residents stay warm until they’re ready to 
leave the bathroom.

• Heated features: Additional fea-
tures to keep everyone calm and warm 
can be considered when upgrading the 
bathroom. Radiant flooring can ensure 
everyone’s toes remain toasty, and the in-
stallation of such a feature can eliminate 

the need for floor mats and bath mats that 
some homeowners may not like. Commit 
further to the heat theme with a heated 
towel rack, which is another feature asso-
ciated with luxury hotels that can be just 
as enjoyable at home.

• Soaking tub: An open shower cre-
ates an instant feeling of luxury, but few 
things are more suggestive of relaxation 
than a soaking tub. A long day at school 
or the office or a day when winter winds 
are howling outside is made much better 
with a good a soak. The National Kitchen 
& Bath Association notes that luxury 
bathrooms featuring soaking tubs are 
wildly popular, and that vaunted status is 
undoubtedly due to the relaxing benefits 
of a good soak.

• Skylight: Even if the goal of a luxury 
bathroom is to leave the outside world 
outside, allowing some natural light 
inside is a great way to add a little extra 
calm to the room. Floor-to-ceiling win-
dows may seem appealing in brochures 
or advertisements, but such features do 
not create the sense of privacy many 
people prefer in their bathrooms. One 
or two skylights can create that sense of 
privacy and still allow for natural light to 
enter the room, making this an option that 
provides the best of both worlds.

These features and more can help 
homeowners transform their bathrooms 
into luxurious, relaxing respites from the 
outside world. 
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Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

Call/Text: 904.944.6042
O�ce: 904.380.2290 | Fax: 904.380.2323
818 A1A North, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com
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Prati Italia expansion a winner with patrons
By Shaun Ryan

In some ways, the pandemic served as 
a kind of litmus test, identifying which 
businesses had the ability and imagina-
tion to pivot in the face of adversity and 
which did not.

Among those in the former category 
is Prati Italia, a family-owned Italian 
restaurant in Jacksonville’s Town Center. 
At a time when people wanted to get 
out of the house and enjoy a good meal 
but were unable or reluctant to dine in 
enclosed areas, Prati Italia offered — cre-
ated — a solution: an outdoor pavilion 
where the air was clear and healthy and 
patrons could socialize with confidence.

The pavilion’s growth in popularity, 
post-pandemic, might be attributed to 
serendipity, but it also demonstrates fore-
sight. It has become yet another reason 
patrons are drawn to this restaurant.

“Everybody was focused on a lot of 
different things through the COVID 
time period,” said co-owner Sarah Marie 
Johnston. “A lot of the elements that 
were born out of the stresses of how to 
adapt became things that people really 
enjoyed in the long run. The response has 
been amazing.”

Not that Prati Italia didn’t already have 
outdoor seating. It’s always had a sizable 
patio and outside lounge, but Johnston 
and husband Chef Tom Gray realized 
they needed more of it.

The pavilion seats 70 for dining but 
can be configured for 100 if needed 
for groups or events. The raised deck 
features new furniture and shade screens 
and overlooks a small lake and fountain.

The restaurant’s interior is divided 
into numerous areas distributed over two 
floors. In addition to dining rooms on 
both levels, there is an upstairs lounge, 
private dining and meeting areas, bar 
areas, an open kitchen and temperature-
controlled wine cellar.

Designed by the owners and Atlanta-
based design firm ai3, the restaurant won 
the People’s Choice Award in 2016 from 
the American Institute for Architecture 
Florida for its unique, “eco-aware” and 
efficient use of space.

Gray and Johnston built and opened 
the restaurant in 2013 as Moxie Kitchen 
and Cocktails. They rebranded it Prati 
Italia in 2020. The name means Italian 
meadows, a nod to the meadowland that 
formerly occupied the property.

The menu changed with the name and 
is focused on handmade pastas and piz-
zas, though Prati Italia also serves steak, 
fish and poultry. In addition, it maintains 
a vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free 
menu.

It is open for lunch 11 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, brunch 11 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, and dinner 4:30 to 9 
p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 4:30 
to 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

Happy hour is 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. week-
days, and patrons will find craft cocktails 
and local beers among the offerings.

“We’re always trying to focus on the 
local, and handmade, handcrafted as 
much as possible,” Johnston said.

Prati Italia is located at 4972 Big Is-
land Drive, Jacksonville. To learn more, 
see the menu or make reservations, go to 
pratiitalia.com.

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Prati Italia co-owner Sarah Marie Johnston, seated, and dining room manager and group sales 
coordinator Caitlin Abel are seen in the restaurant’s pavilion.
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CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

designated Evaluation Committee or to 
the Board or any committee thereof spe-
cifically contemplated in the Request for 
Bids.
The Board reserves the right and power 
to reject any and all Bids without cause 
and to waive technical and non-technical 
or non-material defects in the Request 
for Bids or submittal of any Bid, and in 
its discretion to re-advertise the Request 
for Bids. The Board reserves the right to 
award Bids, quotes, or Proposals which 
would be in the Best Interest of the Coun-
ty. Interested vendors are advised that the 
Clay County Board of County Commis-
sioners has a local preference policy and 
Buy American policy. The complete policy 
for both can be viewed at: https://www.
claycountygov.com/government/purchas-
ing/vendor-information.
A PERSON OR AFFILIATE WHO HAS 
BEEN PLACED ON THE CONVICTED 
VENDOR LIST FOLLOWING A CONVIC-
TION FOR A PUBLIC ENTITY CRIME 
MAY NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CON-
TRACT TO PROVIDE ANY GOODS OR 
SERVICES TO A PUBLIC ENTITY, MAY 
NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CONTRACT 
WITH A PUBLIC ENTITY FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR OF A 
PUBLIC BUILDING OR PUBLIC WORK, 
MAY NOT SUBMIT BIDS ON LEASES 
OF REAL PROPERTY TO A PUBLIC 
ENTITY, MAY NOT BE AWARDED OR 
PERFORM WORK AS A CONTRACTOR, 
SUPPLIER, SUBCONTRACTOR, OR 
CONSULTANT UNDER A CONTRACT 
WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY, AND MAY 
NOT TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH ANY 
PUBLIC ENTITY IN EXCESS OF THE 
THRESHOLD AMOUNT PROVIDED IN 
SECTION 287.017, FLORIDA STATUTES, 
FOR CATEGORY TWO FOR A PERIOD 
OF 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
BEING PLACED ON THE CONVICTED 
VENDOR LIST.
Legal 106589 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

BURGART ENTERPRISES TOWING 
INC. gives notice that on 05/03/2024 at 
12:00 PM the following vehicles(s) may be 
sold by public sale at 4360 CR 218 MID-
DLEBURG, FL 32068 to satisfy the lien 
for the amount owed on each vehicle for 
any recovery, towing, or storage services 
charges and administrative fees allowed 
pursuant to Florida statute 713.78.
2HGFC2F51GH552520 2016 HOND
Legal 106587 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE

SCOTT'S AFFORDABLE TOWING INC 
gives Notice to sell the
following vehicles for towing and storage 
lien on
May 2, 2024, at 10:00 AM at
2909 BLANDING BLVD MIDDLEBURG, 
FL 32068,
pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.
2003 Acura ID# 19UUA56973A026967
Legal 106583 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF MEETING 
FOR MAGNOLIA 

WEST COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the Board of 
Supervisors (“Board”) of the Magnolia 
West Community Development District 
(“District”) will hold a meeting on May 7, 
2024 at 3:30 p.m. at the Magnolia West 
Amenity Center located at 3490 Can-
yon Falls Drive Green Cove Springs, FL 
32043.
A copy of the agenda may be obtained 
by contacting the District Manager, c/o 
Rizzetta & Company, Inc, 3434 Colwell 
Avenue, Suite 200, Tampa, FL 33614 
(“District Manager’s Office”) on the 
District’s website www.magnoliawestcdd.
org or by emailing the District Manager at 
BPfuhl@rizzetta.com and/or by telephon-
ing 904-436-6270 during normal business 
hours. The meetings are open to the pub-
lic and will be conducted in accordance 
with the provisions of Florida law for com-
munity development districts. The meet-
ings may be continued to a date, time, 
and place to be specified on the record at 
such meeting.
There may be occasions when one or 
more Supervisors or staff will participate 
by telephone. Pursuant to provisions of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, any 
person requiring special accommodations 
at this meeting because of a disability or 
physical impairment should contact the 
District Office at (904) 436-6270 at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting. If you are 
hearing or speech impaired, please con-
tact the Florida Relay Service by dialing 
7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) / 1-800-
955-8770 (Voice), for aid in contacting the 
District Office.
A person who decides to appeal any deci-
sion made at the meeting with respect to 
any matter considered at the meeting is 
advised that person will need a record of 
the proceedings and that accordingly, the 
person may need to ensure that a verba-
tim record of the proceedings is made, in-
cluding the testimony and evidence upon 
which such appeal is to be based.
Ben Pfuhl
District Manager
Legal 106581 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS 

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accor-
dance with F.S. 287.055 the Consultant’s 
Competitive Negotiation Act (CCNA), the 
Board of County Commissioners, Clay 
County, will be accepting sealed qualifi-
cations which will be received until 4:00 
P.M., Monday, May 20, 2024 for the fol-
lowing:
RFQ NO. 23/24-009, CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING AND INSPECTION SER-
VICES FOR CR 220 WIDENING PHASE 
1
Proposals will be opened at 9:00 A.M., or 
as soon thereafter, on Tuesday, May 21, 
2024 in the Clay County Administration 
Building, Conference Room “B”, Fourth 
Floor, 477 Houston St, Green Cove 
Springs, Florida and through the County’s 
electronic bidding system as well. Bids will 
not be valid unless received by the bid 
deadline.
This project is being supported in part 
by a Local Transportation Projects 
Grant through the Florida Department 
of Transportation.
The solicitation package is avail-
able at: HTTPS://PROCURE-
M E N T. O P E N G OV. C O M / P O RTA L /
CLAYCOUNTY?STATUS=ALL.
In order to submit a response to this solici-
tation the respondent must be registered 
on Clay County’s Public Portal.
For information concerning procedures for 
responding to this Proposal, contact Jes-
sica Loos in the Purchasing Department 
at (904) 284-6388 or by email: purchas-
ing@claycountygov.com.
Bidders are prohibited from contacting, by 
any means, whether orally, telephonically, 
electronically or in writing, any member 
of the Board, any County employee, in-
cluding the County Manager, the County 
Attorney or the Commission Auditor, any 
member of the designated Evaluation 
Committee or any agent of the County 
regarding the Request for bids in any 
respect during the Request for Proposal 
Period. The Request for Proposal Period 
during which no contact may occur com-
mences from the date of publication of 
the notice of a Request for Proposals and 
ends upon a Bid Decision becoming final, 
i.e. after the notice of bid protest period 
of 72 hours has expired. However, in the 
event of a notice of protest, the no contact 
rule continues in place during the Protest 
Period and does not end until a resolution 
of the protest has occurred and become 
final. The following exceptions exist to the 
no-contact rule:
a. Inquiries may be submitted to the Pur-
chasing Department if specifically pro-
vided
in the Request for Proposals;
b. Pre-bid conferences provided for in the 
Request for Proposals; and
c. Formal presentations by Bidders to the 
designated Evaluation Committee or to 
the Board or any committee thereof spe-
cifically contemplated in the Request for 
Proposals.
The Board reserves the right and power to 
reject any and all Proposals without cause 
and to waive technical and non-technical 
or non-material defects in the Request for 
Proposals or submittal of any Proposal, 
and in its discretion to re-advertise the 
Request for Proposals. The Board re-
serves the right to award Bids, quotes, 
or Proposals which would be in the Best 
Interest of the County. Interested vendors 
are advised that the Clay County Board of 
County Commissioners has a local prefer-
ence policy and Buy American policy. The 
complete policy for both can be viewed at: 
https://www.claycountygov.com/govern-
ment/purchasing/vendor-information.
A PERSON OR AFFILIATE WHO HAS 
BEEN PLACED ON THE CONVICTED 
VENDOR LIST FOLLOWING A CONVIC-
TION FOR A PUBLIC ENTITY CRIME 
MAY NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CON-
TRACT TO PROVIDE ANY GOODS OR 
SERVICES TO A PUBLIC ENTITY, MAY 
NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CONTRACT 
WITH A PUBLIC ENTITY FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR OF A 
PUBLIC BUILDING OR PUBLIC WORK, 
MAY NOT SUBMIT BIDS ON LEASES 
OF REAL PROPERTY TO A PUBLIC 
ENTITY, MAY NOT BE AWARDED OR 
PERFORM WORK AS A CONTRACTOR, 
SUPPLIER, SUBCONTRACTOR, OR 
CONSULTANT UNDER A CONTRACT 
WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY, AND MAY 
NOT TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH ANY 
PUBLIC ENTITY IN EXCESS OF THE 
THRESHOLD AMOUNT PROVIDED IN 
SECTION 287.017, FLORIDA STATUTES, 
FOR CATEGORY TWO FOR A PERIOD 
OF 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
BEING PLACED ON THE CONVICTED 
VENDOR LIST.
Legal 106580 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

To satisfy the owner's storage lien, KO 
Storage LLC will sell at public lien sale on 
May 22, 2024. The personal
property in the below-listed units, which 
may include but are not limited to: House-
hold goods, boxes/totes/bags,
clothing, bedding, tools and toys. The pub-
lic sale of these items will begin at 10AM 
on May 15, 2024 and end at
2PM on May 22, 2024. The public sale will 
take place on www.storagetreasures.com.
KO Storage of Keystone Heights - 1029 
State Rte 100, 1029 FL-100, Keystone 
Heights FL 32656, (952)
314-7121
Time: 02:00PM CST
K029, Henderson, Todd, K070, Thornton 
, Amanda
KO Storage of Keystone Heights - 7350 
State Rte 100, 7350 FL-100, Keystone 
Heights FL 32656, (952)
314-7121

Time: 02:00PM CST
KM019, Sapp, Alicia
Public sale terms, rules, and regulations 
will be made available on www.storaget-
reasures.com. All sales are
subject to cancellation. We reserve the 
right to refuse any bid. Payment must be 
by credit/debit card, we do not
accept checks or cash. Buyers must se-
cure the units with their own personal 
locks. To claim tax-exempt status,
original RESALE certificates for each 
space purchased is required. By KO Stor-
age LLC, 10301 Wayzata Blvd,
Minnetonka, MN 55305. (952)-314-7121.
Legal 106491 Published 4/18/2024 and 
4/25/2024 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PETITION TO DETERMINE 
HOMESTEAD STATUS  
OF REAL PROPERTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 2024-CP-203
IN RE: ESTATE OF
DUANE RICHARD PRICE,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of 
DUANE RICHARD PRICE, deceased, 
whose date of death was August 11, 2023, 
and who’s last four digits of their social 
security number are 8196, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Clay County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 
825 N Orange Ave., Green Cove Springs, 
FL 32043. The names and addresses of 
the petitioner and the petitioner’s attorney 
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other per-
sons having claims or demands against 
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be served, must file 
their claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is April 18, 2024.
Attorney for Petitioner:
/s/ Ryan C. Curtis
Ryan C. Curtis, Esquire
Florida Bar Number 0163589
175 N.W. 138th Terr., Suite 100
Jonesville, Florida 32669
(352) 333-7207
(352) 331-0818 (facsimile)
rcurtis@curtislawfirm.net
/s/ Anthony B. Lewis
ANTHONY B. LEWIS
Petitioner
Legal 106490 Published 4/18/2024 and 
4/25/2024 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO F. S. 

CHAPTER 45

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2023-CA-001478
TITAN ENTERPRISES OF SPV, LLC, a
Florida limited liability company,
Plaintiff,
v.
TENNILLE LAFUREN MAJOR and GRA-
NARY PARK
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida
corporation,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS GIVEN that pursuant to the 
Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated April 
10, 2024, in the above-styled action, the 
clerk of court, Tara S. Green, will sell to 
the highest and best bidder for cash via 
online auction at https://clay.realforeclose.
com, at 10:00 a.m., on May 15, 2024, 
the following described property in Clay 
County, Florida:
Lot 23, GRANARY PARK PHASE 1, ac-
cording to the Map or Plat thereof, as re-
corded in Plat Book 65, Pages 41 through 
66, of the Public Records of Clay County, 
Florida.
Any person claiming an interest in the sur-
plus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the lis 
pendens must file a claim within 60 days 
after the sale.
DATED this 11th day of April, 2024.
TARA S. GREEN
CLERK OF THE COURT
BY: Gracie Moore
As Deputy Clerk
Legal 106482 Published 4/18/2024 and 
4/25/2024 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2024CA000180
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,

Plaintiff,
vs.
RICHARD LEE DANIELS A/K/A RICH-
ARD L. DANIELS, et al.,
Defendants.
TO:
RICHARD LEE DANIELS A/K/A RICH-
ARD L. DANIELS
5537 SQUAW LANE, MIDDLEBURG, FL 
32068
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF RICHARD LEE 
DANIELS A/K/A RICHARD L. DANIELS 
N/K/A RICHARD L. DANIELS
5537 SQUAW LANE, MIDDLEBURG, FL 
32068
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
Foreclosure of Mortgage on the following 
described property:
A PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN LOT 
66 AND LOT 67, OF DUCK POND, AC-
CORDING TO AN UNRECORDED PLAT 
THEREOF PREPARED BY LOUIS H. 
MCKEE, REGISTERED LAND SURVEY-
OR NO. 1221, ON MAY 6, 1969, SAID 
LOTS BEING A PORTION OF SECTION 
1, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 23 
EAST, CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA; SAID 
PARCEL BEING MORE PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 1, AND 
RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 16 MIN-
UTES 00 SECONDS WEST, ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION A 
DISTANCE OF 4040.00 FEET; THENCE 
RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 44 MIN-
UTES 45 SECONDS EAST, 1400.00 
FEET, TO THE NORTHWEST COR-
NER OF SAID LOT 67; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS EAST, ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF SAID LOT 67, A DISTANCE OF 
660.00 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 89 
DEGREES 44 MINUTES 45 SECONDS 
EAST, 315.00 FEET; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 02 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 
09 SECONDS EAST, 257.13 FEET, TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE 
CONTINUE SOUTH 02 DEGREES 52 
MINUTES 09 SECONDS EAST, 132.01 
FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 44 MINUTES 45 SECONDS 
EAST, 327.33 FEET, TO THE EAST LINE 
OF SAID LOT 66; THENCE RUN NORTH 
00 DEGREES 16 MINUTES WEST, 
ALONG SAID EAST LINE, 131.87 FEET; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 44 
MINUTES 45 SECONDS WEST, 333.33 
FEET, TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT 
FOR UTILITIES AND INGRESS AND 
EGRESS ACROSS THE WEST 15 FEET 
THEREOF.
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN 
MANUFACTURED HOME, YEAR: 2005, 
MAKE: ADRIAN HOMES, VIN#: GAHA-
F001616A AND VIN#: GAHAF001616B.
has been filed against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it, on De Cubas & Lewis, 
P.A., Attorney for Plaintiff, whose address 
is PO BOX 5026, CORAL SPRINGS, FL 
33310 on or before a date at least thirty 
(30) days after the first publication of this 
Notice in the Clay Today and file the 
original with the Clerk of this Court either 
before service on Plaintiff's attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a disability who 
needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are 
entitled at no cost to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at crtintrp@coj.net or 
(904) 255-1695 at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, or im-
mediately upon receiving this notification 
if the time before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this 
Court this 10th day of April, 2024.
TARA S. GREEN
As Clerk of the Court
By Gracie Moore
As Deputy Clerk
Legal 106481 Published 4/18/2024 and 
4/25/2024 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE                     

SALE PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2023 CA 000124
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONALTRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF
OF THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF 
FIRST FRANKLIN MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST 2006-FF1, MORTGAGE PASS- 
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2006 FF1,
Plaintiff,
vs.
PHIDPRAKAY DEARY; CORNELIUS M. 
DEARY A/K/A CORNELIUS DEARY; SA-
VANNAH GLEN HOMEOWNERS' ASSO-
CIATION, INC.; UNKNOWN TENANT #1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #2,
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sale will 
be made pursuant to an Order of Final 
Judgment. Final Judgment was awarded 
on April 10, 2024, in Civil Case No. 2023 
CA 000124, of the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTH Judicial Circuit in and for Clay 
County, Florida, wherein, DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONALTRUST COMPANY, AS 
TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE REGIS-
TERED HOLDERS OF FIRST FRANKLIN 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-FF1, 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2006-FF1 is the Plaintiff, 
and PHIDPRAKAY DEARY; CORNELIUS 
M. DEARY A/K/A CORNELIUS DEARY; 
SAVANNAH GLEN HOMEOWNERS' AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; UNKNOWN TENANT 

#1; UNKNOWN TENANT
#2, are Defendants.
The Clerk of the Court, Tara S. Green 
will sell to the highest bidder for cash at 
www.clay.realforeclose.com on May 15, 
2024 at 10:00 AM the following described 
real property as set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 161, SAVANNAH GLEN UNIT 5, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 35, PAGES 
5, 6, AND 7, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the sur-
plus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the lis 
pendens must file a claim before the clerk 
reports the surplus as unclaimed.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the 
court on April 10, 2024.
CLERK OF THE COURT
Tara S. Green
Rebecca Crews
Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 
If you are a person with a disability who 
needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are 
entitled at no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance. Please contact 
the ADA Coordinator for the circuit court 
system at crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 630- 
2564 at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 711.
Legal 106480 Published 4/18/2024 and 
4/25/2024 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF SALE
IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT, IN AND FOR,
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2023-CC-001746
DIVISION: CIVIL
WILLOWBROOK AT OAKLEAF 
PLANTATION HOMEOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Plaintiff,
vs.
SHAUNTINA BANKS
Defendants.
Notice is given that pursuant to a Sum-
mary Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered on June 14, 2023, in the above 
styled civil action of the County Court, in 
and for CLAY County, Florida, in which 
SHAUNTINA BANKS is the Defendant, 
and WILLOWBROOK AT OAKLEAF 
PLANTATION HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION, INC., is the Plaintiff. The prop-
erty will sell to the highest bidder for cash 
at 10:00 a.m. on May 8, 2024, on CLAY 
County’s Public Auction website: www.
clay.realforeclose.com in accordance with 
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes. Any person 
claiming an interest in the surplus from 
the sale, if any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the lis pendens 
must file a claim before the clerk reports 
the surplus as unclaimed. The property to 
be sold as set forth in the Summary Final 
Judgment of Foreclosure is more particu-
larly described as:
Lot 77, Willowbrook at Oakleaf Planta-
tion, according to the map or plat thereof, 
as recorded in Plat Book 56, Pages 27 
through 33, of the Public Records of Clay 
County, Florida.
Dated this 10th day of April, 2024.
CLERK OF COUNTY COURT
By: Nicole Barrie
Deputy Clerk
Legal 106479 Published 4/18/2024 and 
4/25/2024 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION 
CONSTRUCTIVE 

SERVICE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No: 2024CC000179
Ally Capital
v.
Cyan Jackson
Defendant(s).
TO: Cyan Jackson: LAST KNOWN AD-
DRESS: 834 Celebration Ln, Middleburg, 
FL 32068-3398
Residence unknown, if living, including 
any unknown spouse of the said Defen-
dants, if either has remarried and if either 
or both of said Defendants are dead, 
their respective unknown heirs, devisees, 
grantees, assignees, creditors, lienors, 
and trustees, and all other persons claim-
ing by, through, under or against the 
named Defendant(s); and the aforemen-
tioned named Defendant(s) and such of 
the aforementioned unknown Defendants 
and such of the aforementioned unknown 
Defendants as may be infants, incompe-
tents or otherwise not sui juris.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
complaint for monetary damages and writ 
of replevin on personal property arising 
from contract has been commenced to 
recover possession of the following per-
sonal property, last known to be located 
in Clay County, Florida, more particularly 
described as follows:
2018 Audi A4 (VIN No: WAUENAF-
40JA053748)
This action has been filed against you 
and you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defense, if any, upon LOGS 
LEGAL GROUP LLP, Attorneys for Plain-
tiff, whose address is 750 Park of Com-
merce Blvd., Suite 130, Boca Raton, FL 
33487, before twenty (28) days after the 
first publication of this notice and file the 
original with the clerk of this court either 
before service on Plaintiff's attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court 
on the 9th day of April, 2024.
TARA S GREEN
Circuit and County Courts
By: Robbin Tefft
Deputy Clerk
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator; 
330 East Bay Street, Suite 507-C, Jack-
sonville, Florida 32202; (904) 630-1897 
at least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification of the 
time before the scheduled appearance 
is less than 7 days. If you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.
Legal 106384 Published 4/18/2024, 
4/25/2024, 5/2/2024 and 5/9/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

Garber Ford Inc gives Notice of
Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell 
these vehicles on
05/08/2024 08:00 AM at 3380 Hwy 17 , 
Green Cove Springs, FL
32043 pursuant to subsection 713.585 of 
the Florida Statutes.
Garber Ford Inc reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any
and/or all bids.
1FADP3K25GL222206 2016 FORD FO-
CUS SE
Legal 106364 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursu-
ant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of
Massey Roofing Services, located at 
3166 Highland Grove Drive, in the County 
of Clay, in the City of Orange Park, Flor-
ida, 32065 intends to register the said 
name with the Division of Corporations of 
the Florida Department of State, Tallahas-
see, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this 10th 
day of April 2024.
Massey Contracting LLC
Legal 106320 Published 4/18/2024 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE OF COLLATERAL 

BY ORDER OF SECURED 
PARTY

TO: Betts Xpress, LLC (via overnight mail)
369 Blanding Blvd., #N18
Orange Park, FL 32073
Alagi Betts (via overnight mail)
7924 Renoir Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32221
FROM: Pathward, National Association
5480 Corporate Drive, Suite 350
Troy, MI 48098
NAME OF
DEBTOR: Betts Xpress, LLC and Alagi 
Betts
Pursuant to Sections 610, 611 and 613 
of the Florida Uniform Commercial Code 
(Fla. Stat. §§ 679.610, 679.611 and 
679.613), notice is hereby given that on 
April 23, 2024, at 10:00 a.m., EDT, in the 
Conference Room of Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings LLP, 1001 Water Street, Suite 
1000, Tampa, FL 33602, Pathward, Na-
tional Association (“Secured Party”) will 
offer for sale to the highest qualified bid-
der the Collateral owned by Betts Xpress, 
LLC and described as (the “Collateral”):
2014 Great Dane Refrigerated Trailer 
(53ft x 102 in)
Serial Number: 1GRAA0623EB703748.
The sale may be continued from time to 
time, without further notice other than as 
given at the scheduled sale, at the sole 
and absolute discretion of Secured Party. 
Closing shall occur immediately after the 
auction if Secured Party (or its nominee) 
is the highest bidder, and will occur no 
later than the close of business on April 
23, 2024, if Secured Party is not the high-
est bidder.
TERMS OF PUBLIC SALE
Each interested bidder shall deposit 
$1,000.00 by cashier’s or certified check 
with Secured Party prior to bidding, with 
all deposits (except that of the highest bid-
der) returned at the conclusion of the bid-
ding process. The deposit of the highest 
bidder shall be non-refundable, with the 
balance of the bid payable by cashier's or 
certified check, or by wire transfer at the 
closing. If the successful bidder fails to 
close, the initial deposit is forfeited, and 
the Collateral, at secured party's option, 
may be sold to the next highest bidder. 
Secured Party, either directly or indirectly 
through nominees or assigns, reserves 
the right to bid at any such sale without 
cash, certified or cashier's check deposit, 
as required for other bidders, and to take 
title through one or more nominees or as-
signs.
The Collateral shall be sold as is and 
where is, and all warranties of quality, 
fitness and merchantability are hereby 
excluded. The Collateral will be sold only 
as a block to a single purchaser and will 
not be split up or broken down. The pur-
chaser of the Collateral will be required to 
acknowledge and represent that: (1) the 
purchaser, either alone or with the pur-
chaser's attorneys, accountants or other 
advisors, possess the requisite business 
and investment knowledge and exper-
tise and experience to effectively evalu-
ate the potential risks and merits of the 
investment; and (2) the purchaser has 
sufficient financial ability and net worth to 
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Lisa Barton Team hosts Chamber after hours 
The St. Johns County Chamber of Com-

merce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held 
an after hours event on April 17 that was 
hosted by the Lisa Barton Team with Keller 
Williams Realty Atlantic Partners at their 
Sawgrass Village location. 

Lori Adams, Cabi clothing representative, 
co-sponsored the event, and it was a great 
opportunity to meet and mingle with other 
local business representatives.

Photos by Susan Griffin

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Karen Patino, Elaine Raby, Trudy Toche, Lori Adams and Ricki Taylor. Lisa Barton, Andy Scott and Karina Coryell.

Lori Adams and Lisa Barton co-hosted the April St. Johns County 
After Hours.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 25, 2024 BUSINESS WEEKLY   33

St. Johns Food Service partners with festival
By Shaun Ryan

When Alhambra Theatre & Dining 
owner Craig Smith and several business 
partners acquired St. Johns Food Service 
in 2023, they hit the ground running.

“We did a major study of what our 
customers and prior customers felt about 
us, and our competitors, and we used 
that data to guide where we want to 
go,” Smith, managing partner, said in 
announcing the purchase from former 
owner Melvin McQuaig.

The St. Augustine-based broadline, 
full-service food purveyor launched a 
new website and newsletter and focused 
on a rebranding, which included a cul-
tural shift.

In less than a year, that shift is bearing 
fruit. Smith pointed to an elevation in 
employee morale and a new appreciation 
of the customer.

“Everybody says, ‘Oh, the customer’s 
important,’” Smith said. “It’s one thing to 
say it. It’s another to live it.”

More tangibly, St. Johns Food Service 
has increased the number of items in its 
warehouse from about 1,400 to about 
1,800, with the ability to access more 
if needed. It has also added a truck, 
increased employment and created a new 
logo.

And this year, it will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary during the upcoming St. 

Augustine Food + Wine Festival, for 
which St. Johns Food Service will serve 
as a sponsor.

A ‘fun business’
The business was incorporated by Dr. 

Ronald F. Jackson in 1949 as St. Johns 
Frozen Foods. It rented frozen locker 
space to local restaurants. As Jackson 
saw a need for food service products, 
he added product lines and sold them to 
restaurants throughout the area.

Eventually, the market grew to service 
customers in Jacksonville, the Beaches, 
Palatka and Palm Coast.

In 1980, the business moved into its 
current facility at 4 Louise St., St. Augus-
tine.

Still, despite an increase in area restau-
rants, the business’s revenues seemingly 
plateaued in recent years.

Looking to retire, McQuaig approached 
Smith about buying the business.

Smith had had experience with rebuild-
ing area businesses, most notably the Al-
hambra, which he purchased in 2009. At 
the time, revenues had dipped more than 
1,000% from its peak years in the early 
1980s. Under Smith’s leadership, the 
theater-and-dining establishment has seen 
record revenues, year-over-year growth 
of more than 20% and an email database 
of more than 130,000 opt-in subscribers.

With longtime business partners Joel 

Slotnick, Jeff McKusker, Bob Flecken-
stein, Bill Barnett and Gary Smith, Smith 
took over ownership of St. Johns Food 
Service.

“It’s a fun business and a fun, growing 
segment in a town that’s arguably one of 
the fastest growing tourist spots in the 
Southeast,” he said.

In fact, running the Alhambra gave 
Smith plenty of insight into the receiv-
ing end of the food service business. The 
venue spends about $1 million a year in 
groceries and feeds about 12,000 people 
each month.

St. Johns Food Service has more than 
200 customers and provides all types of 
food, paper goods, cleaning supplies, 
takeout packaging, utensils, condiments 
and more to restaurants, hotels, caterers 
and group events like those at churches, 
schools, civic clubs and other organiza-
tions. Even big chain establishments 
who have their own vendors can drop by 
should they run out of something.

Festival food
Learning that the St. Augustine Food + 

Wine Festival had an opening for a spon-
sor, St. Johns Food Service stepped up, 
fulfilling one of the goals Smith had set 
for the company upon assuming his new 
role: Create a deeper involvement in the 
First Coast hospitality community.

The business will be an official food 

service partner for the festival, which 
will be held May 8-12 at various venues 
throughout the area. St. Johns Food Ser-
vice will co-sponsor the Harvest Awards 
and People’s Choice Harvest Awards. 

“We’re all so excited about it, because 
of the camaraderie and the help we’re 
able to provide to these folks,” said 
Smith. “We want them all to win!”

The business’s involvement will give it 
the opportunity to partner with 24 restau-
rants, many of which are not yet among 
its customers.

“It might be the best thing we do in 
2024,” said Smith.

And during the festival’s Grand Tast-
ing on May 11, it will conduct 75th 
anniversary festivities at its own tent for 
its customers, prospective customers and 
VIPs.

When talking about St. Johns Food 
Service, Smith exhibits the kind of infec-
tious, energetic optimism for which he is 
known whenever speaking to Alhambra 
patrons.

“I look forward to the next few years 
and what the future will bring,” he said.

To learn more about St. Johns Food 
Service, go to stjohnsfoods.com or call 
904-824-0493. For further information 
about the St. Augustine Food + Wine 
Festival, go to staugustinefoodandwine-
festival.com.

St. Johns Food Service Managing Partner Craig Smith stands amid the many items stocked in 
the warehouse.

St. Johns Food Service Managing Partner Craig Smith stands next to one of the business’s 
trucks.

Photos by Shaun Ryan



With 100 years of history in the books 
– or on the canvas – the St. Augustine Art 
Association (STAAA) is celebrating its 
centennial with an art show spanning the 
century.

“Reflections” explores the storied history 
of the association by featuring works from 
past and present artists. One of the longest 
operating art associations in the nation, 
it was founded in 1924 and comprised of 
members, some who helped change the 
course of art in the nation. These artists 
were forward thinkers who saw the impor-
tance of incorporating diversity into the 
organization.

The exhibit will be hosted at the St. 

Augustine Art Association, 22 Marine St., 
St. Augustine, and online at staaa.org from 
May 3 through June 2.

“When I look at the artwork in our per-
manent collection and at the art we have on 
our walls today, it’s obvious that St. Augus-
tine is, or rather has been for a long time, a 
wellspring for creative talent,” said Jennifer 
Flynt, executive director. “I am always 
shocked, and at this point I shouldn’t be, 
by the quality and diversity of the artwork 
that comes through the gallery each month. 
The artists here in St. Augustine were once 
called ‘The Lost Colony,’ and I think it’s 
time that notion of St. Augustine’s art be-
ing lost or forgotten gets changed. We’re 

pleased to host this exhibit that showcases 
some of these past artists and reflects on the 
quality and depth we have today.”

The exhibit will feature contemporary 
works alongside historic pieces from the 
association’s permanent collection. These 
include images by photographer F. Victor 
Rahner, who was a charter member of 
the association’s 1924 original group and 
pioneer in color photography; Elizabeth 
Warren, who produced beautiful etchings, 
but was known professionally as E.B. 
Warren, to disguise her gender; and her 
husband, Tod Lindenmuth, who was moved 
to capture the landscapes and beaches of 
Northeast Florida; and an artist and patron 

to Flagler College, JoAnn Crisp-Ellert.
These are just a few of the pivotal figures 

in the association’s long history. Artists 
of all ages, skill levels and backgrounds 
participate in association exhibits, reveal-
ing the depth of creativity and talent in 
Northeast Florida.

For the information and exhibit updates, 
go to staaa.org/event/reflections-2.
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COMING SOON!

Boeing Boeing 
MAY 23 – JUNE 16  

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat 
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 11  

Gypsy  
AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29  

The Wedding  
Singer  

OCT. 3 - NOV. 10

A Christmas  
Story  

NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

GET YOUR ALHAMBRA TICKETS NOW!

Escape to

April 4 toMay 12

SET YOUR MIND  
ON ISLAND TIME!

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 
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Exhibit explores 100-year history of art association 
“Aviles Street” by Rosamond Parrish “Marine Street” by Fritz K.

“100 Years STAAA Celebration” by Lori Sweet

"Fiesta" by Celia Reid

Contributed photos
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A CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS IN ST. AUGUSTINE!

Spoken WordClassical
FEATURING A SPECIAL CONCERT BY THE LEGENDARY

COUNT BASIE ORCHESTRA - MAY 12 at 4pm at Lewis Auditorium

May 3, 4, 5, 10,11,12, 2024
at The Waterworks

Join us for a delightful musical 
celebrating relationships!

The fun begins with the first act, from the musical The Apple Tree, music by 
Jerry Bock and lyrics by Sheldon Harnick. Based on a short story by Mark 
Twain, this delightful one act musical follows Adam and Eve in the garden 

of Eden as they discover their world, each other 
and... that snake. 

This production features ACT alums Jason Whitfield, Anna Vera, Dexter 
McDaniel, Jessica Racaniello, Joseph Stearman, Erika Weber, and David 
Abraham, as well as new faces Jeff Schaeffer and Jeanne Di Muzio Walti.

Get your tickets now at
aclassictheatre.org

Act II will include 
Broadway’s best duets and 

scenes of love and 
marriage to make for an 

enjoyable evening of 
laughter and song.

A  C L A S S I C  T H E A T R E  P R E S E N T SCultural Council 
director to retire

The St. Johns Cultural 
Council, which promotes 
arts, culture and heritage 
in St. Johns County, 
recently announced that 
Christina Parrish Stone 
will retire from her role 
as executive director at 
the end of the current fis-
cal year on Sept. 30, after 
a dynamic and highly 
successful five years of 
leadership.

The Cultural Coun-
cil’s Board of Directors 
has initiated a comprehensive process to 
select a new executive director. Parrish 
Stone will provide consulting services 
after her retirement to ensure a smooth 
transition.

“It has been an absolute privilege to 
lead the St. Johns Cultural Council and 
help advance the organization’s mission,” 
she said. “My years in St. Augustine have 
been the most rewarding of a long career, 
and the hard-working Cultural Council 
staff and board have been a joy to work 
with.”

During Parrish Stone’s 
leadership, the Cul-
tural Council experienced 
remarkable growth and 
dramatically increased 
the support it provides 
to local artists and 
cultural organizations, 
while elevating St. Johns 
County’s marketing to 
cultural travelers.

Highlights of her ten-
ure include negotiation of 
a new five-year contract 
to provide destination 

marketing services for the county; an 
agreement with St. Augustine to lease and 
activate The Waterworks as a venue for 
arts, culture and heritage programming; 
work with St. Augustine Beach to secure 
National Register status for the St. Au-
gustine Beach Hotel; expanding and im-
proving the county’s Art in Public Spaces 
program with support from the National 
Endowment for the Arts; and dramati-
cally increasing funding for individual 
artists and arts organizations through new 
and expanded grant programs.

Christina Parrish Stone 
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Sports
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Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Sharks continue to improve at right 
time with district title over Panthers

By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Sharks ended the 
season in a familiar spot as district 
champions and with momentum heading 
into the state playoffs following a 13-3 
victory over the rival Nease Panthers in 
the district title game on April 17.

The Sharks were able to grab control of 
the contest from the onset and led 8-1 at 
halftime thanks to a beautiful pass from 
senior Lad Harper to sophomore Mat-
thias Schulz and three goals in less than a 
minute from senior Ryan Ward.

“We’ve definitely found our groove 
for the season,” Ward said. “We’ve got 
a great group here and we’re all really 
playing at a high level, and we’re excited 
to see how far it takes us.”

As the Sharks extended their lead, 
they controlled the possession battle and 
outshot the Panthers 20-6 in the first half, 
while senior goalie Jack Pelot stopped 
five of six shots he faced.

“One of our big things at the beginning 
of the season was turnovers, but as a team 
and in practice we’ve minimized that,” 
Ward said.

The tone set in the first half remained 
throughout the match, as another senior 
Cannon Hauseman struck a couple of 
times in the second half, using hard hops 
off the ground to get the ball passed the 
opposing goalie.

With the win, the Sharks improved 
to 13-6 on the season and although the 
squad had an up and down season at 
times during the regular season, that ad-

versity experienced is starting to pay off.
“Sometimes you look for progress in 

wins and losses, and maybe it hasn’t felt 
like we’ve been progressing at times, 
but we’ve been making huge strives 
throughout the season and it’s kind of all 
catching fire at the same time right now,” 

Ponte Vedra head coach Chris Polanski 
said. “It’s nice for the boys to put it to-
gether on the scoreboard and for the boys 
to get some affirmation that there is real 
progress.”

The Sharks were able to get several 
bench players in the game in the fourth 

quarter due to the big lead, and those 
minutes are something that could pay 
dividends in the playoffs.

“It’s extremely important for two-fold, 
which is one, just to get them ready be-

Photos by Anthony Richards
Jack Pelot lifts up the district champion trophy for his teammates to see.

The Sharks and Panthers battled for the district championship on April 17. Ed Houston of Ponte Vedra makes a move against Zachary Azotea of Nease.

TITLE  continues on Page 37
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PGA Works Collegiate 
Championship returns to 

TPC Sawgrass
The PGA Works Collegiate Championship, 

known as the most culturally significant champion-
ship in collegiate golf, features Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Hispanic Serv-
ing Institutions (HSIs) and other Minority Serving 
Institutions (MSIs) from all over the country. There 
will be Men’s Division I and Division II team 
divisions, a Women’s Team division, as well as 
individuals representing their schools and playing 
for Men’s and Women’s titles.

Here's a look at the 2024 schedule of events and 
locations:

Youth Day & Junior PGA Works Round 1
When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, May 4
Where: TPC Sawgrass Stadium Course/Practice Facility, 
110 Championship Way, Ponte Vedra Beach
What: 100 juniors, ages 8-14, will take part in a day full 
of golf activities with PGA of America golf professionals

PGA Works Beyond the Green
When: 7:30 to 11 a.m. Sunday, May 5
Where: PGA Tour Global Home, 1 PGA Tour Blvd., Ponte 
Vedra Beach
What: Beyond the Green annually provides a great op-
portunity for the golf industry to connect with under-
represented student-athletes and inspire their interest 

to pursue a career in the business of golf and beyond. 
Beyond the Green will partner with Jacksonville com-
munity organizations, including The PGA Tour, to provide 
students access to industry leaders, executives and 
influencers to help inspire and welcome them into the 
industry workforce.

Junior PGA Works Round 2
When: 1-6 p.m. Sunday. May 5

First, Second and Final Rounds
When: Tee times begin at 8 a.m. at Dye’s Valley and 
10:15 a.m. at Stadium; Monday, May 6, to Wednesday, 
May 8
Where: TPC Sawgrass Stadium and Dye’s Valley golf 
courses

Awards Presentation follows final round, ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m.

The PGA Works Collegiate Championship was 
founded in 1986 by the National Negro Golf Asso-
ciation, when HBCUs did not have the same post-
season championship opportunities that existed for 
other institutions. Today, the championship retains 
its founding vision to open doors for student-ath-
letes from HBCUs and other athletes from diverse 
backgrounds. 

Chris Mastoridis has been named 
Nease High School’s new athletic direc-
tor.

Mastoridis was born in Montreal, 
where he developed a love of hockey. His 
family moved to Florida, and he gradu-
ated from St. Augustine High School 
and attended Flagler College, where he 
played baseball for a year while com-
pleting his bachelor’s degree in physical 
education and recreational management.

He later moved to the Northeast and 
earned his master’s at Springfield College 
in Massachusetts. He moved to Long 

Island and worked 
in business develop-
ment/health care and 
coached both baseball 
and softball but soon 
realized that there was 
nowhere that provided 
formal training for 
baseball and softball 
athletes that had a 

dedicated teaching curriculum.
After developing a business plan, he 

raised capital and found two partners 
who helped him open the first of two 

20,000-square-foot training facilities in 
the New York metro area that was geared 
to helping baseball and softball players 
improve their speed, strength and skill 
level to pursue college and professional 
careers in the sport.

In 2017, Mastoridis sold his interest in 
the training facilities and returned to St. 
Augustine. 

He has a very strong understanding of 
what it takes to create a successful pro-
gram, a calm demeanor and is supportive 
of all the teams, coaches and Booster 
Club. His goal for Nease is to be recog-

nized as one of the top places to play in 
St. Johns County. He has high standards 
for the coaches, players and teams.

He wants to tap into the boosters and 
alumni support for Nease that exists 
today and expand that support for tomor-
row. He refers to the Canadian John 
McCrae quote, “Take up our quarrel with 
the foe: To you from failing hands we 
throw the torch, be yours to hold it high,” 
saying it carries a timeless message of 
duty and honor and encourages the next 
generation to embrace the fight where 
their predecessors left off.

Mastoridis named Nease athletic director

Chris Mastoridis

cause depth is very important, but also because we have a culture 
of being all in, and to be able to let them go and play is huge.” 

There has been a lot of success associated with the Sharks’ pro-
gram over the years, but winning titles is not something that ever 
gets old for the group.

“If your only goal is to win a state championship, well only one 
team out of 170 or something will win it, so being able to celebrate 
the accomplishments along the way is very important,” Polanski 
said. “My message to the boys and the coaches was to enjoy this 
one because it may look easy at times but it’s not and there’s a lot 
of hard work that goes into it.” 

The Sharks enter the state tournament as the No. 2 seed in 
region 1 of class 2A and will face Creekside at 7 p.m. on April 26. 
The Panthers earned a spot as the No. 4 seed in the region and will 
host Fletcher at 7 p.m. on April 27. 

Title
Continued from 36

Photo by Anthony Richards
Both the Sharks and Panthers earned a spot in the state playoffs.
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Photography

People... Pets... Portraits
Christopher Stone Photography
PoochiePooAndYou.com

Schedule a Portrait Session for just 
$150 and get 10 Digital Downloads 

(a $500 value) for FREE! 
Call or Text Now 904-400-2547

Medical

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
888-815-4341

Dogs

‘Looking for a Loving Home’
Poodle needs a loving home! Peanut 
is lonely and needs playmates. He is 
a white Poodle that is a wonderful 
pet for children. He 16 months old 
and weighs almost 16 pounds. He 
is cared at Forever Vet and is up to 
date with all his needs. 
Please contact Jack. 
(781) 206-7660

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-855-315-1952

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

Home 
Improvements

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the wet 
area and do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! If you 
have water in your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060 Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

Professional lawn service: Fertil-
ization, weed control, seeding, aera-
tion & mosquito control. Call now 
for a free quote. Ask about our first 
application special! 1-833-606-6777

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2024
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

FREE from 
the State of 

Florida            

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

FTRI.ORG/FREE
Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss     
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

LOUD, 
CLEAR,  
FREE!

CCP24

See more options at: 
ftri.org/products

• Amplifies up to 50 decibels 
• Multiple volume & tone settings 
• Slow down incoming speech option 
• Built-in answering machine

NO internet 
connection 

needed!

Clarity 
Caption 
Phone

Attached captioning 
tablet provides free, 

landline-based 
caption calling, and 

amplification!   

Try a unique experience with 
service in a former stable!

Come as you are. All are welcome.
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, 
FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, 
NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

The Recorder, Your Source for Community News!

SERVING PONTE VEDRA & THE BEACHES SINCE 1969

To subscribe or advertise, call

(904) 285-8831
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

Tournament Tournament 
GuideGuide

MARCH 3, 2022

INSIDER’SINSIDER’S
PONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years
Your Community Voice for 50 Years   

RRecorecordderer

RECAP:RECAP:  
Justin Thomas Justin Thomas Defeats Bryson Defeats Bryson DeChambeau DeChambeau 
for Players Titlefor Players Title

TIGER TIGER 
ENTERS ENTERS 
WORLD WORLD 

GOLF HALL GOLF HALL 
OF FAMEOF FAME

LOOKINGLOOKING  
BACKBACK
40 Years Ago Jerry Pate 
40 Years Ago Jerry Pate Pushed Deane Beman into 
Pushed Deane Beman into Lake... and other milestones
Lake... and other milestones

Recorder
Celebrating 50 years of the 

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

Amelia Island  • Jacksonville  •  The Beaches  •  St. Augustine

LIVING HERE
Your complete guide to living in 

and visiting Northeast Floridaon the First Coaston the First Coast

20
21

-2
2

REGISTERREGISTERFIRST COAST

People and Businesses 
to know in Northeast Florida

LOCALS

2023register
FIRST ON THE FIRST COAST

thethe

DECEMBER 2022/JANUARY 2023

AND MUCH MORE!
AND MUCH MORE!

FEATURINGFEATURING
DICKENS ON CENTRE 
DICKENS ON CENTRE 

BRINGS VICTORIAN 
BRINGS VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS TO CHRISTMAS TO 

FERNANDINA BEACH
FERNANDINA BEACH

+

SEASON OF GIVING
SEASON OF GIVING

FACES OF THE FACES OF THE 

FIRST COASTFIRST COAST

WINE & DINE ON WINE & DINE ON 

THE FIRST COASTTHE FIRST COAST

omeolidaysforfor thethe

Helen Mirren stars in “1923,” which begins streaming Sunday on Paramount+.

Dame Helen Mirren helps retro-set ‘Yellowstone’ with ‘1923’

4 x 3” ad

December 15 - 21, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARARecorder

EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.

Senior Living
Page 17
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LIVING
Senior

IDEAL MOVE MAKES RELOCATING EASIER  PAGE 18

CYPRESS VILLAGE’S MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
RANKED NO. 1 IN STUDY PAGE 20

PLAYERS COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER 
ANNOUNCES DECEMBER SCHEDULE  PAGE 22

FLORIDA SENIOR GAMES BEGINS DEC. 3  PAGE 23

BOOST YOUR BRAIN FOR THE HOLIDAYS  PAGE 26

COUNCIL ON AGING, SUBARU JOIN MEALS ON 
WHEELS TO HELP SENIORS  PAGE 27

COA CENTER IN NOCATEE ANNOUNCES 
DECEMBER SCHEDULE PAGE 28

CAREPLUS EXPANDS MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 
OPTIONS IN FLORIDA PAGE 30

... AND MORE! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

PV vs Nease Soccer
Page 43

Amanda Kloots and Paul Greene star 
in Sunday’s new CBS movie “Fit for Christmas.”

‘Fit for Christmas’ 
lets Amanda Kloots 
wear multiple hats

4 x 3” ad

December 1 - 7, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARA

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Bring your imagination and spend 4 hours
of quality family time building your

ultimate gingerbread house.

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party at the link.

Dec. 10 - 9:00 AM
Prizes awarded. 

Dec. 16 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Winners will be announced 
at the link Christmas Party 
on December 16th 

Gingerbread
and 

Cake Decoration Competition

» Picture with Santa
» Theatre Performance by Sapna 

Academy Students
» Dance Performance by Level 

Up Dance - Competition Team

at the link
Christmas Party

Photo courtesy of Lois Marris
Lois Marris works for Ponte Vedra Club Realty is a third-generation real estate agent. Read more on page 2.

A family legacy A family legacy 
of real estateof real estate

December 1 - 7, 2022December 1 - 7, 2022

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

MARCHING TO A MARCHING TO A 
DIFFERENT BEATDIFFERENT BEAT

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022

of Ponte Vedra

����������������

PonteVedraRecorder.com

December 1, 2022
Volume 54, No. 5

75 cents

Not your average 
newspaper, not your 

average reader.

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!
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ACROSS
  1.  Excessively theatrical 
 actors
  5.  Footwear
 10.  A way to disfigure
 14.  Exchange rate
 15.  Hawaiian wreaths
 16.  North-central Indian city
 17.  Bungle
 18.  Extremely angry
 19.  A short note of what’s
 owed
 20.  Criminal organization
 22.  Mimic
 23.  Try to grab
 24.  U.S.-born individuals
 27.  Some are covert
 30.  Order of the British
 Empire
 31.  Don’t know when yet
 32.  Payment (abbr.)
 35.  Winged angelic being
 37.  Variety of Chinese
 38.  A way to be anxious
 39.  Famed wrestler Hulk
 40.  Partner to cheese
 41.  Slang for sergeant
 42.  Canadian flyers
 43.  Actress Ryan
 44.  Highly unpleasant vapor
 45.  Body part
 46.  Halfway
 47.  Cool!
 48.  Consume
 49.  Salts
 52.  Upper bract of a floret 
 of grass
 55.  Housepet
 56.  Cavalry-sword
 60.  Symbol of a nation
 61.  Frocks
 63.  Used to carry food
 64.  Portuguese folk song
 65.  Sharp mountain ridge
 66.  Ireland
 67.  Where golfers begin
 68.  Greek mythological 
 sorceress
 69.  Fluid suspensions
 
DOWN
  1.  “Mad Men” leading man
  2.  Water (Spanish)
  3.  Annoy

  4.  Bulgarian capital
  5.  Japanese title
  6.  Capital of Zimbabwe
  7.  Giraffe
  8.  A mixture of substances 
  9.  Midway between south 
 and southeast
 10.  Staffs
 11.  Turkish title
 12.  Type of acid
 13.  Thin, flat strip of wood
 21.  Russian river
 23.  Ribonucleic acid
 25.  Partner to flow
 26.  Airborne (abbr.)
 27.  Earthy pigment
 28.  Genus of earless seals
 29.  “Key to the Highway” 
 bluesman
 32.  By or in itself
 33.  Hot fluid below the 
 earth’s surface
 34.  Partner to trick
 36.  British Air Aces

 37.  Ammunition
 38.  Supervises flying
 40.  Health care for the aged
 41.  Flanks
 43.  Millimeters
 44.  Where wrestlers perform
 46.  Not around
 47.  Flightless bird
 49.  Bell-shaped flowers of 
 the lily family
 50.  Expressed concern for
 51.  Satisfies
 52.  Flew off!
 53.  Wings
 54.  Load a ship
 57.  Vigor
 58.  British title
 59.  Whiskeys
 61.  __ Adams: founding
 father
 62.  Body of water

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
•VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  

100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

•Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real dental insurance - not 
just a discount plan. Get your free  Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

•Attention oxygen therapy users! Discover oxygen therapy 
that moves with you with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
Free information kit. 1-866-477-9045

Home Services
•Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? You 

need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-878-
9091

•Water damage cleanup: A small amount of water can 
cause major damage to your home. Our trusted professionals dry 
out wet areas & repair to protect your family & your home value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have zip code!

•Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed control, seed-
ing, aeration & mosquito control. Call now for a free quote. Ask 
about our first application special! 1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous
•Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

•Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

•Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior & military discounts available. 
1-877-543-9189Change In Ad Copy - Wording & Phone #!

•Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

•Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

•Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

•Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited time! 
Financing available. 1-855-417-1306

•Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

•DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) 
No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

•Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

•Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 
50% off install + Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st 
responders.) 1-833-370-1234

•Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waving all instal-
lation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. Offer ends 6/30/24.) 1-844-501-3208

•Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

•Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your assets now for as little as 
70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

•MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert sys-
tem. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of mind. 
No long term contracts! Free brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as little 
as 1 day! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. Senior 
& military discounts available. 1-877-
543-9189

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Miscellaneous

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
info package & learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) No contract or 
hidden fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Miscellaneous

Replace your roof w/the best look-
ing & longest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & 
multiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/24.) 1-844-501-3208

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-
3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your assets now 
for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-
7951

MobileHelp America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long 
term contracts! Free brochure! Call 
1-888-489-3936
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2021 HYUNDAI SONATA 

SALE PRICE $21,730
27,333 MILES | STOCK# MH122874

2020 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $27,180
34,506 MILES | STOCK# LF075155

2017 CHEVROLET VOLT 

SALE PRICE $14,230
67,852 MILES | STOCK# HU167130

2023 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

SALE PRICE $19,230
33,395 MILES | STOCK# PL189101

2018 JAGUAR F-PACE 

SALE PRICE $24,888
45,426 MILES | STOCK# JA239896

2023 CADILLAC XT6

SALE PRICE $53,480
12,554 MILES | STOCK# PZ210495

2020 BUICK ENVISION

SALE PRICE $27,288
14,344 MILES | STOCK# LD178473

2018 PORSCHE CAYENNE

SALE PRICE $36,230
29,323 MILES | STOCK# JKA06391

2022 CADILLAC ESCALADE 

SALE PRICE $98,630
27,801 MILES | STOCK# NR142295

2024 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $39,988
4,601 MILES | STOCK# Z710629A

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

THE 2024 ALL-ELECTRIC LYRIQ
 STRIKING THE PERFECT CHORD OF 

ELECTRIC LUXURY, LEAVING TESLA TONE-DEAF


